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I P r - e s i c i e n t *13 I M E e s s a ^ e

B y R o b e r t d e Violini

As you are p ro b a b ly a lr e a d y aw are, t h is
is I n te r n a t io n a l L ite r a r y Y ear, a n d s e v e r a l
c o u n tr ie s are is su in g stam ps in it s honor. Late
la s t m onth th e U SPS is s u e d a 1 5 -c e n t p o sta l
c a r d t h a t b o r e t h e w o r d s " T h e w o r ld is a n
op en b ook .” And, ea r ly in March, a colum n in
y o u r lo c a l p a p e r r e c e n i; ly c o n ta in e d t h e s e
w ord s* th a t can be ap p lied to ou r occu p atio n s
an d avocation s:

**The heart of education in our litera-
tu r e , so read fo r k n ow ledge and read fo r
pleasure. The person who does not read is no
better off than the person who cannot read.”

T h e s e a r e b o th t h e m e s t h a t s h o u ld b e
prom oted th ro u g h o u t th e p h ila te lic com m unity,
fo r i t i s in t h e s p e c i a l t y j o u r n a ls a n d t h e
h an db ook s an d th e r ese a rc h s tu d ie s a s w ell a s
in th e w eek ly p h ila te lic p r e s s , th a t th e co llec-
to r w i l l - le a r n t o a p p r e c i a t e a n d k n o w h i s
co llection .

E xpose th e m em bers o f you r loca l clu b to
th e w orld o f p h ila te l ic l i t e r a tu r e —m ake it a
top ic o f a c lu b m eeting . A sk m em bers to b r in g
in som e o f th e p h ila te lic lite r a tu re th e y u s e a s
in fo r m a t io n W e s o u r c e s . S o m e o f t h e o t h e r
m em b ers w ill a lr e a d y k n ow a b o u t th em , b u t
o th e r s w ill learn from w h at th e y se e . P h ila te lic
li te r a tu r e b e lo n g s in e v e r y c o lle c to r ’s stam p
den.

> page 2 coluan ^ .

•How do I know this was in your local paper? The odds are
that it was, s i nc e it was w ri t te n b y Abig ail V a n B u r e n ;

she gave peraission for its,unrestricted re-use. (Dear

Abby; March 8, 1990).

E * I r i i l c t t e l i c z r H o x *o s c o x > g b

B y Ken L aw rence

A sc ie n tif ic s u r v e y o f Liiwi’s re a d er s con-
d u c ted in ea r ly 1988 sh ow ed th a t th e p ap er’s
m o s t w i d e l y r e a d c o lu m n i s J o h n R o s s ’ s
"Stam p M arket T ip s,” w ith a reg u la r re a d er -
sh ip o f 62.2 p ercen t.

R o ss’s c lo s e s t r iv a l w a s D onna O’K eefe.
S om e 5 0 .6 p e r c e n t o f L in n * s s u b s c r i b e r s
r e g u la r ly read h er " P h ila te lic Gems” column.

The o n ly fe a tu r e s th a t draw more a tten -
t io n th a n R o s s ’s a r e " R e a d e r s ’ O p in io n s ’ ’
( le tt e r s to t h e e d ito r ) and " U .S . Stam p P ro-
g ra m ” ( th e r o s te r o f n ew a n d fo r th c o m in g
stam ps an d p o sta l s ta tio n er y ). His -populeirity
is v ir tu a lly g u a r a n te e d , g iv en t h a t '63.1 p e r -
c e n t o f L in n ’s r ea d e r s sa y th e y su b sc r ib e in
o r d e r to m o n ito r c u r r e n t p r i c e a n d v a lu e
tr e n d s .

M ichael L au ren ce lik e s to regeird L in n ’s as
th e N ew Y o rk T im es o f th e stam p h ob by , an d

> page 3 c o l w n 1.

TABU OF CfHITKIiTS

Presiden t’s M e s s a g e .................................... 1

Philatelic Horoscopes ............................... 1

D e a d l i n e s .............................................. 2

How Good Are Staap Market Tips? ........... . . . . . 3

The Literature of Philatelic Investaent ........... 7

Value, Price, and Profit in P h i l a t e l y ............. 10

Whither the German P o s ta l S p e c i a l i s t ! ............. 15
Pick of the Litter— ature Award I I .................... 16

Coaing U p ............................................... 17

Watching the W e e k l i e s ................................. 18

Desktop P u b l i s h i n g - F e e d b a c k ........................ 19

In Defense of Coaputers ................................ 20

Letters to the E d i t o r ................................. 21

Buying and Selling Staaps ........................... 25

The 1989 Congress Book ............................... 26

Post World War' II Austri an Censored Mail ......... 27

The Big Bed B o o k s ...................................... 27

.Coaing Literature C o a i M t i t i o n s ............... 30

Literature A w a r d s ...................................... 30

Secretary7 Trei|surer ’s Report — ...................... 32

1



T he P h i l a t e l i c C o m m u n ica to r
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Joe F ry e ’s " n early new ” la ser p r in ter has
r e s u lt e d in a g r e a t n ew a p p e a r a n c e fo r th e
la s t se v e ra l is s u e s o f The P h ila te lic Communi-

ca to r , b u t it w as an ea r ly v in ta g e mpdel from
E pson, and it may h ave gasp ed it s la s t page.
L et’s hope th a t a s a t is fa c to r y rep la cem en t is
availab le if n ec essa r y .

We w ant to con tin ue th e door p rize trad i-
tion th a t Barbara M ueller b egan a few break-
fa s t s back , and m ust depend upon th e gen er-
o s ity o f o u r m em bership . T h ere w a sn ’t much
in p u t for th e APS S p rin g M eeting W riters Unit
B rea k fa st in P hoenix , b u t we w an t to h a v e a
dozen or so item s fo r th e STaMpsHOW break-
fa s t in C incinnati in A ugust.

P lease th in k of w hat you have in th e way
o f p h ila telic litera tu re th a t som eone e lse would
e n jo y h a v in g . We’r e n o t lo o k in g fo r an y ex -
p e n s iv e item s; u n u su a l and en ter ta in in g and
ed ucation al p ie c es o f p h ila telic litera tu re are
alw ays welcome. You can sen d your donations
to me.

And it is now time to ask for nom inations
fo r th e W r ite r s U n it H all o f F am e. Y ou w ill
r e c a l l t h a t t h e HoF i n d u c t i o n s h a v e b e e n
sh ifted to th e W riters B reak fast a t StaMpsHOW
each A u gu st.

P erson s e lig ib le are w r iter s , ed ito rs , col-
u m n ists a n d p u b li s h e r s , l iv in g or d e c e a se d ,
who h a v e made n o ta b le c o n tr ib u t io n s to th e
fie ld o f p h ila telic litera tu re . T hey may be from
an y co u n try and do not h ave to be members of
th e W riters U nit or o f th e APS. A lis t o f all the
WU Hall o f Fame membfers is on p a g es 687-688
of L in n ’s World S tam p Almanac, f ifth ed ition .

N om inations and su p p o r tiv e b a ckg rou nd
in fo r m a tio n s h o u ld b e s e n t to B a r b a r a R.
M u eller , 225 S . F is c h e r A v e . , J e f fe r s o n , WI
53549 not la ter th an Ju ly 1st. ■  *

* T he E p so n L a s e r P r i n t e r —

Epson Am erica has not resp o n d ed to m y
r e q u es t for correction of th e problem w ith th e
la ser p rin ter .

I.p u rch a sed a n ew E pson LQ-510 2 4 -p in
d o t-m a tr ix p r in te r in o r d e r to h a v e a f u n c -
tion in g p rin ter a s w ell a s one to u se for th is
is su e .

P lea se le t me know y o u r o p in io n o f th e
a p p e a r a n c e o f t h is i s s u e a n d t h e d a te y ou
re ce iv ed y o u r B ulk-R ate mail cop y.

Joe F rye I
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> from page 1 coluan 2<

i t i s my p e r so n a l o p in io n Jthat h e is la r g e ly
s u c c e ss fu l in a c h ie v ih g th a t,a im , d e s p ite a ll
th e critic ism s of L in n ’s th a t h ave ap p eared in
th is <juarterly. How ironicr it i s , th en , th a t th e
s u c c e s s o f L in n ’s w ith m o st o f i t s r e a d e r s
r e s t s so h e a v i ly on s u c ii an u n -T im e s - l ik e
fe a tu r e a s "S tam p M arket T ip s ,” w h o se a p -
p ro ach is c lo s e r to th a t of T h e D a ily R a c in g
Form th an to th e n ew sp a p er o f record .

It is p ro b ab ly tr u e , .both fo r L in n ’s a n d
R acin g Form t ip s te r s , th a t gam blers follow ing
t h e ir a d v ic e r e ta in a h ig h e r p r o p o r tio n o f
th e ir o r ig in a l m on ey th an th e ir u n in fo rm ed
c o u n te r p a r t s b e t t i n g th e d a i ly d o u b le o n

h u n c h e s . B u t a s M y r o n H ill s h o w s in h i^
a n a ly s is o f John R o ss’s p r e d ic t io n s made s ix
and 16 y e a rs ago (w hen h is colum n appeared
in S ta m ps m agazine), sp ecu la tin g in th e stamp
fu tu r e s ad vocated b y R oss would n ot have p u t
th e k id s th ro u gh co lleg e .

N e v e r th e le ss , L in n ’s is to b e com m ended
f o r d o in g a w a y w it h i t s o ld " I n v e s t m e n t
P a g e ,” w ritten b y Stan Show alter, and rep la c-
in g it w ith "St^mp M arket T ip s” b y R oss, th e
t i t l e S ta m p s h a s u s e d a ll ^ o n g , b o th w h e n
R o ss w r o te i t s c o lu m n , a n d m ore r e c e n t ly
u n d er Dan P in ch ot’s b y line .

The term in v e s tm e n t c o n n o te s a s tr o n g
p r o b a b ility of f in a n c ia l p r o f it , yrhereas th e
l ig h te r to u c h o f t i p s h in t s th a t t h e s e p r e -
d ic tio n s are s p e c u la tiv e and n ot t o be ta k e n
so ser io u sly . Stam p C ollector an d M Skeel’s are
in n o cen t of b o th a p p ro a ch e s , b u t S C ’s s is te r
j)ubli(;ation,t S ta m p W h o lesa le r , o c c a s io n a lly
in d u lg e s in f o r t u n e - t e l l i n g , a n d M e k e e l’s

ed itor Johm Dunn h as done so in o th er forum s.
F o llo w in g M yron H ill’s a n a l y s i s o f t h e

John R oss p r o p h e s ie s and how th e y fa red , I
h ave examined p u b lica tio n s th a t h aye promot-^
ed sta m p s a s so u n d in v e s tm e n ts , in c lu d in g
some th a t s t ill do, w ith a more sh a rp ly critica l
a ttitu d e toward them. N eed less to sa y , a n y of
t h e i r a u t h o r s , o r o t h e r s w h o s h a r e t h e i r
ou tlook , are welcom e to r e p ly in th e se p a g e s ,
a s i s o u r p o l ic y t o w a r d t h e f u l l r a n g e o f
op in ions on all p h ila te lic literature .-

The th ird com ponent o f th is is s u e ’s them e
is a th o u g h tfu l a r tic le b y L. D. Mayo J r ., who
a r g u e s th a t o u r h o b b y w o u ld b e h a p p ie r j f
c o lle c to r s w ere n o t b u r d e n e d b y th e b e l ie f ,
th a t stam p s and c o v e r s m ust r e tu r n a p r o fit
to th eir ow n ers in o rd er to be en jo y ed .

Dann’s artiq le warms my h eart. E v ery time
L in n ’s Stam p M arket In d e x d r o p s a n o tc h , I
s ilen tly ch eer . If- i t fa lls fa r en o u g h , I may one
day be .able to afford a s e t o f th o se Zepps I ’v e

n e ve r ow ned. B lit ,the ap p end ed L in n ’s an aly-

s is a lw a y s exprej3,^es tjie, o p p o s ite v ie w : u p
e q u a ls go od ; dow'ni e q u a ls b a d . M ost o f m y
d ealer fr ie n d s agreq w ith L in n ’s. If I s ta te my
b ea rish v iew aI6uid|,̂ i t ’s a s th o u g h I ’m ta k ing
food ou t o f th e ir cl^ildreri’s m outh s. B ut now

D ann Mayo s a y s p h ila te lic l ife c a n c o n tin u e
e v e n a f t e r t h e c r a s h , w h e th e r o r n o t t h e
m arket r e c o v e r s i t s form er v ig o r—^but on ly if
we r e d ir ec t ou r exp ecta tio n s.

On a sc a le frojn H em ingway to F a u lk n er ,
D ann M ayo ’s w r i t i n g o c c u p 4 e s t h e p o le o f
m axim um se n te n c e " le n g t h . M ost p h i la t e l i c
e d ito r s , p u t o ff b y 'h is s u b t l ^ y a n d w o r d i-

n e ss , a r e u n lik e ly to p u b lish th e e s s a y p r e -
s e n t e d h e r e , b u t I w is h t h e y w o u ld . T h e
p o in ts Tie m akes d ejserv e a w id e a u d ie n c e in
th e hobby.

Dann’s p h ila te lic w ritin g (h e is co -a u th o r
of C ivil C en so rsh ip in th e U n ited S ta te s D ur-
in g W orld War I I ) i s r e s p e c te d b y th o se w ho
h ave read it , b u t his, p o int h ere—th a t p h ila te lic
h a p p in e ss d o e s riot r e q u ir e a n e v e r -S o a r in g
p h ila te lic market—is' lik e ly to be co n tr o v ersia l
in certa in q u a rters . N e v er th e less , th e is s u e is
c r u cia l to e v a lu a tin g th e s e r v ic e th a t stam p
lite r a tu r e , p a r tic u la r ly th e p h ila te lic p r e s s ,
p er fo r m s fo r c o lle c to r s . I th in k m any stam p
w r iter s and ed ito rs fe e l not so much committed
t o t h e m y t h o l o g y o f t h e m a r k e t p la c e a s
t r a p p e d b y it . D a n n ’s a r t ic le t h o u g h t f u l ly
sh o w s a w ay o u t o f th e m o r a ss, b u t t o w ork
e f fe c t iv e ly , h is v isip n of p h ila te lic h ea ven has
to be p rop agated^ ^ n d debated .

Stamp co llec tin g l^as su r v iv e d and th r iv e d

in m uch w o r s e tim es’th a n t h e s e w e W itn ess
t o d a y . I t w o u ld be f o o l i s h t o l e t i t b e d e -
stro y ed now b y th e dem ands o f th e m arket. An
a lte r n a t iv e e x i s t s , if w e are w ise e n o u g h t o
em brace it. ■

H o w C S o o d A .3 T O

B y M yron G. Hill Jr.

Many p hilatelist^ 'lspend la rg e am ounts on

th e ir c o lle c t io n s (St a c cu m u la tio n s. P e r h a p s
t h e y r a tio n a liz e th a t th e sta m p s w ill a p p r e -
c ia t e a n d e v e n t u a l l y t h e y c a n b e s o ld a t a
profit—a n ic e in vestn ien t. T hey may e v e n read
stam p in v e s tm e n t- c o lu m n s a n d a t te m p t to
p ro fit from p h ila te lic 'in v estm en t p ortfo lios.

Will th e se in v e s to r s /s p e c u la to r s do b etter
th an a se r io u s co llector? T his a r tic le a ttem p ts
to show w hat th e r e s u lt may be from follow ing
" t ip s” fo r a p h ila te lic In vestm ent portfo lio .
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J o h n R oas h a s b e e n g iv in g u s " S ta m p
M a r k e t T i p s ’*f o r m an y y e a r s . H is w e e k ly
colum n in L m n *s is i t s m ost p op ula r colum n.
So how good are h is t ip s? To g e t an id ea th e
au th or rev iew ed R oss’s "Stam p M arket T ip s’’
p u b lish ed d u ring th e fo u r th q u ar ters o f 1973
a n d 1 9 8 3 . At t h a t tim e h e w a s w r i t in g f o r
S ta m p s m agazine.

R o ss’s s t r a te g y in s e le c t in g sta m p s a p -
p e a r s so u n d . He f in d s sta m p s t h a t a r e u n -
d e r c a ta lo g u e d b y S c o tt a n d u n d e r p r ic e d in
th e U .S . m ark et com p ared to h ig h e r b u y in g
p r ic e s o f d e a lp r s in fo r e ig n c o u n t r ie s . F or
U nited S ta te s stam ps he com pares S co tt cata-
log p r ic e s to th e b u y p r ic e s o f U .S. d e a le r s .
He a lso n o te s th e num ber o f d ea ler s who a r e
o f f e r in g t o b u y e a c h s ta m p , t h e q u a n t it y
is su e d , and the p o p u lar ity o f th e top ic d ep ict-
ed b y th e stam p and th e co u n try o f issu e .

T h is r e a s o n in g a p p e a r s lo g ic a l, b u t th e
b a s is for h is recom m endations is q u estionab le
w hen th e va lu e o f stam ps is rela ted to cu rren -
c y f lu c tu a tio n s . On N ovem ber 10, 197^ R oss
w rote , *^The German m ark h a s r is e n in v a lu e
a g a in s t th e dollar . . . . T h is in crea sed b u y in g
p o w er h a s c o n tr ib u te d g r e a t ly to p r ic e s o f
German sta m p s in th is c o u n t r y .’’ In th e De-
cem ber 24, 1983 is s u e o f S ta m ps he a sse r te d ,
"Stam p p r ices for many is s u e s o f Germany are
low er fo r ju s t one rea so n —a co u p le o f y e a r s
ago , th e va lu e o f th e German mark w as around
55 cen ts; it now is around 37 c e n ts . . . T his is
a good time fo r y o u to b u y some item s w h ich
a r e v e r y d i f f i c u l t to f in d o v e r t h e r e a n d
w h ic h a r e b o u n d t o r is e in p r ic e .” He th e n
recom m en ded S c o tt 9N 108-10 w h ich h a s d e -
c lin ed o v er 20 p er cen t sin ce th a t time.

T hus, th e sim p listic reason in g o f b u y in g
w h en a fo r e ig n c u r r e n c y r i s e s , a n d b u y in g
w h e n i t d e c l i n e s , d o e s n o t m ean t h a t a n y
p articu lar stam p is "bound to r is e ’’ in va lu e.

T h ere is a lso a p r a c tic a l p rob lem w h ic h
R oss a c k n o w le d g e s in h is co lum n r e g u la r ly :
th e stam p s recom m ended are fr e q u e n t ly n o t
rea d ily availab le .

For exam ple, New Zealand S co tt L5-8 (R oss
D e p e n d e n c y ) w a s recom m ended in L in n 's in
O c to b e r 19OT, s a y i n g t h a t d es^ lers in N ew
Zealand w ere pasdng $25 for th e se t . A rev iew
o f L in n 's ad s in a fe w is s u e s b e fo re t h is ad
did not rev ea l an y o ffe r s to se ll th e se t. A fter
t h e " t i p ” o n e d e a l e r o f f e r e d t h e s e t f o r
$27.50, and la ter an other d ealer o ffered it for
$35.

T his iU u stra te s how d iffic u lt i t may be to
f in d b a r g a in s a f t e r a s ta m p i s " t i p p e d . ”
D ealers read h is colum n and th en p rice th e ir
stam ps a t m arket. While th e va lu e o f th is s e t

m ay b e i n c r e a s i n g , i t c a n n o t b e f o u n d a t
bargain p r ic e s from d ea lers who read Linn's.
I t w il l n o t b e k n o w n w h e th e r t h is s e t is a
go od in v e s tm e n t a t to d a y ’ s p r ic e s fo r m any
y ea rs . I t w ill d ep en d on w h ether th e populari-
t y o f New Zealand a n d /o r th e top ic o f Antarc-
t ic a in c r e a s e , a s w e ll a s th e q u a n tity b e in g
h e ld fo r sa le a t a la te r tim e b y d e a le r s an d
sp ecu la tors.

Now le t u s rev iew some p a st t ip s and see
how a sp ecu la to r would h ave fared . S ince four
or f iv e stam ps or s e t s are tip p ed each column,
a d eta iled a n a ly s is o f all t ip s is not fea sib le . I
b e l ie v e th e c o m p ila t io n s o f t h is a r t ic le a re
re p resen ta tiv e .

Recom m endations o f U nited S ta te s stam ps
are b ased o n d e a le r s ’ b uy in g p r ic e s and Mr.
R oss’s own a ssessm e n t o f th e m arket. A p erson
w h o b o u g h t t h e s e s ta m p s w o u ld h a v e d o n e
poorly .

In 1973 h e recom m end ed th e B oston T ea
P arty b lo c k s, S c o tt 1480-83, e s p e c ia lly p la te
b lo ck s. A r e fle c tio n o f th e c u r r en t m arket i s
show n b y th e o ffer o f one dealer ip’ November
1989 o f 84 fu ll sh e e ts o f th e stam p, $386 face
v a lu e , f o r $ 3 7 5 . I t to o k 1 6 -y e a r s f o r t h a t
in v e sto r /o w n er to g iv e up.

The 9 -c e n t airmail ra te fo r p o stca rd s was
e ffec t iv e fo r on ly a sh o r t p er iod , so S co tt C77
p late b lock s w ere tip p ed in 1973. Today th ey
can be p u rch ased fo r a s lit t le a s 50 cen ts.

The 1 0 -c en t oran ge Sp ecial D elivery stamp
o f 1893, S c o tt E3, w as recom m end ed w h en i t
w as se llin g for o v er $20. The p r e se n t reta il is
$ 4 2 .5 0 in F -V F c o n d it io n . W hile r e ta i l h a s
dou bled , a n o n -d ea ler w ould h ave had to buy
a t reta il a n d s e l l i t a t a d isco u n t from reta il.
T h is w o u ld m ean o n ly a v e r y m o d est p r o f it
a fter 16 y ea rs .

The $5.00 Hamilton, S co tt 1053 w as tipp ed
w hen it reta iled fo r $15. I t now re ta ils $48 fin e
and $65 v e r y fin e .

T h e 7 - c e n t B en F r a n k lin , S c o tt 1393D,
p la te b lo c k s w e r e t ip p e d a t $ 1 .0 0 . S ix te e n
y ea r s la ter th e y re ta il fo r 45 ce n ts .

U n ited S ta te s stam ps recom m ended in the
la s t q u arter o f 1983 are:
■ QE4a, 2 5 -c en t P arcel P ost deep green . I t
w as recom m ended w hen reta il was $30 or more
w ith d ea lers p ay in g $13. The 1990 S co tt ca ta -

.log p r ic e s i t a t $25.
li C98a, Ph ilip Mazzei 4 0 -c e n t airmail p erfo -
r a te d lO i X 11. T h is v a r ie ty c a ta lo g s now a t
$1.00 fo r th e 4 0 -c e n t stam p w hich cou ld have
been p u rch ased a t or near face w hen recom-
m ended.
■ 723, th e 6- c e n t G ar fie ld co il. When r e c -
om m ended i t c a ta lo g u e d fo r $12^50 w ith th e
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a d v ice th a t it w as w orth fu ll S cott. The S co tt
1990 v a lu e is $7.50.
■ 583a, a 2 -c e n t b ooklet pane. It w as p riced
at $75 in S co tt l9 8 4 , w ith h is comment th a t it

w as w orth f u l l S co tt. The S c o tt 1990 v a lu e i s
$75.
■ 1605, th e 2 9 -c e n t L ig h th o u se d e f in it iv e .
Both d ull and sh in y gum v a r ie t ie s w ere tip ped
w ith th e com ment th a t i t co u ld be p u rc h a s ed
at m o st p o s t o f f ic e s a t f a c e . Now t h e s h in y
gum ca ta lo g s for 55 c e n ts and th e dull gum at
$3.00.
■ 1295, $5.00 M oore, b o th ta g g e d a n d u n -
ta g g e d . It w as t ip p e d w ith th e com m ent th a t
on’e sh ould b u y b oth , b u t th e u n ta g g ed stamp
w ill se ll fo r more. S co tt 1990 l is ts th e u n ta g -
ged stamp a t $12.50 and th e ta g g e d stam p a t
$10.

■ 500, ty p e la , th e 2 -c e n t fla t p la te p r in tin g
of 1917. R o ss s a id th a t th e S c o tt 1984 p r ic e
w as $300 and a good b u y a t ‘th a t for$67.50 F -
VF and $135 VF or b e tte r . Ouch!
■ J84. It ca ta lo gu ed for $35 w h en recomm end-
ed a n d d e a le rs w e r e o ffe r in g o n e -h a lf S co tt.
Ross sa id th a t i t w as w orth fu ll S co tt a t th a t
time, b u t now it Catalogs fo r $30.

D u r in g t h e p e r io d r e v ie w e d o n l y o n e
U nited N ations stam p w as recom mended: S co tt
38, th e so u v en ir sh e et. D ealers w ere
o f f e r in g $90 fo r i t in 1973, ai^d d e a le r s now
o f f e r $ 1 2 5 f o r i t . I t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t a n y
co llector who paid reta il p rice w ^en th e sh ee t

w as tip p ed cou ld h ave made money.
A n o th er p o p u la r c o lle c t in g a r e a is G er-

m a n y , w h e r e R o s s ’ s r e c o m m e n d a tio n s sh o w
sim ilar mixed r e s u lts , a s Table I sh ow s.

TABLX I

Germany 1973

Recoamendations

Scott 1974

Catalog Value

German Dealers'

1973 Buy Price

in y.S. Dollars

Scott 1988

Catalog Value

U.S. 1990

Dealers' Buy

Prices

1 670-685
392.35 600.00 1019.00 1045.00

702-721 70.38 80.00 250.49 143.00

5N41a 11.00 90.00 600.00 247.00

9N21-34 275.30 400.00 820.50 412.00

I 9NB8-11
14.85 10.00 12.62 5.50

1983 Jtecoaaendations Scott 1984

Catalog Value

German Dealers'

1983 Buy Prices, in

Dollars.

Scott 1988

Catalog Value

U.S. Dealers'

Buy Prices

1990

667-8, B-309 83.25 56.00 12.25 35.20

B-105 65.00 40.00 42.50 30.00 .

9N108-110 88.50 60.00 70.25 26.40

GDR 1983

Recoaaendations

155-157 33.85 18.00 28.93 6.60

B21a 70.00 40.00 60.00 19.80

(a) This is the second printing. is difficult to identify because there is an uncatalogued third tyi>e which is siailar

to the rare variety. The author suspects that aany collectors who are not specialists'have alsidentified this staaip,

especially if they, lack conparison aaterial.
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A fter h o ld in g ah " in v es tijie n t” for 16 o r
17 y e a rs on e m ight ex p ect it to tr ip le in valu e .
I f s ta m p s h a d b d e n p u r c h a s e d a t th e b u y
p r ic es o f German d ea lers , none ijaet th a t goal.
H ow ever , t h r e e o f f iv e 1973 t ip s sh ow s u b -
s ta n tia l g a in s . T he f iv e 1983 t ip s h a v e b een
poor in v estm en ts so far. All h ave d eclined in

valu e. T a b le s II a n d I I I s u m m a r iz e t h e
r e su lts o f R oss’s recom m endations for a num-
b er o f o th er co u n tr ie s . Where no cu rre n t buy
p rice cou ld be fo u n d , th e p r e se n t reta il price
o f th e stam ps is g iv en . T h ese cu r ren t b u y and
se ll p r ice s are b ased on re ce n t a d s in L in n’s,

TABLB II

(a) No retail given. Dealers' buying price in US was $200.00 and in Japan $300.00.

(b) In country of origin. U.S. collectors were to look for stamps at a lower price.

TABLE III

1974

Scott

Retail when

R e c o u e n d e d

Present U.S.

Retail

f. Great Britain 401 phos. 6.50 5.00 27.50

1 Asijension 62-74 24.06 20.00 57.50

1 Australia 218-221 40.25 50.00 155.00

1 Canada 177 75.00 45.00 F-VF 47.50
1

E02 10.00 7.00 VF 19.5<1

1 Hong Kong 168-173 3.82 1.65 15.00

1 N e w Zealand B3-4 55.00 60.00 260.00

1 Norfolk Island
13-18 25.00 15.00 45.00

1 Israel 31-
2 with tabs 45.00 over 50.00 65.00

1 479-483 with tabs - 3.00 3.80

Most o f th e recom m endations in T ables II
and III show an in crea se in va lu e o v er th e 17
y e a rs from th e orig ina l " tip .” Of co u rse , some
in c r e a s e is to b e e x p e c te d . T he q u e s t io n i s
w h e t h e r t h a t i n c r e a s e d v a l u e , o f f s e t b y
stam ps w h ic h ^ id n ot perform w ell, m eans th a t
th e in v estm en t a s a whole w as sound.

I t is d o u b tfu l w h eth e r th ere would be a
reason ab le p ro fit ( i.e ., i f all t ip s lis te d in th e
th r e e ta b le s and th e U n ite d S ta t e s t ip s a r e
com bined). H owever, th e read er may draw h is
own co n c lu s io n s in th is regard .

I t m u st be r e c o g n iz e d th a t some stam p s
may h ave peak ed and d eclined in va lu e d urin g

th e time period in vo lv ed . T his su r v e y d oes not
ta k e in to a c c o u n t th e fa c t th a t som e sta m p s
may h a v e b een so ld a t a h ig h e r p r o fit y e a rs
ago. Furtherm ore, th e exam ples in th is su rv ey
are not in ten d ed to be a sc ien tifica lly v er if i-
ab le random sam ple o f th e " t ip s .” N e v er th e -
le s s , th e author b e lie v e s th a t th ey are rep re-
sen ta tiv e .

If a sp ecu la to r had p u rch ased th e recom-
m ended stam ps, k ep t them in a stockb ook and
hoped fo r a b ig p ro fit , he su re ly w ould have
b e e n d isa p p o in te d . By c o n tr a s t , a c o lle c to r
would, h ave had more sa tisfa c tio n and en jo y-
m ent m erely b y b u y in g all stam ps and v a r ie t-
ie s from h is fa v o r ite co u n try or top ic. ■
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T I n . e U a t e x ' C L t ' u . D C - o o j F

I - x x - v e s s t m e x i t

-By Ken L a w ren ce

Back w h en t h e c o n tr o v e r s y o v e r S c o tt’s
p r ic in g p o lic y .to u c h e d o f f s o ^ e o f t h e m ost
in c e n d ia r y p r o s e o u r p r e s s h a s C a rr ied in
r e c e n t memory, Dick S in e , w ho e d its th e S c o tt
c a t a lo g , w a s q u o te d in t h e m ajor m e d ia a s
h a v in g sa id th a t p o rk b e l l ie s m ake s o u n d e r
in v estm en ts th a n stam ps.

For u t te r in g t h is o p in io n in m ixed com -
p an y , Dick w as p illoried b y an u nh a pp y grou p
o f stam p m erch ants. At f ir s t th e y claim ed also
to be sp ea k in g .for th e Am erican Stamp D ealers
A ssocia tion , b u t la te r w ithd rew th a t a sser tio n .

D ick m ay s t i l l b e s m a r t in g fro m t h o s e
m em ories. In th e M arch is s u e o f S c o t t S ta m p
M o n th ly , he d e c lin e d to s ta te h is o p in io n o n
stam ps a s in v estm e n ts , e v e n a s he p o sed th e se
q u e stio n s to h is read ers:

**1 ) i f you a r e ‘i n v e s t i n g ’ in s ta m p s , do
you know o f an yon e w ho h a s b een s u c c e s s fu l
in th a t area? That is , do yo u know p erso n a lly
su ch a p erso n ? Has th e p e r so n done w ell w ith
la rg e sum s o f m oney, or b y w ay o f ‘p e rce n ta g e
r e tu r n ’?

“ 2 ) if you a r e ‘in v e s t in g ’ in sta m p s, a r e
you co n cen tra tin g on m aterial th a t h a s show n
to s tea d ily in c rea se in m arket veilue o v e r th e
long term or on m ateria l th a t i s b e in g h y p e d
as h a v in g trem end ou s sh o rt-term p otentia l? If
th e la t te r , w h a t is t h e tr a c k r e c o r d o f t h e
p erso n /firm from w h om /w hich you a re m aking
th e p u rch a se?”

Good q u e s t io n s , t h o s e , e s p e c ia l ly in a n
is s u e f e a tu r in g L es W inick’s “ Stam p M ark et
'R eport” co lu m n on ‘‘ how y o u c a n s t a r t a s a
coH ector and p o ss ib ly tu r n y ou r stam p co llec-
tion in to an in v estm en t;.” L e s w as c a r e fu l to
in clu d e se v e r a l so b er in g w ord s o f cau tion , b u t
ft look s as th o u g h Dick fe lt th e y d id n ’t go fair

en ou gh .
In fa c t, stam ps are n ot in v e stm e n ts , and

w riters sh ou ld n o t ca ll them in v estm en ts . T hey
do n ot crea te v a lu e , a s tr u e in v estm en ts , do.

T hose w h o b u y sta m p s (o r p a in tin g s , o r
b a seb a ll c a r d s , or a n tiq u e fu r n itu r e , o r v in -
ta g e a u to m o b ile s , o r c a m p a ig n b u t to n s , o r
a u tog ra p h s, or T iffan y g la s s , o r-o ther co llect-

ib les) in th e e x p e c ta t io n o f s e llin g them a t a
p r o f i t in t h e f u t u r e a r e s p e c u l a t o r s , n o t
in v e sto r s . Some o c c a s io n a lly d o make m oney
th is w ay; I h a v e done so m y se lf m any tim es.
But m ost in te ll ig e n t stam p p u r c h a se s do n o t,
and can n ot, rea so n a b ly be ex p ec te d to a p p re-
c ia te in v a lu e ..

The faS to rs th a t a ffe c t fu tu r e v a lu e in th e
stam p m arket are p ia in ly -cu ltu ral, n ot econom-
ic . As co lle ctin g fa sh io n s ch a ng e—from stam ps
to c o v e r s , from ti^ a d itio n a l t o to p ic a l, from
Z e p p s t o D u c k s —t h e m a r k et is c o n t in u a l ly
rev o lu tio n ized . Much o f ou r h o b b y ’s lite ra tu re
h a s a w h in y e d g e b e c a u s e i f i s w r i t t e n b y
p e o p le Who b i t t e r ly r e s e n t t h e s e c h a n g e s ,
o fte n from a se lf-in terested " fin a n c ia l p e r sp e c -
tiv e .

Only a h a n d fu l o f stam p h o ld in g s c a n b e
reg a rd ed a s liq u id . To h is recfent .article c ited
a b o v e , L e s W inick ap p en d ed .;^ c h a r t o f t h e
a u c tio n m a rk et fo r U .S . Z e p p e lin s from 1948
t h r o u g h 1987 a.s c a lc u la t e d b y W a sh in g to n
S t a te U n iv e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r G len n H. P e t r y .
T hese sta m p s are e x c e p tio n s in an o th e rw ise
illiq u id m arketp lace.

A d jacen t to th e gra p h is a com parison to
th e S tan d ard and Poor’s in d ex o f 500 s to c k s .
S u p p o s e d ly , i f one h a d b o u g h t th e Z ep p s a t
t h e b o tto m in 1948 a n d s o ld a t t h e p e a k in
1980, th e ra te o f re tu rn w ould h a ve b een 14.2
p e r c e n t, a s a g a in s t S&P’s 1-1.5 p e r ce n t. (T h e
f ig u r e s for 1948 to 1987 are g iv e n a s 9 per^-
o e n t and 11.9 ;percent, R esp ectiv e ly , w hich are
n ot so fla tte r in g to th e stam ps. It w ould h ave
b e e n i n t e r e s t in g t o s e e t h e la r g e n e g a t iv e
f ig u r e s fo r th e y e a r s o f th e c r a s h from 1980
tq 1985.)

All t h e s e n u m b ers a r e m isle a d in g . E v en
th o s e h y p o th e tic a l s p e c u la to r s in b lu e c h ip
s t a m p s w h o b o u g h t a n d s o l d a t t h e m o s t
fa v o r a b le m om ents a c tu a lly did p o o r ly , b e -
c a u s e n e a r ly a l l o f th e m h a d t o p a y a t e n
p e r c e n t p rem iu m w h e n t h e y b o u g h t , p lu s
ex p e rtiz in g c o s ts , a te n p e r c e n t c u t w hen th e y
sold', a n d in t h e in terim t h e y had to p a y fo r
s t o r a g e 'a n d i n s u r a n c e o n “ c a p i te d ’ ’ t h a t
p rod u ced n o th in g and may e v e n have' d eterio -
ra ted . I f in v e s to r s in s to ck s or T rea su ry b ills
had co m p ara b le e x p e n s e s a n d w o r r ie s , t h e y
w ould lo se m oney too.

Mdst o th e r i^tamps do m uch w o r se , s in c e
t h e y r e a l iz e o n ly a sm a ll f r a c t io n o f r e t a i l
v a lu e w hen a c o lle c to r /sp e cu la to r s e lls them.
D e s p ite a ll th e h a r a n g u e s to t h e c o n tr a r y ,
m int stam ps p u rch a sed a t fa ce v a lu e and la ter
sold a s d isco u n t p o sta g e lo se le s s m oney than
t h e u su a l s a le o f a c o llec t io n o f h ig h -q u a lity
stam ps th a t had b een p u rch a sed from rep u ta -
b le d ea lers.

A rea d er w ill n ot f in d a n y o f t h i s in fo r -
m a tio n , n o r m u ch e l s e o f v a lu e , in t h e b r o -
c h u r e t i t le d T h e S ta m p D ea lers* O b lig a tio n s
a n d R e s p o n s ib i li t ie s When S e ll in g S ta m p s A s
An In v e stm e n t, p u b lish e d b y ASDA. Yet i t m ust
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be sa id th a t th is pam phlet is exem plary in its

e v e n h a n d e d n e s s w hen c o n tr a s te d to some o f
th e lite ra tu re to u tin g 'sta m p s-a s in v estm en ts .

Nine y e a r s ago , Delta A ir lin es’ S k y maga-
z in e ran an a r t ic le t it le d " P o sta l P r o f it s ’’ b y
B e r n ie W ard. T h e t e a s e r s a id , " . . . s ta m p
c o l le c t in g h a s e m e r g e d a s a v ia b le f ie ld o f
in v e stm e n t a c t iv ity w hich a p p ears immune to
t h e f lu c t u a t io n s o f t h e e c o n o m y .” F lo r id a
stam p d ea ler K enneth R. L aurence w as quoted
a s sa y in g , “ T here h as n e v e r b een a dow nslide
w ith sta m p s.’’

E v ery w riter who may be tem pted to em-
p lo y th e term "stam p in v e s tm e n t’’ a s a s e l f -
e v id e n t idiom o u g h t to tak e a look a t th e April
1981 S k y , and rea lize th a t you , too, cou ld end
up lo o k in g th a t fo o lis h if y o u ’re n o t c a r e fu l.
I f , a f t e r d u e c o n s id e r a t io n , y o u d e c id e to
p e r s is t , I recomm end you balance you r c o v e r -
a g e w ith a q u o te from fam ous p h ila te lic in -
v e s tm e n t g e n iu s Isa a c Newton: w hat g o es u p
m ust come down.

A ctua lly , Ward’s a r tic le in S k y is a q u ality
p ie c e o f w r itin g com p ared to t h e r a v in g s o f
A lan S h a w n F e i n s t e in . R em em b er him ? N o t

< m uch h as b e e n h ea r d from him la te ly , b u t in
* h is h e y d a y few co u ld r iv a l h is zea l fo r s e l f -
! p ro m otion . C red it him w ith c h u tz p a h : t h e r e

I w ith th e stam p m arket c ra sh in g all around him
j a fte r th e sp ec u la tiv e balloon b u rs t , F e in ste in
! w as s t i l l p lu g g in g aw a y , p ro m o tin g m odern

err o r stam ps a s th e t ic k e t to fa b u lo u s r ic h e s.
' One c a n n o t e x a g g e r a te , o r e v e n e f f e c t i v e l y

ca r ic a tu re , h is sh a m ele ssn e ss .
H ere i s an e x c e r p t from a 1983 m a ilin g

("Not fo r p u b lic r e le a s e u n til Nov. 1, 1983 ,’’ )
all e l lip s e s in th e original:

"On Ju ne 26, 1982, 180 p eop le g a th ered in
P ro v id en ce , Rhode Island for a p r iva te m eet-
in g .

" T h e y h a d com e from t h r o u g h o u t t h e
w orld. To se e and h ear one man. A man w hose

* m on eym ak in g d is c o v e r ie s had b e e n p r o v in g
a s to n is h in g ly va lu ab le .

"At th e en d o f th e m eeting th e y w aited in
lin e to sh a k e h is hand. To sp eak to him . . . To
g e t h is au to gra p h . . .

"Who is ^ i s man? . . .

“ His name j s Alan Shaw n F e in ste in .’’
T h e m o s t r e c e n t r e p o r t I ’v e r e a d o n

F e in s te in w a s in t h e O c to b e r 1989 i s s u e o f
W igwag m agazine:

"From all a c r o ss th e c o u n tr y ,.5,207 p eople
fo rk ed o v er te n d ollars each to make con ta ct,
v ia th o u g h t w a v es , w ith e x tr a ter r e s tr ia ls . Alan
S h a w n F e i n s t e i n , a R h o d e I s la n d f in a n c iM

; a d v is e r , s o l ic i t e d th e m oney ( p lu s s e l f - a d -
d r e ss e d , stam ped e n v e lo p e s ) , and in r e tu r n , in

a c o n fid e n t ia l le t te r , to ld th e p a r tic ip a n ts to
look up in to th e in k y bl^ck sk y a t 10 p.m. on
Ju ne 27th a n d a s k , 'Is th e re a n y w a y w e can
com m unicate? Can you sen d me a s ig n of your
e x is te n c e ? ’

"The m em bers o f O p eration In d ig o w ere
th e n in s tr u c te d to n ote a n y u n u su a l th o ug h ts
or dreams or h a p p en in g s fo r th e n ext tw elve
d a y s . A teAm o f a n a l y s t s i n v e s t i g a t e d th e
f in d in g s , b u t th e experim en t w as p r iva te and
th e r e s u l t s a r e u n k n o w n . F e in s te in s a y s h e
d id n ’t in itia te th e exp erim ent to make money,
b u t h e took in o v e r $50,000.’’

No d ou bt a t th is p o int sev era l rea d ers are
t h i n k i n g , " Y e s , y e s , b u t F e i n s t e i n w a s a
p a tz e r w h o c o u ld n ’t p la y on t h e sam e b o ard
w ith g r a n d m a ster sta m p scam sc h em e r Marc
R ousso. R busso had p erso n a l a c c e ss to P resi-
d en t R onald R eagan a n d w as a s s is t e d b y th e
U .S. S ta te D ep artm en t in h is d ea l to p rodu ce
p r o p a g a n d a s t i c k e r s f o r t h e C I A -b a c k e d
UNITA r e b e ls in A ngola and to m arket them as
p o s ta g e sta m p s. M inkus c a ta lo g p r ic e s w ere
r ig g e d to b o lste r h is te lem a r k e tin g sch em es.
In 1986 T h e Wall S t r e e t J o u rn a l c r e d u lo u s ly
rep o rted R ou sso’s claim th a t h is com puterized
In tern atio n a l Stamp E xchange had done $1 mil-
l io n in t r a n s a c t i o n s d u r i n g i t s f i r s t s ix
m onths. P r e ss in g o u tra g eo u s rep o rtin g to th e
e x tre m e, P a ra d ^ m a g a z in e in 1988 r e p o r te d
R o u s s o ’s In c o m e from stam p d e a lin g a s $40
m illion .’’

Fair en o u g h . R ousso’s in v estm en t litera -
tu re is in a c la s s b y its e lf . His fu ll-c o lo r , fu ll-
p age a d v er tise m en ts in in v e s to r m agazines are
a w e s o m e , a s a r e h i s s l i c k b r o c h u r e s a n d
a n n u a l r e p o r ts . Week a f te r w eek in 1987 h e
a d v e r t i s e d a s t e a d i l y r i s i n g " U .S . S ta m p
In d ex” in T h e Wall S t r e e t J o u rn a l, fo llo w in g
h is n ew s r e le a se p r ed ic tin g "a f iv e y ea r bull
m arket in sta m p s.’’ B ut would a n y on e care to
a r g u e to d a y , a s som e w er e d o in g j u s t a few
y e a r s b a c k , th a t R o u sso o r F e in s te in h a v e
h e lp e d t h e h o b b y ? I n e v e r fo u n d a k n o w l-
ed g ea b le co llec to r or d ea ler who w odld defend
th e ir f o r e c a s t s . What w ou ld we s a y to d a y to
th e h u n d re d s or th o u sa n d s of th e ir victim s?

Are th e m inor le a g u e stam p in v e s tm e n t
p u b lica tion s a n y b etter?

In 1964, Max W. Clere b egan p u b lish in g a
m im eographed s h e e t ca lled The S ta m p I n v e s t -
m e n t B u l le t in on a m o n th ly b a s i s , t o u t in g
—su rp r ise !—stam p s h e w as tr y in g to se ll. His
f ir s t (Novem ber 1964) is s u e d eclared , " It is my
op inion that- fa n ta s tic p rice in c r e a se s lie ahead
of u s in c a r e fu lly se le c te d m ateria l.’’ His "B est
B et’’ in th a t v e r y sam e is s u e w as I ta ly S co tt
No. 143-146: " R apid ly becom ing sc a r c e . Grood
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to p ica l for re lig io n s p e c ia l is ts . R eta ils a b o u t
$ 5 .5 0 b u t i s h ig h e r fr o m d e a le r s w h o a r e
aware o f i t s p o te n tia l.” T oday th a t s e t h a s a
S cott cata log Value o f $2.70. I n f a i r n e s s ,
m ost o f h is recom m ended s e ts have ap prec ia t-
ed so m ew h a t in r e t a i l v a lu e s in c e th e m id -
1960s, b u t o v e r a ll , ta k in g in to a c c o u n t th a t
s e l le r s m u st a c c e p t a sm all fra c tio n o f r e ta il,
h is t y p ic a l c u s to m e r s s u f f e r e d a n e t l o s s .
C lere m u st n o t h a v e b ee n v e r y p e r s u a s iv e ,
b ecau se one fin d s him p lu g g in g th e same s e ts
tim e a f t e r tim e , a s th o u g h h is s to c k o f s u p -
p o se d ly sc a r c e a n d d e s ir a b le m ateria l w asn*t

se llin g v e r y w ell.
A nother b u sh lea g u er is more d ifficu lt to

e v a lu a te . I h a v e a fe w is s u e s o f J e f f r e y L.
Needlem an’s m imeographed b u lle tin . G oing Up,
from th e ea r ly 1980s w hen I w as h is custom er,
p lu s tw o e d i t io n s o f h is in tr o d u c to r y b r o -
ch ure , "A P ractica l A pproach to Stamp In v e s t-
in g a n d C o lle c t in g .* ’ H ere i s h ow h is s p ie l

begins:
"H istory w as made in 1980 w hen a s in g le

s ta m p fr o m B r i t i s h G u ia n a s o ld a t p u b l i c
au ction in New Y ork for a r e c o r d - sh a tte r in g
$ 9 3 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0 . T he o w n e r w a s a n a g e n t f o r a
sy n d ic a te o f e ig h t h a r d -h e a d e d b u sin essm e n
b u y in g stam ps so le ly for in v estm en t p u rp o ses ,
w ho had p u r c h a s e d th e sam e sta m p a t t h e
sam e a u c t io n fo r $ 2 8 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 in 1 9 7 0 . T h e
p rev io u s ow ner had paid $42,000.00.

"Yes, trem endous p ro fits are p o ss ib le in
stam ps. The exam ples a b o v e a r e sp e c ta c u la r
on ly b ecau se o f h ig h p r ic e s ,”

On its fa ce , t h is seem s lik e a p e r s u a s iv e
argum ent for stam ps a s in v estm en ts . A ctually
it is n ’t. When th e am ounts sp e n t for th e P enny
Mkgenta are a d ju ste d to tak e in to accou n t th e
b u y e r ’s prem ium , s e l l e r ’s co m m issio n , b an k
s to r a g e , a n d in s u r a n c e , t h e r a te o f r e t u r n
fro m 1 9 7 0 -to 1 9 8 0 w a s a p p r o x im a t e ly IO5
p ercen t com pounded ann ually . That is not an
ejcceptional re tu r n , p a rticu lar ly for th e b lu est
blue ch ip in p h ila te ly d u rin g th e w ild est boom
y ea rs th e hobb y h as e v er ex p er ien ced . I f it s
c u r r e n t o w n er w e r e to p u t i t o n th e b lo c k
tom orrow , sh o u ld he or sh e e x p e c t a hammer
p r ic e o f $3.12 m illion? T h a t’s w h at w o u ld b e
requ ired to m atch th e 1970 to 1980 gain .

The th in g th a t m akes G oing Up d ifficu lt to
a n a ly z e q u a n t i t a t i v e l y i s t h a t t h e r e ’ s n o
reliab le re fer en c e for to d a y ’s m arket in many
of th e gimmicky item s Needleman w as p edd ling
a few y ea rs ago: h u g e m u lti-co u ntry om nibus
is su e s , m odern fo re ig n p roofs , u n lis ted o v e r -
p r in ts , b o o k le ts , g u t te r p a ir s , s o u v e n ir c o v -
e r s , y e a r p a c k s , and p o s ta l s t a t io n e r y . B u t

som e ite m s c a n be r e a d ily fo u n d in th e 1990
S co tt ca ta log , and I h ave ch eck ed all th ose .

Needlem an sh ou ld h ave ceilled h is b u lle tin
Going Dowii. A lth o u g h a few item s he o ffe r e d

fo r sa le b e tw e e n 1981 a n d 1983 to d a y h a v e
c a t a lo g v a lu e s a t in y b i t h ig h e r t h a n h i s
o r ig in a l p r ic e s , th e g r e a t m ajority have d e -
c lin e d , som e p r e c ip ito u sly . In 1981 and 1982,
Needleman w a s .se llin g Belgium S co tt No. B34-
47 for $1400. Today th e s e t h as a S co tt va lue
o f $46 6 .85 . E ven if N eed lem an’s " in v e s to r s ”
c o u ld f in d p u r c h a s e r s w i l l in g t o p a y f u l l
catalog for th e ir stam ps, th e y h ave lo s t a lot
o f money.

S in ce th e ea r ly 1970s, Dr. R obert Rabino-
w itz h as b een p u b lish in g a d v iso ry n e w sle tter s
p r e d ic t in g m a r k e t p e r fo r m a n c e o f U n ite d
S ta te s m int s in g le s a n d p la te b lo c k s . ( I t i s
u n c lea r to me how a d o cto ra te in c h e m is tr y
q ua lifie s him a s a stamp se e r or d ealer, b u t he
has alw ays prom oted him self d eg ree f ir s t.)

Bob h ad p ro m ised to su p p ly s e v e r a l i s -
su e s o f h is n ew sle tter for th is rev iew , b u t he
n ev e r se n t them , th u s p a ssin g up h is oppor-
tu n ity t o sh ow o f f h is g r e a te s t c r y s t a l b a ll
gaz in g s u c c e s s e s . I h a v e th e re fo re r e lie d o n
i s s u e s m ade a v a ila b le b y o t h e r s , w h a te v e r
happ en ed to be availab le a t random.

In th e ir ea r ly y e a rs , the, n e w sle tter s w ere
sep arate , one to u tin g mint s in g le s , th e o th er ,
p la te b lo c k s . More r e c e n t ly R a b in o w itz h a s
m erged them in to a com bined P la te B lock a n d
U.S. S in g le N ew sle tte r .

The e a r lie st o n e . availab le in th is su r v e y
i s t h e J u n e 1 9 76 i s s u e o f t h e P la t e B lo c k
A d v is o r y N ew sle tte r . R abinow itz’s "Plate Block
of th e Month” w a s S co tt No. 1021, th e 5 -c e n t
T okyo Bay com m em orative o f 1953. He u r g e d
hii^ clientfe to b u y it , p a y in g up to 85 c e n ts .
T oday, a lm ost 14 y e a r s la ter , .it h a s a S c o tt
v a lu e o f 90 c e n ts . Some ite m s h e p lu g g e d in
th e same is su e —th e 50 S ta te F lags s h e e ts and
B ic e n te n n ia l s o u v e n ir s h e e t s —h a v e f a r e d
b e tte r ., b u t s t i l l n o t a s to h a v e p r o d u c e d a
r e t u r n c o m p a r a b le to a p r u d e n t g e n u in e
in v e s tm e n t . O th er s fa r e d w o r se : He u r g e d
p a y in g up to 75 c e n ts p er p late block o f S co tt
No. 1456-1469, th e 6- c e n t Colonial C raftsm en
is s u e , w hich to da y c a ta lo g s fo r 65 c e n t s . He
recom m ended b u y in g fu ll s h e e t s o f S co tt No.
9 0 9 -9 2 1 , th e O v e r r u n C o u n tr ie s i s s u e , f o r
" u n d e r $115 .” If y o u c o u n t all th e prem ium s
for in scr ip tio n b lo ck s, th e S co tt cata log va lue
h as n ot q u ite doubled th a t b u y p r ice , b u t th is
is one of th e m ost w id ely d iscou n ted item s on
th e U.S. m arket, availab le fo r $89 tod ay.
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The v e r y f ir s t is su e o f R abinow itz’s M int

U.S. S in g le N e w s le tte r , d ated Ju ne 1977, sh ow s
th e same mixed, b u t p v era ll poor, r e su lt . The
“ Mint U.S. S in g le o f th e M onth” w as S c o tt No.
7 56 -76 5 , t h e im p erfo ra te N ational P a rk s s e t ,
recom m en ded a t a n y p r ic e u p t o $6 p e r s e t .
C ata log v a lu e to d a y is $13.57; r e ta i l r a n g e s
from $8.50 to $12 p er se t.

In May 1980, th e “ Mint U.S. S in g le of th e
M onth” w as S c o tt No. 828 , t h e 2 4 -c e n t B en-
ja m in H a r r is o n s ta m p in t h e P r e s i d e n t i a l
s e r ie s , “ up to $4.00-4 .25 , m aybe a b it h ig h er ,
is reco m m end ed ; d o w n sid e r is k i s m inim al.”
T o d a y i t c a t a lo g s f o r $ 3 .7 5 . O th e r P r e x ie s
tip p ed in th e same is su e h ave a lso d ec lin ed in
v a lu e s in ce th en . He w as s t il l prom oting im perf
P a rk s, t h is tim e-at u p to $20 p er se t! F o rtu -
n a te ly some of h is fo llow ers would h ave b een
able to c o s t-a v e r a g e th e ir lo s se s downw ard on
th a t on e, if th e y had also b o u g h t a t th e r ec -
om mended p rice th r ee y e a r s earlier .

T h ese exam p les are r e p r e se n ta tiv e o f a ll
th e R a b in o w itz n e w s le t t e r s I h a v e s e e n , in -
c lu d in g ,a cou p le o f la te r com bined is s u e s from
1985 . O ne c o u ld q u a l if y t h e s e p o in t s in t h e
sam e w ay M yron Hill q u a lif ie d h is r e v iew o f
John R oss’s colum ns, b u t w ith one s ig n ific a n t
d iffe r en c e . R abinowitz c h a r g e s more ($18 p er
y ea r fo r 11 is s u e s ) and d e liv e r s le s s . P erh aps
a la r g e r sam ple w ould req u ire a d ju stm en ts in
my com m ents h e r e , b u t c e r ta in ly n o t in a n y
fu n d a m en ta l w ay . Mint U n ited S ta te s s in g le s
and p la te b lo ck s are not, and can n ot b e, good
in v es tm en ts .

All o f u s in th e hobby—co llec to rs , d ea lers,
and e s p e c ia lly w r ite r s—h a v e an o b lig a t io n to
te ll th e tr u th ab ou t th e se r e a litie s , and n ot to
o b fu s c a te or m y stify them . Yet o f te n w hen I
d is c u s s th is w ith c o llea g u es, I am told th a t th e
tr u th w ill dam pen en th u sia sm for th e h o b b y .
I d o n ’t b e liev e it.

W h eth er or n o t p o rk b e l ly f u tu r e s a r e
a d v isa b le , I c a n ’t sa y . B u t I do b e lie v e som e
•people owe Dick Sine an ap ology . ■

i n E * l r x i l a t e l 3 7 -

B y L. D. M ayo Jr.

O ver th e p a s t y ea r or so th e r e seem s t o
h a v e b e e n a n i n c r e a s i n g c o n c e r n w ith t h e
is s u e o f v a lu e and p r ic e s am ongst stam p and
p o s ta l h i s to r y c o l le c t o r s . V alu e h a s a lw a y s
b een im portant to p h ila te lis ts , who tra d itio n a l-
ly - h a v e h a d to d e f e n d t h e m s e lv e s a g a i n s t
bem usem ent, am usem ent and e v e n th e je e r s of
n o n -C O H e cto rs ( “ You m ean you r e a l ly s p e n t
th a t m u ch fo r t h a t l i t t l e p ie c e o f w a s te p a -

p e r ? ! ” ) and e v e n a g a in s t t h e r e s e n tm e n t o f
n o n -co llec tin g sp o u se s . I t h a s b een nice to be
able to sa y , “ Well, y e s , i t ’s a lo t o f m oney, but
you se e I e x p e c t I ’l l be able to g e t XXX p e r-
c e n t of i t back w h en I d ecid e to seU i t .”

A ctually sh ow ing a p ro fit on a sa le takes
th e w ind o u t o f th e sa ils o f q u ite a few mock-
e r s , and tran sform s th e trium phant p h ila te list
in t o s o m e o n e w h o i s p e r h a p s s t r a n g e b u t
ca n n y , ra th er th a n str a n g e and an id iot. Thus,
fo r m any (I w ou ld sa y m ost) p h i la te lis t s , th e
is s u e o f v a lu e /p r ic e ta k e s on an im portance
b eyon d th e o b v io u s m on etary a sp e c t; it a lso
g e t s t ie d u p w ith th e ir id e a s o f s e l f w o rth .
Any in s e c u r ity in su c h a cru cia l area te n d s to
be b r o a d c a st to t h e tr a d e , th e m edia, and to
o th e r co llec to rs.

The p a s t y ea r or th re e h ave , I th in k , seen
t h e e m e r g e n c e o f s e v e r a l f a c t o r s w h ic h
th r e a ten th e co n fid en ce o f p h ila te lis ts in the
w orth o f th e ir c o llec tib le s and th e w o rth in ess
o f t h e i r a v o c a t io n . F ir s t a n d f o r e m o s t i s
S c o tt ’s j ig g e r in g w ith t h e ir c a ta lo g v a lu e s ,
y ie ld in g t h r e e p r ic in g s t r u c t u r e s in th r e e
y e a r s —e a c h o f w h ic h h a s b e e n lo u d ly a n d
p e r s is te n t ly ca lled w rong b y v a r io u s exp erts.
W ithout g e t t in g in to t h e m erits a n d d em er its
o f S c o tt’s ch a n g e of p h ilo so p h y or it s sp ec ific
a c tio n s in su p p o rt o f th a t ch a n g e , I th in k it is
fa ir to sa y th a t th e m ere o ccu rren ce o f th e se
c h a n g e s in t h e g e n e r a l l y a c k n o w l e d g e d
“ b ib le ” of A m erican p h ila t e ly h as c r e a te d a
s e n s e t h a t a v e r y la r g e p a r t o f p r ic in g in
p h ila te ly is a r tif ic ia l and a rb itrary .

In a s e n se stam p co lle cto rs are su dd en ly
f in d in g t h e ir “ c h a r t s ” u n r e l ia b le a n d u n -
c e r t a in , p la c in g th e m in a m a r k et s i tu a t io n
more sim ilar to th a t of p o s ta l h is to r y c o lle c -
t o r s lo n g u s e d t o s a i l i n g in u n c h a r te d o r
p o o r ly c h a r te d w a te r s . I t is my f e e lin g th a t
th is v e r y lack o f re lia b le m arket p r ic in g fo r
p o sta l h isto r y m aterial co n tr ib u ted to many of
th e stam p c o l le c t o r s ’ d e c is io n to s t a y aw ay
from p o sta l h isto r y in th e f ir s t p lace. .

Now, to sa y 'th a t p h ila te lic p r icin g is arti-
fic ia l and a rb itra ry is n ot to sa y th a t i t is , or
n e e d b e , a t o t a l c r a p s h o o t . W hen w e a r e a ll
d e c id in g t o be a r b itr a r y and a r t if ic ia l in th e
same w ay (su ch as b e liev in g th a t th a t p iece of
p a p er w ith all o f th e in k m arks th a t add up to
a $ 1 0 b i l l i s a g o o d t r a d e f o r s o m e t h in g
“ w o rth ” $ 10), e v e r y th in g is fin e and life and
b u s in e s s g o o n , fo r b e t t e r o r w o r s e , in an
o r d e r ly m anner. H ow ever w h en , e s p e c ia lly in
th e c a s e o f m a ter ia l w ith n o in t r in s ic v a lu e ,
p eo p le’s a rb itra ry v a lu a tio n s do n ot a g r ee , all
h ell is lik e ly to b reak loose . Trade may go on,
b u t a t a r e d u c e d l e v e l , a n d w ith a l o t l e s s
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con fid ence on th e p a r t o f th e tra d er s th a t th e
game is w orth it.

The'^second fa c to r i s t h a t , fo r th e v a s t
m ajority o f p h ila te lic m aterial th a t is b o u g h t
and so ld (i.e ., stam p s), we have had a d ecad e-
long fa lling m arket—and it is dam nably d iffi-
c u lt fo r th e c o l le c to r to com e up w ith t h a t
th ird "X” in d e fe n se o f h is b u y in g p rice w hen
it com es time to se ll in su ch a m arket. People
have o f co u rse known ab out th e fa lling jnarket
f o r ~ y e a r s , b u t i t h a s n o t b e e n a n u r g e n t
p rob lem fo r m ost o f th em . A b se n t d e a th o r
s e v e r e i l ln e s s (c o n d it io n s w h ich r e n d e r th e
s e l le r b e y o n d c a r in g a b o u t th e r e s u l t , an d
w h ich do a w o n d e r fu l jo b o f s t i f l in g com -
p la in ts) m ost h ave b een u n der no p r e ssu re to
se ll and (if th ere is an y su b sta n c e to th e cr ie s
o f au ction h o u ses th ro u g h o u t th is period th at
good m aterial ju s t has not b een availab le a s it
was in th e ’70s) have n ot b een se llin g .

The id ea of h o ld in g on to th e o ld c o lle c -
t io n u n t i l a b e t t e r d a y d ow n th e r o a d h a s
alw ays been th ere to com fort th e a fflic ted and,
in th e m eantim e, th e d rop in p r ic e s h a s a f -
forded many th e o p p o rtu n ity to " b uy sm art”
in a n tic ip a tio n of th e com in g r e v iv a l o f th e
m arket. H ow ever, ten y e a r s is a lo n g time to
be optim istic in ou r p u sh -b u tto n so c ie ty , and
w h en o n e a d d s to th a t w e ig h t o f y e a r s th e
u n certa in ty in trod u ced by th e ca ta lo g -p r ic in g
brouhaha and s to r ie s in th e p h ila te lic p r e s s
abou t th e dem ise o f stam p sto r e s, th e p o ssib le
coming d ec lin e in b o u rse d ea ler s , and how a
sin g le show su ch a s World Stamp Expo may be
m a k e-o r -b rea k fo r a num ber o f d e a le r s , i t i s
e a s y to se e how p eo p le m ig h t b e g in , a l l o f a
su d d e n as it w e r e , to w o r r y a b o u t w h e th e r
t h e y h a v e in f a c t b e e n b u y i n g s m a r t o r
throw ing th e ir m oney down a hole.

T he th ir d in g r e d ie n t in t h i s r e c ip e fo r
h eigh ten ed con cern o v er va lu e is th e fa c t th a t
th ere ap p ears to be an in crea s in g fe e lin g th a t
th e s p r e a d b e tw e e n w h a t (b o th sta m p a n d
p o sta l h is to r y ) d e a le r s w ill p ay fo r m a teria l
and w h at th e y c h a r g e for it i s w id en in g . In
a d d itio n to m aking e v e n th a t seco n d "X ” in
th e p e r c e n t-o f-p u r c h a se -p r ic e -r ea liz e d -u p o n -
sa le look m ighty anaem ic, one s e n se s th a t th is
is c a u s in g in c r e a s in g ly la r g e n u m b e r s o f
co llectors to p erce iv e (w ron g ly , I would say)
th at in c rea s in g ly la rge num bers o f d ea lers are
p la y in g them for chum pb b y a r b itr a r ily an d
r a p a c io u s ly r a is in g p r ic e s c h .a r g e d w h ile
lo w er in g p r ic e s p a id . The id ea th a t o n e w ill
n o t g e t a n e v e n b r e a k o n th e b u y in g e n d ,
added to th e gloomy m arket p ro g n o sis and th e
u n cer ta in ty o v e r ju s t w h at b a s is p eo p le w ill

h a v e for t r y in g to a g r e e a b o u t v a lu e —all o f
w h ic h a d d s u p to a p o t e n t ia l b a t h o n t h e
s e l l in g e n d —d o e s n o t h in g t o b r ig h te n t h e
p h ila te lis t’s- day.

All th e se co llector co n cern s are p e r fe c tly
normal and u n derstand able .

At th is p o in t, I su p p o se I co u ld a d v a nce
all so r ts o f rea so n s w hy th e situ a tion w ill g e t
b e tter b u t, fran k ly , I do n ot se e th o se rea so n s
o n .th e h o r iz o n . My a s s u m p t io n is t h a t t h e
fo r c e s d r iv in g th e m a r k et now w ill s t i l l b e
o p e r a tin g fo r th e fo r e s e e a b le fu tu r e . I t w ill
ta k e s e v e r a l y e a r s for a c o n s e n s u s to form
abou t how cata log v a lu e s and«m arket v a lu e s
r e la te , a n d e v e n lo n g e r fo r th e fa ith o f an
e a r lie r d a y , th a t th e r e is re a l, t r u s tw o r th y ,
co n tin u in g v a lu e in a r tic le s p h ila te lic , to b e
resto red .

As h as b een th e ca se for th e p a st sev era l
y ea r s, th ere is no ap p aren t reason to assum e
th a t th e m arket is on the v e r g e o f a period of
lon g -term grow th. And all s ig n s v is ib le to me
in d ica te th a t d ea lers a s a whole will con tin ue
to be fa c e d w ith o v e r h e a d c o s t s t h a t a r e
r is in g f a s te r th a n volum e of dem and , w h ic h
m eans th a t th e on ly w ay for them to s ta y ev en
w ill be to in c re a se th e p r o fit m argin on ea ch
tran saction .

A ssum ing th e se con d itions, le t me s u g g e s t
th a t th ere are on ly tw o rational r e sp o n ses for
th e th in k in g p h ila te list . The f ir s t is to red e-
fin e p h ila telic h a p p in ess to h in ge le s s (p re fer-
ab ly not a t all) on r e tu r n -o n -in v estm en t and
more in term s of q u a lity le isu r e -tim e e x p e r i-
en ce. The second is to c u t your lo s se s or not,
a s you ch oose , b u t in an y e v e n t to sto p mak-
in g n ew in v e s tm e n ts in th is o v erw h e lm in g ly
n eg a tiv e in vestm en t clim ate, and to g e t a new
hob by w ith more m oney-m aking potentia l.

(This la s t option is not so fa r -fe tc h e d as
it m ight seem . My d e n tis t, a v e r y b r ig h t man,
h a s b e e n tr a c k in g an d m o d ellin g th e s to c k
m arket on h is com puter for se v e ra l y e a rs , as
a m ean s of te n s io n r e le a se . He is now s u f f i -
c ie n tly co n fid en t o f h is a b ilitie s to in v e s t real
m oney on stock fu tu r e s . He rep o r ts th a t he is
a) h a v in g a b a ll a n d b ) m a k in g m o n ey . My
lo c a l p a p e r h a s r e c e n t l y c a r r i e d a l a r g e
sp read on th e grow th of in v estm en t c lu b s th a t
should make stam p c lu b s en v io u s. T his tip is
p rovid ed free o f ch arg e for th o se o f you who
h a v e s e r io u s ly a s k e d , a s o n e e x a s p e r a t e d
cu stom er r e c e n tly d id , " I s n ’t th e r e an y w ay
th a t a c o l le c to r ca n com e o u t a t l e a s t e v e n
w ithout b eing a d ea ler?” )

Okay, for th o se o f you who have not de-
c id ed to run fo r g r e e n er p a s tu r e s , le t ’s ta lk
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a b o u t v a l u e f o r y o u r m o n e y in t h i s n e w ,
r e tu r n -o n - in v estm e n t -d e - em phas ized mind -
s e t.

Now, v a lu e i s a p r e tt y sim ple c o n c e p t a s
d efin ed b y the. law in term s of w hat a w illing
b u y e r w ill g iv e a s e l l e r f o r s o m e th in g in a
tr a n sa c t io n fr e e from a n y d u r e s s o n e ith e r
s id e . H ow ever, in p r a c t ic e , i t ’s a b it to u g h e r
to f ig u re o u t, and for th in g s la ck in g in tr in s ic
v a lu e , t h e ir v a lu e h a s t h e a d d e d ch arm o f
b e in g extrem ely sh o r t-l iv e d .

I h a v e m a in ta in e d f o r so m e t im e t h a t
p h ila te lic m ateria l is w ith o u t in t r in s ic v a l-
u e—d e fin e d in m y le g a l d ic t io n a r y a s " th e
tr u e , in h e r en t and e s s e n t ia l v a lu e of a th in g ,
n ot d ep en d in g upon a cc id e n t, p lace or p erso n ,
b u t th e same e v e r y w h e r e and to e v e r y o n e .”
What I mean b y th is is th a t, if you w ere to go
to y ou r loca l p u rv e y o r of fa s t foo d—or alm ost
a n yw h ere e lse in th e w orld—and lay a p h ila te l-
ic tr e a su r e dow n on th e c o u n te r in p a y m en t,
t h e o d d s a r e y o u ’d be la u g h e d o u t o f t h e
s t o r e . N o t w i t h s t a n d in g m y b e l i e f , a s o n e
q u ic k - w it te d l i s t e n e r r e m a r k ed r e c e n t ly , I
h a ve a lo t o f m oney tie d up in th is in tr in s ic a l-
ly v a lu e les s m aterial. So, w hile b e liev in g th a t
p h i la te lic m a teria l h as v ir t u a l ly no v a lu e to
th e v a s t m ajority o f p eo p le , s t ill I o b v io u s ly
b e lie v e , a n d f e r v e n t ly h o p e , th a t p h ila te lic
m ater ia l h a s som e v a lu e t o som eon e. L iv in g
u n d e r t h e n e e d to f u l f i l l t h a t h o p e i s m y
b u rd en , th e e s s e n c e o f my w ork as a dealer—in
fa c t, t h e q u in te s s e n t ia l d if fe r e n c e b e tw e e n
d ea lin g and co llec tin g , a s I se e it.

G e t t in g b a c k t o t h e " s im p l e ’’ i s s u e o f
v a lu e , co n sid er fo r a moment th e f l ig h t co v er
from U pper Whozit th a t d ea ler A ju s t sold for
$25 t o c o l le c t o r X, a n d a n o t h e r , e s s e n t i a l ly
id e n t ic a l c o v e r , w h ich d e a le r B j u s t so ld to
th e same co llecto r X for $50. Now le t ’s assum e
t h a t d e a le r C, p r i v y to b o th t r a n s a c t i o n s ,
f in d s th a t he can b u y from d ealer D for $20 a
th ir d c o v e r w h ich is a tw in ( tr ip le t? ) to th e
-ones sold b y A & B. J a ck ra b b it-q u ick he sn a p s
it u p , d e c id e s to q u ic k ly d o u b le h is m o n ey ,
and o ffe r s it to co llecto r X for $40. C ollector X
s a y s , "Why, th a n k s for sh ow ing me th a t, b u t
I j u s t r e c e n t l^ b o u g h t tWo o f th e se so I could

show both s id e s o f th e c o v e r w ithou t explod-
in g it. While you r p rice is c er ta in ly reasonab le
and I w ish I ’d se e n y o u r s b efore I s p e n t $50
o n t h i s o t h e r o n e , I j u s t d o n ’t n e e d a n y
m ore.’’ Dealer C is not as h a p p y as if h e ’d sold
th e c o v e r in a q uick flip b u t, w hat th e h eck ,
he s h o w e d h is man h e w a s t r y i n g h a rd fo r
him, and he s t i l l h a s a c o v e r th a t X said w a s
rea so n a b le a t $40 and for w hich h e a ctua lly

p a id $50. So, C p u t s t h e c o v e r in to s to ck a t
$50 and w aits fo r i t to se ll.

G iven a c tu a l s a le s o f $20, $25, and $50,
th e r e fu sa l o f an o ffe r a t $40 b y th e man who
had j u s t p a id $50, a n d t h e p r e s e n c e o n th e
m a r k e t o f o n e s u c h c o v e r a t $ 5 0 , w h a t a r e
th e se th in g s w orth? The a n sw er, as b e s t I’ve
b een able to o b s e r v e , is w hat you can g e t for
th e m —w h ic h i s a s c a r y a n s w e r t o a lo t o f
c o l l e c t o r s , a n d t o n o t a f e w d e a le r s . W hile
many d e a le r s o p e r a tin g in w a te r s u n ch a rted
b y c a ta lo g s, m y se lf in c lu d e d , te n d to view a
r e a l-l ife sa le p rice a s a good in d icato r of what
th e same or e ss e n t ia lly sim ilar m aterial should
be e x p e c te d to b r in g th e n e x t tim e it i s o f-
fe r ed (a fter all, t h is is much m ore s c ie n tif ic
th a n o u r u s u a l f l y i n g - b y - t h e - s e a t - o f - t h e -
p a n ts a p p r o a c h ) , i t is in f a c t n o th in g m ore
th a n an e x tr a b it o f ed u ca tio n in a v a lu a tion
sy stem b u ilt on m o r e -o r -le ss ed uca ted g u e ss -
in g .

Add to t h e e q u a tio n t h e f a c t t h a t many
ite m s a r e b o u g h t fo r r e a s o n s th a t h ad a b -
s o lu te ly n o t h in g to d o w ith w h y t h e d e a le r
p r ic e d th em th e w a y he d id , and t h is b it o f
inform ation may tu rn o u t to be a b it o f m isin-
fo r m a tio n . I r e c e n t l y h ad a c o l le c t o r w ho I
knew to be v e r y se r io u s ab ou t XXX and colo-
n ies go th r o u g h m y s to c k p u llin g o u t c o v e r s
from e v e r y w h e r e e ls e b u t, e n d in g u p w ith a
la rg e 3 -f ig u r e p u rch a se . I w as fla b b er g a sted ,

-and w anted to know w hy; he wa^ a good g u y ,
so h e told me. S eem s h e ’d ju s t b o u g h t e v e r y
c o y e r I ow ned w ith a ZZZ backstam p, b ecause
he had d ecid ed to s tu d y mail r o u tin g s th rough
ZZZ. N e e d le ss to s a y , th e la s t th in g I w ou ld
h a ve p r iced for—e v e n had th e ZZZ backstam ps
r e g is te r e d w ith me—w as ZZZ backstam ps.

The fa c ts are th a t sa le p rice te n d s to be
s e t on the dem and sid e , n ot th e s u p p ly s id e ,
and th a t from p erso n to p erso n , b ea u ty is in
th e e y e o f th e b eh o ld e r , t h e s tr e n g th of th e
com pulsion to a cq u ire v a r ie s , and th e v a lu e of
m oney it s e lf v a r ie s d ep en d in g on fa c to r s su ch
a s the in d iv id u a l’s em otional attach m en t to it
(b le s s S croo ge McDuck fo r p ro v id in g a handy
illu stra tio n ) and how much o f it he h as. Mak-
in g t h e s i tu a t io n e v e n m ore " i n t e r e s t i n g ,”
th e se fa c to r s can v a r y w ith in th e same in d i-
v id u a l o v e r tim e, th e ir s ig n ific a n ce w ith in his
in d iv id u a l eq uation fo r a ss ig n in g v a lu e being
a f f e c te d b y e x t r a n e o u s f a c t o r s so t h a t th e
c o v e r n ot w orth b u y in g one day is more than
w orth it th e next.

F ina lly , m arkets fo r many ty p e s o f item s
(e s p e c ia l ly t r u e ’f o r p o s ta l h is to r y , b u t a lso
tr u e in th e c a se o f tr u ly sc a r ce stam ps) are
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ren d ered vo la tile b y th e fa c t th a t th e y ten d to
be small a n d frag m en ted , w ith r e la tiv e ly low
le v e ls o f in fo r m a tio n t r a n s f e r b e tw e e n th e
v a r io u s fr a g m e n ts. In p r a c t ic a l te r m s , t h is
means th a t the death or retirem ent from col-
lec tin g o f one or a few ser io u s co llecto rs o f a
g iven area, or th e d isco v e ry o f ju s t a few ad-
ditional specim ens of a m u ch -sou gh t a fte r item
can se v e r e ly a lter the va lu e o f m aterial in th a t
t y p e o f item in a t le a s t som e p a r t s o f t h a t
market.

For th e collector con cern ed ab out recou p-
in g h is " in v estm en t” or abou t n ot look ing like
a fo o lish v ictim o f som e w ily d ea ler , th is can
be sca ry b ecau se he d o e sn ’t know w h eth er he
is '" s p e n d in g to o m u ch ” fo-r s o m e th in g . (In
fa c t, th e more n a k ed in tru s io n o f t h is " i t ’s
w o r th w h a t y o u ca n g e t f o r i t ” v a lu a t io n
s y s te m d u e t o t h e u n c e r t a i n t y o v e r w h a t
catalog v a lu es mean now adays is w hat ca u se s
me to a s s ig n th a t fac to r p r io r ity a s a cau se o f
th e c u r r e n t in c r e a s e in c o n c e r n o v e r v a lu e
th ro u g ho u t stampdom.)

Now le t ’s g e t down to w hat all th is means
for you an d me in p h i la t e ly -a s - p u r e -e n jo y -
m ent. In a n u ts h e l l , i t m eans th a t w h a te v e r
money i s sp en t on you r co llectio n sh o u ld b e
w ritten o ff as th e p rice o f a tic k e t to th e ball
(no p a r t o f w h ich w ill e v e r be r e fu n d e d to
you) or as th e a n te in a s.ociab le p ok er gam e
(w h ere y ou m ay or m ay n o t g e t it b a c k d e -
p en d in g o n th e lu ck o f th e c a r d s , b u t w h ere
you r e a l ly d o n ’t c a re a b o u t t h is , a s y o u a r e
th ere for th e p lay itse lf , so th a t th e m oney is
of second ary im portance).

The f ir s t ru les to co llectin g in th is man-
n er a r e 1 ) to f ig u r e o u t w h a t it i s y o u w ill
e n jo y c o lle c t in g ; 2 ) to f ig u r e o u t how m uch
you ca n sp en d on y o u r c o l le c t io n w ith o u t i t
c eas in g to be fun; [2f ) to v e r ify th a t you can
h a n d le 1) w ith in th e l im its o f 2 )]; a n d 3) to
stick w ithin th a t b u d get-^11 w hile s tu d io u sly
refu s in g to co n sid er w hat you can g e t ou t o f
your co llection w hen you are done w ith it. The
minute y ou s ta r t th in k in g in term s o f "What
am I g e ttin g out o f th is b e s id e s th e jo y o f the
m om ent?” y o u , an d o n ly y o u , d im in ish y o u r
enjoym ent o f th e moment in fa vo r o f w orry in g
about so m eth in g w ith so m any v a r ia b le s b e -
yond your control th a t th e on ly sa n e th in g s to
do are to s to p c o lle c t in g o r to sto p th in k in g
about it (again ). I f you are lu ck y in w hat you
b u y , th ere will be a b e tte r m arket for it w hen
you a r e d o n e , a n d y o u ’l l g e t som e o r a ll o f
what you sp e n t back , or m aybe ev en a p rofit .
However, th a t is a major, a m onumental, m aybe
even a m onstrous " if ,” and it is b e st for th e

sake o f you r p r e se n t enjoym ent to ig n o re th e
p o ssib ility to ta lly .

When jeered a t b y m ainstream America for
th is q u a in t sq u a n d er in g o f v a lu a b le a s s e t s ,
r a th e r th a n f a l l in g b a c k o n t h e —p r o b a b ly
sp u rio u s—"sm art in v e stm e n t” a rg u m en t, th e
c o l le c to r - fo r -p u r e -p le a s u r e sh o u ld th e n b e
read y w ith som ething along th e lin es o f "You
k n o w , i t i s r e a l ly s t r a n g e th e w a y p e o p le
sp end th e ir e x c e s s fu n d s . Some like to go on
c r u is e s w here th e y can o v erea t and dance so
late in to th e n ig h t th a t th e y .have to ta k e an
extra w eek o ff to reco v er b efore go ing back to
work. O thers lik e to p u t w eircfV hem icals in to
th e ir b o d ies e v e n if i t c a n k ill them . O th ers
g e t th e g r e a t e s t k ic k in th e w or ld b u y in g
e x p e n siv e g o lf c lu b s and p a y in g fo r le s s o n s
a n d g r e e n s f e e s s o t h e y ca n h it l i t t l e b a l ls
in to l i t t l e h o le s o v e r a n d o v e r a g a in w h ile
r isk in g h eat stro k e or death b y lig h tn in g . So
w h y a r e y ou p ic k in g on me w h en y o u d o n ’t
g iv e t h e s e p e o p le a n y g a r b a g e a b o u t n o t
g e t t in g an y of t h e ir m oney back? What I d o
g iv e s me a lo t o f p le a su r e , I w on ’t g e t AIDS
from it , i t w on’t make me fa t or fr y my brain,
and w hen I ch oose to do it w ith o th ers we do
it in s id e a n d it d o e s n ’t s c a r e th e h o r s e s . I f
y o u ’re r e a l ly c o n c e r n e d a b o u t s a v in g o th e r
p e o p le ’s s p a r e c h a n g e , g o p ic k o n so m eo n e
e l s e . A n d if y o u ’r e n o t , a n d h a v e a s p a r e
m inute, le t me show you th is rea lly n eat co v er
from U pper Whozit th a t I ju s t b o u g h t.”

T his is n ot to sa y th a t th e p le a su r e -d r iv -
en co llector should tak e h is stam p b u d g et, run
as fa s t a s p o ss ib le to The G aping Hole Stam p
C om p an y a n d p o u r i t in ( u n l e s s h e i s t h e
w a r p e d e x c e p t io n to t h e g e n e r a l p o p u la -
tion—w hich b e lie v e s in g e ttin g th e m ost bang
fo r i t s b u c k —in w h ic h c a s e , p o u r a w a y i f
th a t ’s w h at tu rn s y o u o n ). Most o f u s do n o t
g e t p leasu re from a se n se o f h av in g overp a id
for som eth ing, how ever we h ave a rr iv ed a t a
se n se o f w hat a p rop er p rice is , and w h atever
our fu tu r e p la n s for th e item s we p u r c h a se .
What th is w orks ou t to is th e fo ur th ru le for
th e c o lle c to r - fo r -p le a su r e : learn to p a s s u p
th o se p u rch a ses th a t do not make you happy,
a n d to in d u lg e in t h o s e t h a t do m ak e y o u
h ap py (w hatever th e ab solu te co s t, so lon g as
it is w ith in you r b u d ge t).

I f e x p e r ie n c e in d ic a te s th a t so m e th in g ,
w hen it is a va ila b le , i s av a ilab le fo r sa y , $5,
and th a t su c h ite m s pop u p w ith c o n s is t e n t
fr e q u e n c y , th e a v e r a g e p e r so n would n o t b e
h a p p y p a y in g $25 fo r i t —in w h ic h c a s e , h e
sh ou ld p a ss up th e o ffer a t th a t p r ice. On th e
o th er hand, if i t ’s som ething th a t tu rn s you
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f on e v e n th o u g h it c o s is te n tim es w hat y o u ’Ve

I e v e r s p e n t o n a s i n g l e i t e m b e f o r e , y o u r

I b u d g e t w ill h a n d le th e p u r c h a s e , a n d y o u
I k n ow y o u ’ll h a te y o u r s e l f in th e m o rn in g i f

you d o n ’t b u y it b e c a u se yOu’v e n e v e r s e e n
on e in y ou r um pteen y ea r s o f se r io u s c o lle c t-

I i n g a n d h a v e n o r e a s o n t o e x p e c t t o s e e
I a n o th e r in t h e n e x t u m p te e n y e a r s , d o y o u
I rea lly h ave a n y b u sin e ss lo s in g sleep o v e r th e
‘ s iz e o f y ou r s u p p l ie r ’s m ark -u p , or th e fa c t

th a t you may h ave ju s t s e t a new p rice record
1 fo r U pper Whozit f l ig h t co v ers?

I The f i f th and s ix th r u le s for th e c o lle c -
I t o r - f o r - p lea s u r e are t o t r y to a v o id an a d -

® v e r s a r ia l r e la t io n sh ip w ith h is s u p p l ie r s an d
I to c o n s id e r each tr a n sa c t io n w ith in th e lo n g

ru n . T he form er ta sk w ould seem t o be s e l f -
. e v id e n t . A fter a ll, life is fu ll o f te n s io n s —w e

can f i g h t d a ily w ith o u r b o s s e s , e m p lo y e e s,

f k id s , sp o u se s and to ta l s tr a n g e r s , so w hy th e
, h eck w ould we w ant to f ig h t w ith o u r stam p

1
d ea ler? P h ila te ly i s fo r re la x a tio n , fo r P e te ’s
sa k e , n o t (for m ost p eop le) fo r le tt in g o n e se lf
be had th e n h a tin g i t , or fo r ta k in g coup in
n eg otia tio n s o v e r p rice . Yet, I re p ea ted ly hear

I p e o p le g r ip in g a b o u t how m uch th e y had to
I p a y s o - a n d - s o fo r s o m e th in g , o r how. t h e y

. w o r k e d u p a s w e a t to g e t h im d o w n t o a
! m e re ly f a r - f e t c h e d r a t h e r th a n a b la ta n t ly

o u tr a g e o u s p r ic e , or (e x c S ss of p ig g ish n e s s )
how t h e y w ere able t o h a g g le som eone dow n

! from a s ta r t in g p r ic e th a t w a s a b a r g a in in

th e f ir s t p lace.
j P ractica lly sp ea k in g , w hen th e c o llec to r -

f o r - p le a s u r e s e e s a g iv e n d e a le r a s a p e r -
s is te n t g o u g e r (or as o th e rw ise u n p le a s a n t) ,
he sh ould sim ply drop him like a h ot rock and
ta k e h is b u s in e s s e lsew h ere . C o n versely , w hen
a d e a le r is fo u n d to be h ig h on som e ite m s ,

'• th e sm art c o lle c to r - fo r -p le a su r e w ill n o t r u n
1 o ff w ith th e " b a r g a in s ” a n d le a v e , or e v e n

■ h a g g le o v e r , th e " o v e r p r ic e d ” item s so lo n g
a s he can g e t e v e r y th in g he w ants w ith in th e
p r ic e h e ’s w illin g to p a y fo r e v e r y t h in g . I f ,
fo r exam ple, he s e e s tw o c o v e r s fo r w hich he
w ould g la d ly p ay $25 each , and on e is p riced
a t $15 a n d t h p o t h e r at $35, h e ’d do w e ll b y
him self to p ick them both uj>—.he g e ts more of
w h at he w an ts a t ^ o v era ll p rice th a t is fa ir
to h im . T he f a c t t h a t he a ls o m ay b e d o in g

. v e r y w ell b y h is su p p lier on th e " o v er p r ice d ”

i co v er sh ould n ot be a tu r n -o ff , e ith er to th e
p u r ch a se or to th e co lle c to r’s en joym en t o f it.
E v en -h a n d ed n e ss w ill help make th e d ea ler’s
jo b m ore e n j o y a b le , a n d it m ig h t- ju s t l ie lp
k eep th a t d ea le r in b u s in e ss , to th e u ltim ate
b e n e fit o f th e co llecto r who fin d s him a u se fu l
so u r ce o f p leasu re .

The sm art c o l le c to r -fo r -p le a s u r e sh ould
n ot, h ow ever, ex p ect to b e n e fit b y tak in g the
sa v in g s from th e reason a b le so u rce and using
them to o f fs e t th e e x c e ss iv e p r ic es ch a rg ed by
th e p e r s is t e n t g o u g e r . O ver tim e, th is r a ise s
th e o d d s th a t th e p r e v io u sly reasonab le dealer
e ith e r w ill s t a r t g o u g in g to o , or th a t he will
lea v e to d ig d itch e s or em pty se p tic ta n k s, or
som ething more p ro fita b le i f n o t more fu n than
stam p d ea lin g , le a v in g c o lle c to r s to th e n o t-
s o -te n d e r m ercies o f th e g o u g ers! E ither way,
you lose .

F inally , th e c o lle c to r -fo r -p le a su r e should
a lw ays be h o n e st w ith him self, and respo n sib le
fo r h is a c tio n s. Forem ost, rea lize th a t se llers
may s e t p r ic e s below w hich th e y w ill not se ll,
b u t b u y e r s s e t p r i c e s a t w h ic h s a l e s a r e
a c tu a lly consum m ated. P r ices a sk ed may go up
fo r a n y nu m ber o f r e a s o n s , b u t u s u a lly b e-
ca u se th er e is a s e n se th a t th er e e x is ts some-
one w illing to p a y them . P r ices s t a y up when
c o llec to r s (contin ue to ) a cce p t them—b ecause
th e p r ice of m aterial th a t co llec to rs r e je c t ei-
t h e r g o e s d o w n , o r i t s t a y s c o n s t a n t y e a r
a fte r y ea r a s th e item la n g u ish e s in th e deal-
e r ’s sto ck , u n til e ith e r th e r ig h t b u y er comes
a lon g, in fla tion c a tc h e s u p , or it g e ts "blown
o u t ” a s p a r t o f a b u lk sa le . T he p r o p e r r e -
sp o n se fo r a c o lle c to r -fo r -p le a su r e to a price
th a t is so h igh a s to in te r fe r e w ith h is en jo y-
m ent o f an item is to p a s s u p th a t item . And
th e p rop er a ttitu d e tow ard a p r ice th a t he is
w illing to p ay ("I w ish I could h ave g o tten it
fo r l e s s ” b eing a c o n sta n t), is to fo r g e t about
i t so th a t he can g e t on to e n jo y in g h is new
a cq uis itio n .

So m uch fo r th e co lle c to r ’s r u les to en jo y
b y . What o b lig a tio n s d o e s t h e d e a le r h a v e?
S e l f - d i a g n o s i s a n d s e l f - p r e s c r i p t i o n a r e
a lw a y s r i s k y , a n d a s a d ea ler I m ay b e le s s
th an q u a lified to sa y w h a t i t is th a t a d ea ler
ow es h is c lie n ts—p erh a p s th is sec tio n w ould be
b ette r w ritten b y co lle c to rs . H ow ever, having
ta k e n a g r e a t d e a l o f tim e to t e l l c o l le c to r s
w hat th e y sh o uld be doing to make co llectin g
more fu n and l e s s s t r e s s f u l th an it h as come
to b e , i t is o n ly fa ir to la y o u t a fe w g u id e -
lin e s fo r d ea lers.

The o v e r r id in g d u ty th a t a g o o d d e a ler
ow es, jo in tly to h im self and h is c lie n te le , is to
k eep him self in b u sin e ss a t a le v e l o f rew ards
a n d in a m a n ner w h ic h m ake him h a p p y , so
lon g a s th e p r a c tic e s spaw ned b y th e se con-
s id e ra tio n s do n o t make h is c lie n te le unh appy .
What th is com es down to is a d elica te balanc-

14 The P h i l a t e l i c C om m unica tor, A.P.S. Writers Unit 30, First Quarter, 1990. Vol. -23, No. 1, Whole No. 87.



in g a c t . W hat h a p p in e s s i s w ill v a r y fro m
p erson to p e rso n , c lien t a s w ell a s d ea ler , so
w h a t t h i s im p lie s fo r d e a le r g o a ls a n d t h e
m anner in w hich he con du cts h is b u s in e s s w ill
v a ry from dealer to d ealer, and for a n y g iv en
d ea ler 'ov er time.

Some d ealers req u ire o n ly th e b asic com-
fo r ts o f life p lu s th e jo y of b e in g ab le to work
at a job th ey lik e—and some c lie n ts are hap py
p rov id ing no more th an th is . For o th er deal-
e r s , i t tak-es a h ig h s ta n d a r d o f l iv in g , th e
a b ility to h a v e a lo t o f tim e o ff , e t c .—a n d i f
th e y ca n d e v e lo p an d k ee p a c l ie n t e le t h a t
d o e s n o t o b j e c t to p r o v id in g t h i s , n o o n e
o u t s id e t h e r e la t io n s h ip s h o u ld c o m p la in .
W hatever it is , th e deM er ow es it to- him self to
ach ieve it , w hile a t th e same time he ow es it to
h is c lie n ts to a ch iev e it w ithou t m aking them
unhappy—^because in th e c o lle c t in g - fo r -p le a -
su r e w o r ld , w h a t he is s e l l in g is h a p p in e s s ,
th e stam ps or c o v e rs or w h atev er he exch an g-
e s fo r h is c l i e n t s ’ m on ey b e in g m ere ly th e
v e s s e ls in w h ich th e e s s e n c e o f th e tr a n s a c -
tion is co n v eyed .

W hatever th e ty p e and le v e l o f rew a rd s
s o u g h t b y a d e a le r , c e r t a i n c o m m o n s e n s e
maxims com e to m ind. For exam ple, d o n ’t s e l l
som ething for w hat it is n ot—and th is ap p lies
eq ua lly to not se llin g a rb itra r ily -p r iced item s
w ith no in tr in s ic v a lu e a s " (so u n d ) in v e s t -
m e n ts” a s it d o e s to n o t s e l l in g regu m m ed
stam ps a s orig in a l gum. Be h o n est, e v en ab out
p r ic in g , if y o u ’r e a s k e d . (I w as o n ce a s k e d ,
w hen I p u t a r ea so n a b ly a g g r e s s iv e r e s e r v e
on som eth ing I’d n ev er seen b efore, and w hich
I t h o u g h t w a s a n e x c i t i n g p ie c e o f p o s t a l
h isto ry , w hy I had r e ser v e d it th a t h igh . My
on ly h o n e st a n sw er , w h ich seem ed ,to s a t is fy
my q u e s t io n e r —h is b id cam e in a t a n e v e n
h igh er f ig u r e—^was "I lik e it th a t m uch, an d
anyone who w ants it is go in g to h ave to like it
th a t much or m ore.’’)

Don’t p u t y o u r se lf in to a situ a tio n w here
the o n ly w ay y o u ’re g o in g to m ake a d e c e n t
p r o fit i s t o p u t on a p r ic e th a t m ak es e v e n
you c r in g e —p u r c h a s in g o n th e g r e a te r fo o l
th e o r y le a v e s y o u v ie w in g y o u r c l i e n t s a s
g r ea te r fcfols, w hich is a lo u sy w a y to r e p a y
y o u r c l ie n t s fo r t h e ir n o n -a d v e r s a r ia l a p -
proach. C o n v e r se ly , c h a r g e w h at it ta k e s to
sta y in b u s in e s s and b e 'h a p p y , i f n e c e s sa r y
ev en w ith ou t fe e lin g g u ilty o v er m onum ental
p r o fits . Y our m arket w ill t e l l you i f y o u a r e
c o n s is ten tly too h igh , and w ill e ith er ev o lv e to

su p p o r t y o u r p r ic e s or w ill e v e n tu a lly d r iv e |
you in to o th er ’-employment.

I h op e t h a t th e crurrent c o n fu s io n an'd I
c o n c e r n o v e r v a lu e s i s a n in d ic a t io n t h a t
p h ila te ly is fin a lly w orking its w ay o u t o f i t s
in v estm en t p h ase—th e cu rre n t d isench an tm ent
a r is in g from a lo t o f c o lle c to r /in v e sto r s fin a lly
r e a liz in g th a t th e y a r e in a h o le from w h ic h
th ere is no ex it fo r th e fo reseea b le fu tu re . If
th is is th e case ,'an d we can g e t .back a s c lose
a s p o s s i b l e t o t h e id e a t h a t p h i l a t e l y i s a
s p e c ia l form of e n ter ta in m e n t , a fa s c in a t in g
w ay to d isp o se o f le isu re time and d iscre tio n -
a ry d o lla r s , th e fu tu r e w ill bn a b e t te r tim e
for t h o s e o f u s , d e a le r s a n d c o l le c to r s , w ho
decide to remain w ith th e hobby. The stam ps
and c o v e r s a r e s t i l l th e r e , w a itin g to be~ c o l-
lec ted , en jo yed and loved fo r th em selv es. ■

‘W l r x i ' t t i . e x T ’ t i n e
G & J T ’m i B L i x J F * o j s I z & l

B y K en L aw ren ce

The m ost dram atic e v e n ts in th e p a st 40
y ea rs b eg a n -unfolding in E ast Germ any la s t
fall—th e m ass exod us from E ast to West by w ay
of H ungary , h u ge p op ular d em on stra tio n s in
L eipzig on O ctober 9 an d w eek ly th e r e a f te r ,
th e op en in g o f th e Berlin Wall on Novem ber 9,
followed b y th e res ig n a tio n o f th e com munist
g o v e r n m e n t , t h e s a c k in g o f s e c r e t p o l i c e
h e a d q u a r te r s , t h e .r e - e m e r g e n c e o f o p e n ly
fa s c is t .m o v e m te n t s , t h « e l e c t io n o f a n o n -
com m unist go vern m ent h ead ed by c o n s e r v a -
t iv e s , a n d th e s t e p - b y - s t e p m arch to w a r d
u nifica tion w ith th e West.

T he p o lit ic a l dram a is r e f le c t e d in th e
p o sta l and p h ila te lic r e c o rd o f th e p a s t s ix
m onths. In th is co u n try , one sh ould be ab le to
r e a d a b o u t i t m o s t a u t h o r i t a t iv e l y in t h e
German P o sta l S p e c ia lis t , m onthly jou rn al o f
The Germany P hilatelic S oc ie ty . U n fortu n ately
•that is .ita po ssib le .

Some time la st year th e GPS fe ll w ay be-
hind sch ed u le . Th6 J u ly issu e,: con ta inin g the
annual d u e s renew al n otice (due to be paid by
A u gu st 31) a rr iv ed late in October; th e A u gu st
i s s u e oh J a n u a ry 9; th e ,S e p te m b e r is s u e o n
F e b r u a r y 8 ; a n d th e O c to b e r i s s u e (w h ic h
rep eats. S ep tem ber’s co n ten ts p age) on March
22. November came on May 3.

That would be a tr a g e d y fo r a n y p h ila telic
p u blica tion , b u t th e tim ing of th e GPS problem
m akes it d o u b ly so . P r o p r ie to r s o f a u c t io n
h o u ses m ust be a g g r iev e d th a t th e ir fu ll - and
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h a lf -p a g e a d v e r t is e m e n ts a p p e a r e d m o n th s
a f t e r t h e e v e n t s t h e y p r o m o te d , f u r t h e r

j com plica ting th e j o u r n o ’s d iff ic u lty .

At C h ica go p ex , ‘d u r in g th e f ir s t w eek o f

I N ovem ber,.the w as .aw arded a gold medal.
No "doubt th e n e x t is s u e , w h a te v e r i t s c o v e r
dAte,' w ill p r o u d ly re p o rt th a t a ch iev em e n t. I

I ca n n o t im agine how it cou ld h a ve h app ened .
I The s o c ie ty 'h a s a d o ze n a ff i l ia te d s tu d y
I ^ g r o u p s , w ith tw o 'm o r e in fo r m a tio n . I am a
f m em ber/jof th r e e -a n d c o n s id e r in g jo in in g a

' f o u r t h , ,e a c h o f w h i c h - i s s u e s o u t s t a n d i n g
l i t e r a t u r e , n o n e o f w h ic h h a s b e e n h o n o red

! w ith a g o ld . I f t h e u m b re lla g r o u p ’s o r g a n

c o n s i s te n t ly c a r r ie d m ateria l o f co m p ara b le

I q u a l i t y , I w o u ld h a v e n o q u a r r e l w ith t h e
j C hicagopex lite ra tu re ju ry ,
f A ccording to th e APS M anual o f P h ila te lic
5 J u d g in g , l i te r a t u r e is e v a lu a te d at n a t io n a l
I sh o w s a cco rd in g to a 10 0-p o int sca le . E ven if

GPS g o t all 60 a v a ila b le p o in ts fo r p r e s e n ta -
tio n , treatm en t, and tech n ica l m atter, it would
s t m n e e d a b o u t 33 o f t h e 40 fo r o r ig in s il i ty ,

* s ig n ific a n c e , and d ep th o f r e sea r c h to q u alify

fo r a gold .
I *Qr, to tr a n sla te th is in to John H otchner’s

v e r n a c u la r , -*‘A c la s s y s o c ie ty jo u r n a l-c h a r -
( a c te r iz ed b y balan ce th a t s e r v e s th e n e e d s of
I i t s r e a d e r s, is w ell p r e se n te d , e a sy to u se , h as
* s u b s ta n t ia l c o n te n t o f lo n g -te r m r e fe r e n c e

^ a lu e , is a ccu ra te and a p p ro p r ia te ly illu s tr a t-
ed sh ould be g iv e n a g o ld m edal.”- {PC,^ F ir s t

Q uarter 1989, p ag e 9.) Both b y th e se c r iter ia
g and b y Diana M an ch ester’s { ib id ., p a ge 4 ), th a t

th e v ir tu e o f lite r a tu re com petitions is in th e
* c r itiq u e and c o n se q u en t im provem ent, th e GPS

gold is d u b iou s.
T ak in g a s my sa m p le th e 12 i s s u e s th a t

a c tu a lly a rr iv e d in time to h av e b een e n ter ed
a t C h icagop ex , t h e y b u lg e w ith s o c ie ty n e w s
and h o u s e k e e p in g , n ew i s s u e s r e p o r ts , a n d
f i l l e r —m o st n o t a b ly t h e f in a l in s t a l l m e n t s
r e p r in t in g p o rtio n s o f ‘Herman Halle’s u n rea d -
ab le b u t im portant r e fe r e n c e book. P a s s in g in
R e v ie w : G erm an P o s tw a r P o s ta l H is to r y 1 94 5 -

< 1949, th a t t h e s o c ie ty i ia d p u b lis h e d w ith o u t
be’n e f i t o f e<Jtting in 1 9 8 4 ‘, a n d a f o u r - p a r t
'se r ies on H itler Photo C ards b y G eorge Kuhn
-^ n- area o f co llec tin g re la ted to p h ila te ly and
w o rth y o f* p u b lica tio n , to be su r e , b u t n o t lio
o versh a d ow th e p h ila te lic c o n te n b o f th e jou r-

nal a s th a t s e r ie s did.
T h ere w e re som e s ig n if ic a n t a r t ic le s o f

e n d u r in g v a lu e , e s p e c ia lly o n fo r g e r ie s , b u t

o r ig in a l s c h o la r s h ip a n d in - d e p t h r e s e a r c h
w ere sp'arse, e sp ec ia lly w hen c o n tra sted to th e
s o c ie ty ’s s tu d y gro u p p u b lica tio n s. A side from
th e u n fa ir n e s s to w o rth ie r p u b lic a tio n s , how

d o es a gold m edal, w h a tev er c r it iq u e may have
a c c o m p a n ie d d t , p r o v i d e a n i n c e n t i v e fo r
im provem ent? The s u b s e q u e n t v ir tu a l d isa p-
p e a r a n c e of t h e jo u r n a l a t th e v e r y moment
w h en c o l le c to r s ( e s p e c ia l ly w r ite r s ) n e ed i t
more th a n e v e r m erely h ig h lig h ts th e d iscrep -
a n c y b e tw e e n t h e c o n n o t a t io n o f t h e g o ld

.aw ard a n d t h e r e a l ity o f t h e German^ P o s ta l

S p e c ia lis t.
As a m em ber of t h e o r g a n iza tio n , I hope

t h e n e w ly - e le c t e d o f f ic e r s of t h e G erm any
P h ila te lic S o c ie ty w ill do w h a te v e r i s n e c e s-
sa r y to p u t th in g s r ig h t w ith ou r journal. As
a p h ila te lic w r iter and c r itic , I u r g e literatu re
j u d g e s t o t a k e m ore s e r io u s ly t h e APS in -
s tru c tio n , " J u d g e s sh a ll n ot c o n sid e r 'appear-
a n c e ,’ b in d in g , o r o t h e r f a c t o r s o f s t r i c t ly
comm ercial s ig n if ic a n c e .”

The GPS gold f i t s a p a tter n w h ereb y slick
g l i t z y p h ila t e li c p u b lic a t io n s r e c e iv e h ig h
a w a rd s w h ile t h e i r h om ely c o u n te r p a r ts do
not. D esp ite th e r u les , form d oes trium ph over
c o n ten t in p ra ctice . Had th e C hicagopex ju ry
aw arded a h ig h er medal to th e In fla tio n S tu d y
G roup B u lle tin th a n to th e GPS, a s w ould have
b een p r o p e r , I w ou ld be le s s sk ep tic a l ab ou t
th e v ir t u e s o f l it e r a tu r e co m p etitio n s . Given
th e a c tu a l r e s u lt , t h e b u r d e n fo r r e v e r s in g
th e fo r m -o v e r -c o n te n t tr e n d w e ig h s h ea v ily
on th o se who u p hold lite ra tu re com petition s as
a v e h ic le to u p g ra d e th e q u a lity of our publi-
ca tion s. B

E ^ x csJh t: o j P - t l x e L r i t t e s x —

—CL’t u x c e A . ' W a . r c i I I
B y Ken L aw rence

I h av e a h u n ch , th o u g h I can n ot p ro ve it,
th a t p la y fu l w r itin g w ill a lw ays o ffe n d some-
o n e . T h is c o n c l u s i o n i s r e i n f o r c e d b y i t s
c o r o lla r y : a n y p ie c e o f p r o s e t h a t se e m s to
p lea se e v e r y one of i t s r e a d e r s is so tep id or
v ap id a s to re n d er i t to o th le ss in all r e sp ec ts.
I f t h e G e tty sb u r g A d d r e ss in s ta n t ly le a p s to
y ou r m ind a s an e x c ep tio n , I recom m end you
e x to l i t t o a c r o w d o f " b e t t e r c l a s s ” w h ite
p e o p le S o u t h o f t h e M a so n -D ix o n l in e a n d

m easure th e r e su lt .
TJius, q u o d e r a t dem onstran du m , i t cannot

and sh o u ld n p t he a n editor*^s d u ty to p lea se

all r e a d e r s , u n le s s on e a c c e p t s th a t i t is a ll
r ig h t to lim it a p u b lic a tio n 's c o n te n t to mat-

t e r s th a t a re o f s tr ic t ly te ch n ic a l in te r e s t or
o th erw ise in su ffe r a b ly b orin g . He 'or .she who
s e t s h im sejf or h e r s e l f th e -goa^ of p le a s in g
e v e r y o n e is p u r su in g a chim era. The solution
is n o t t o a v o id p u b l i s h in g w r i t in g t h a t i s
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d n teresting and fu n , b ut to d ev e lo p g u id e lin e s
for ev a lu a tin g it th a t a n tic ip a te , in-a setTsitive
way, th e fe e lin g s o f th o se rfeaders who w ill not
be p le a s e d , a n d to p r o v id e th em a d e q u a te
op p ortu n ity for reb u tta l, and sp a ce to p u rsu e
th eir i n ter e s ts- th a t may n ot p lea se t he f ir s t
bunch. i

Most o f th e tim e, in th e h ob by co n tex t, an
a d d it io n a l u s e fu l t e s t is w hfether a n a u th o r

‘w rote w ith a sm iie, b u t e v e n h e r e th e r e a r e
excep tion s. Some .sh arp ex ch a n g es are u se fu l
and n e ce s sa ry , e v en w hen th e spi"rit m otivat-
in g th e w r i t e r s m ay be. d fev io u s , v e n a l , o r

^oth erw ise su sp e c t . J u s t b eca u se a w riter has
a h idd en g r u d g e or a b ase p u rp o se does n o t
autom atica lly r e n d e r hisuar h e r p o in t w o rth -
le s s . In th e se c a s e s , e d ito r s m ust b e g u id ed
by p e r so n a l s ta n d a r d s o f t a s t e , a n d sh o u ld
str ic t ly o b serv e th e' r ig h t o f rep ly .

Tom Maeder has perform ed th is balancing
a c t w ith c o n su m m a te s k i l l d u r in g th e tw o
years he has ed ited Coil L ine, tnonth ly n ew s-
le tter o f th e P late Number Coil C ollectors Club.
No other fa ctor can a ccou n t for th e u n p rece-
dented s u c c e s s o f th a t organ iza tion . A dditional
b e n e fits o f m em bership in PNC3 in c lu d e d is -
c o u n ts from a h a n d f u l o f d e a le r s a n d t h e
o p p o r tu n ity to p a r t ic ip a te in c lu b a u c t io n s ,
b u t i t i s th e q u a lity o f th e n e w s le t t e r t h a t
commands m em bers’ loyalty,' and is ce leb ra ted
here b y g iv in g Tom M aeder th is q u a r ter ’s Pick
of th e L itter -a tu re Award.

U n fortun ately cer ta in o ffic e r s o f th e club
have not fu lly r e sp e c te d Tom’s a ch iev em e n t,
and have tr ied to become b a c k -se a t e d ito rs o f
Coil L in e , p a r t ic u la r ly in d e fe r e n c e to th e

s e lf - in te r e s te d a g ita tio n o f one ch ro n ic com -
p la iner, ev en a fte r th e n o n -co llect in g nag had
b e e n g i v e n m o re t h a n a d e q u a t e s p a c e to
fla tter h im self and p u ff h is b u s in e ss .

- Tom i n s i s t s t h a t e d ito r ia l in t e r f e r e n c e
from som e o f th e c l u b ’s o f f i c e r s w a s n o t a

■ factor in h is d e c is io n to d e p a r t t h e - p o s t .
P ferhap s n o t , b u t th e m e d d lin g h a d t r a n s -
■formed his- jo b from a la b o r o f lo v e ih t o a
laonthly ordeal. And Tom’s res ig n atio n u n d er
'th ese c ir c u m sta n c e s s t r e r lg th e n s th o se w ho
in t e r p r e t th e p o w e r of e l e c t e d o f f i c e r s to
in c lu d e e n c r o a c h m e n ts on th e e d i to r ’s jo b .
That d oes not bode w ell for Coil L in e ’s fu tu re .

U n d e r th e b e s t o f c ir c u m s ta n 'c e s , Tom
w o u ld bo a h a r d a c t to f o l lo w . I w i s h h is
su c c e sso r , ftarold A. Brown, th e b e st o f e v e r y -

• th in g , b u t in o r d e r to a c h ie v e t h a t , he w ill
have to Be fu lly in ch a rg e , and d ed ica ted f ir s t
and forem ost to th e in te r e s ts o f th e co llec to r -

m em bers. I t rem ain s to be s e e n w h e th e r 'th a t
can happen . ' " ■

O o m i r i j g X J l >

Some copy-^ is a lrea d y in for “th e n ext i s -
su e , and more is due soon. I w ould ap p rec ia te
more b y th e en d o f May, e sp ec ia lly from th o se
w h o h a v e c o m m e n ts to m a k e o n p o s tm a r k
litera tu re—^yesterday, today^'and tomorrbw.

That is -em erging as a foca l p o in t for th e
is s u e . I t is my o p in io n t h a t t h i s is a n a r e a
w h ere o u r lite r a tu r e la g s behind th e r e s t o f
th e h o b b y , e s p e c ia l ly a s to p ic a l c o l le c t in g
o v er ta k es co u n try co llectin g in p op ular ity .

I a ls o h a v e so m e c o p y '“'in th e b a n k ”
a d d r e s sin g a s p e c ts o f p h ila te lic w ritin g ' ah d
p u b lish in g on th e m ost b asic le v e l, in c lu d in g
local n e w s le t te r s . With t h is much a lr ea d y in ,
we c o u ld h a v e th e S ec o n d Q u a rter i s s u e in
p r e s s in e a r ly J u n e , arid in m em b ers’ h a n d s
b e f o r e y ’a l l h e a d f o r y o u r su m m e r p l a y -
g rou n ds.

That m eans r e sp o n se s to-m aterial in th is
i s s u e sh o u ld be su b m itte d b y r e tu r n m ail.
D ead line fo r th e T h ird Q u arter w ill th e n b e
Ju ly 20.

O th er m a tte r s on w h ic h I w o u ld ' in v i t e
a r t i c l e s a n d c o r r e s p o h d e n c e from w r it e r s
in c lu d e th e se q u estion s:
■ Why did th e -1889 L in n ’s and S ta m p Col-
l e c to r p o l l s sh o w d if f e r e n t r e s u l t s fo r th e
m ost p o pu la r U .S . stam p is s u e , th e -f ir s t tim e
ev er?
■ As w r i t e r s , how d o yo-u h a n d le r e a d e r
co rresp o n d en ce? Do you an sw er e v e r y letter?
Only th o s e r e a d e r s w ho e n c lo se SASEs? How
much w ork will you do to an sw er a q u ery?
■ What are th e c o n seq u e n c e s w hen p h ila telic
p u b li s h e r s g e t in to b a n k in g , a s id e from th e
fa c t th a t Jim M agruder’s com petitors can now
dem and t-hat d e a d b e a t a d v e r t i s e r s u s e h is
c r e d it .o ffe r s to tak e th e m oney and p ay th e ir
b ir is? S ta m p C o l l e c t o r r e a d e r s h a v e b e e n
o ffe r e d VISA c a r d s by d ir ec t mail and h ig h -
p r e s su r e telem ark etin g-(I accep ted ; th e ca rd s
are h ig h ly co llec tib le ), and Stam p W holesa ler’s
Memberloan program o ffe r s d ea ler s u n secu red
loan s up to $10,000.
■ What is th e p rop er re la tio n sh ip b e tw een a
p h ila te lic o rg an iza tio n’s o ffic e r s and it s jou r-
nal ed ito r reg a rd in g m atters o f ed itoria l p o licy
and con ten t?
■ W hat i s y o u r o p in io n o n w r i t e r s w h o
c o n c e a l th e ir id e n t i t ie s an'd a v o id a c c o u n t-
a b ility for th e ir p o tsh o ts , sh ie ld ed b y a p s e u -
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d o n y p o u s tradem ark su ch a s "The F ly ” in The
P h ila te lic E x h ib itor, "Heard on th e S tr a n d ” in
The P h ila te lic E x p o r te r , and " S ta p le ” in T he
In te r le a f?

A num ber of m em bers have v o lu n te ered to
r e v ie w b o o k s in t h e ir s p e c ia liz e d f ie l d s o f
in te r e s t , fo r w h ic h I ’m g r a te fu l . Now I n eed
v o lu n te e r s to rev iew b o o k s o f g en e ra l p h ila -
t;elic in t e r e s t , a n d on o d d b a ll s u b j e c t s th a t
d on ’t f it ex istin g ca teg o r ies .

F inally , I would welcom e a rtic le s on cu r-
r e n t c o p y r ig h t l^w a n d i t s e f f e c t on u s , a s
r e c o m m e n d e d b y K aren W eig t. T h is c o u ld
b ecom e a n is s u e f o c u s if o n e o r more WU30
m em bers would be w illing to a d v ise u s on th e
ta n g led m atter of u sin g r e g is te r e d tradem arks
in a r t i c l e s . I c a n s u p p l y v o l u n t e e r s w it h
p e r tin e n t c lip p in g s.

Ken B

■ W e t t d r x i i n g f c t i c i " W e e l s L l l ^ J s

B y R o b e rt A. G reenw ald

At hand is th e Decem ber 30, 1989 is s u e of
S tam p C ollector, th e m ost im p ressiv e su p erfi-
c ia l fea tu re of w hich is its h e ftin e s s—it lo g s in
a t 48 p a g e s . H aving w a tc h e d s e v e r a l o f th e
w e e k lie s , e s p e c ia l ly L in n ’s , s h r in k o v e r th e
p a s t 2 -3 y e a r s , I f e l t a s e n s e o f e x p e c ta t io n
th a t some "m eat” would bq a t hand. Alas, upon
o p e n in g t h is i s s u e , I q u ic k ly lea rn fed t h a t
th er e w ere on ly two p a g es of ed itoria l content;
th e rem ainder of th e is s u e w as d ev oted to th e
e v e r - p o p u la r " b u y in g g u id e ” c o m p o se d o f
e n d le ss l is t in g s o f dealer names and a d d r e sse s
o rg a n ized in to w hat I estim ate to be about, 180
d iffe r e n t c a te g o r ie s . L in n ’s also p r o d u c es a
g u id e s im ila r t o t h i s ; t h e L i n n ’s g u i d e i s
d e s ig n e d a s a p u llo u t s e c t io n o s t e n s ib ly o f
s u c h p erm a n en t v a lu e th a t it sh o u ld be r e -
ta ined . [Had I known th a t I would som eday be
w ritin g th is rev iew , I m ight have k ep t mine.]
I f th e w eek lies fe e l so s tr o n g ly ab out d evoting
sp a c e to su ch an e n d e a v o r , th e n p e r h a p s a
rev iew is in order .

For s ta r te r s , I tu rned im mediately to th e
c a t e g o r y r e p r e s e n t in g my m ajor c o l le c t in g
in t e r e s t , s ta n ^ b o o k lets . To-my am azem ent, I

fou nd no fewe». th an 17 d ea lers lis te d in th is
s e c tio n ,-a n u m ber fa r g r e a te r th a n I w ou ld
have exp ected [and more th an I reca ll see in g
in th e L in n ’s p u llou t, w hich is not at hand as
I w r ite th is ] . A more d e ta ile d s tu d y sh o w ed
th a t th e 17 names could be broken down in to
th re e su bg ro u ps: 1) d ea lers known to me who
a ctua lly do sp ec ia lize in b o ok lets (th ere w ere
e ig h t o f th ese ); 2 ) d ea lers o b v io u sly lis te d in
erro r d u e to s lo p p in e s s in com pilin g th e l i s t

(two of th ese , both know n d ea lers in philatelic
literature,-.w ere c lea r ly co n fu sed in th e ed ito-
ria l a n d /o r a d v e r t is in g o ff ice b e tw ee n book-
le ts o f t'he ty p e th a t co n ta in stam p s and a re
sold in p o st o ffic e s and th o se th a t are created
b y a u th o r s and c o n ta in te x t); and 3) s e v e n
d ea lers unknow n to me com pletely!

It is th e in c lusion of th e la tter group th at
s ta r ts one to th in k in g ab out w hat th is dealer
l is t in g r e a lly m ean s. O b v io u sly , th e f o lk s a t
L in n ’s and SC th in k th a t th e y do th eir read-
e r s a se r v ic e in p u b lish in g g u id e s like th is . If
so , th en it is leg itim ate to a sk , how is th e u ser
to take a d v a n ta g e o f th e lis t in g ? Like y o u , I
am alw ays looking fo r new so u r ce s of material
to a d d t o my c o l l e c t i o n , a n d s o o n e -w o u ld
th in k th a t h ere I h ave a bonanza—se v e n new
names of d ea lers p u ta tiv e ly sp ec ia liz in g in my
a r ea of i n t e r e s t . A ll I n eed d o i s c om p o se a
co v e r le tte r a n d /o r a w ant lis t, sen d it o ff to
each of th e se se v e n new ly id e n tifie d sou rces,
a n d a w a it a s h ip m e n t of a p p r o v a ls , a p r ice
l i s t , a c a ta lo g , or a p e r s o n a l iz e d l i s t i n g o f
m aterial availab le.

Alas, loyal re a d er s, I ’m afraid I have been
at th is game a b it too lon g . For y ea rs , I have
been w ritin g " co ld” le tte r s to d ea lers, u sing
names c u lle d from c la ss if ie d ad s in a v a r ie ty
o f -so u rce s ( in c lu d in g a ll fo u r w e e k lie s . T he
A m erican P h ila te lis t, sev er a l sp ecia lized jou r-
n a ls, e tc .). I can p r e d ic t from ex p erien ce ^hat

-b lin d le tte r s to th e se se v e n d ea lers will y ield
a p p r o x im a te ly t h e fo llo w in g mix of r e s u l t s :
fo u r o r - f iv e w ill go u n a n sw e r e d , o n e or tw o
will r e p ly p o lite ly b u t h a v e n o th in g to o ffe r ,
a n d a t m ost o n e w ill o f fe r so m e th in g t h a t I
a lread y h ave. The an sw er ra te , in cid enta lly , is
in d e p e n d e n t o f th e e n c lo s u r e o f a n SASE.
Y ears ago I did an experim ent, w ritin g blindly
to 16 d e a le r s , .e n c lo s in g a n SASE in h a lf th e
c a se s . Th-ere w as no b e n e fit in doing so. The
r esp o n se r a tes w ere eq u ally low in both cases!
I am n ot alone in su ch ex p erien ces; as recent-
ly a s J a n u a r y 29 , 1 9 9 0 , a r e a d e r of L in n ’s
w rote to com m ent on a sim ilar ex p e r ie n ce . In
my estim ation , th e od d s of g e ttin g som ething
I need for my co llection b y w ritin g blind ly to
s e v e n d e a le r s a r e u n d e r t e n p e r c e n t —n o t
w orth th e time, trou b le , and p o sta ge .

So jve re tu rn to th e q u estio n , o f w hat u se
is th is lis t in g to th e co llecto r who su b sc r ib e s
to th e w eek ly th a t p u b lish ed it? Well, one u se
is o b v io u s—rupdated a d d re sse s for th o u sa n d s
of d e a l e r s . Lu,r-king in th e l i s t m ay be t h e
c u r r e n t a d d r e s s o f th e d e a le r who so ld y o u
t h a t m a r v e lo u s c o v e r t h r e e y e a r s a g o a n d
th e n d isa p p e a r e d ; y o u ca n now r e e s t a b l is h
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co n ta ct a n d p e r h a p s g e t a n o th er b a rg a in . Of
.“co u r se , you n eed to rem em ber h is name, a n d
you may. h a v e to p e r u s e se V e ra l c a t e g o r ie s
b efo r e y o u f in d h im , b u t if he h a s p a id h is
l is t in g fe e , th e n p e r h a p s h e can o n c e a g a in
se ll you som ething.

I su p p o se th a t i f you a r e a g e n er a l c o l-
lector in a certa in area ra th er th an an u ltra-
sp ec ia lis t, and if p rice is o f im portance,, th en
th e l i s t i n g c o u ld b e u s e f u l in v ie w o f t h e
com petition it e n g e n d e r s . The co u n try lis tin g s
seem more m anageable th an th e more g en era l
to p ic s; if y o u r n e e d is fo r som e r e c e n t s e t s
from Bermuda or Surinam e, you can shdp p rice
by w ritin g to d ea lers lis te d fo r th o se area s. If
you are see k in g art o ffb ea t album sup plem en t,
the lis tin g u n d er A cce sso r ie s is in tim id atin g ly
lon g and u n lik e ly to be o f m uch d ir e c t u s e .
The lis tin g is c er ta in ly n ot " u s e r -fr ie n d ly ”—
u n lik e th e c la s s i f ie d a d s o r e v e n th e (r e a l)
Yellow P a g es, no d ist in g u ish in g inform ation is
p ro v id ed w ith in each lis t in g c a te g o r y to s e t
one dealer ap art from an other.

Beyond th a t, I can n ot se e w hat u se th e se
th in g s are to th e su b scr ib e r . From th e p u b lis -
‘h er’s p o in t of v iew , th e se su p plem en ts p rov id e
a s m o o th w a y to g a r n e r e x t r a r e v e n u e (I
assum e th a t lis t in g is n ot done g r a tis ) and to
p u blish an is su e of th e p ap er w ithou t h av ing
to ask th e ed ito ria l s ta ff to cran k up th e old
U n d e rw o o d s . If a n y o n e o u t t h e r e h a s k e p t
t h e ir a d v e r t i s i n g l i s t i n g s a n d u s e s th e m
f r e q u e n t ly , I w o u ld l ik e to h e a r a b o u t i t . I
to ssed mine o u t a few m onths ago a fte r an oth-
er s e t of cold le t te r s w en t u nansw ered! ■

c i l > a c : l 5 :

B y K en n eth T re ttin

My a r tic le " D esk to p P u b lish in g —w hat i s
it?” in th e Third Q uarter 1989 PC is tied fo r
evok in g th e m ost r esp o n se I h a ve e v e r g o tten
from a p h ila te lic a r t ic le —tw o le t te r s . I m u st
thank Karen W eigt and R anes C h akravorty fo r
th eir le t te r s . Both b rin g up se v e r a l im portant
p oin ts and will p rov id e th e su b je c t m atter fo r
th is column.

K aren, w h o i s th e e d ito r o f a lo ca l c lu b
n ew sle tter fo r th e B ad ger Stamp Club and fo r
th e P h i la t e l ic O b s e r v e r p u b l i s h e d b y t h e
Ju n ior P h ila te l is ts o f A m erica, o b je c te d to a
statem en t th a t I m ade in th e a r tic le . In com -
m enting ab ou t how to g e t along w ithou t p u r-
c h a s in g a la s e r p r in te r I sa id , "Do n o t b u y
your own la ser p rinter; u se on e at w ork, u se

a fr ie n d ’s . Use o n e a t a c o p y shop fo r a b o u t
50 c e n ts p er p a g e .”

While I will sta n d b y w hat I sa id, K aren’s
com m en ts m u st be g iv e n c o n s id e r a t io n . S h e
w rites th a t sh e d o e sn ’t h ave a c c e ss to a la ser
p r in te r a t w ork a n d if s h e d id sh e w o u ld n ’t
u se it fo r p er so n a l p u r p o s e s , nor w ou ld s h e
en co u r a g e o th e r s to do so. She a d d s , "N atu-
r a l l y , I h a v e no g r ip e i f t h i s i s a s p e c i f i c
em p lo y ee b e n e f i t .” K aren fu r t h e r com m en ts
th a t s h e now o w n s h e r own la s e r p r in te r a s
th e r e s u lt o f scrim p in g and s c r o u n g in g and'
th a t sh e would n ot dream of allow ing a fr ien d
to u se it , "as a m atter of fa c t , F(,d co n sid er it
d ow nrigh t b razen if a fr ien d e v e n a sk e d !” She
f u r th e r c o n s id e r s i t im p r a ctica l to r u n t o a
cop y sh op fo r each d ra ft sh e p ro d u ces .

K e e p in g K a r e n ’s c o m m e n ts in m in d , I
sh ould exp an d s lig h t ly o n w hat I p r e v io u s ly
w r o te . I h a v e a lw a y s w o r k ed fo r a f a m ily -
ow ned firm so I o ften fa il to co n sid er th a t th e
equip m ent at work is som eone e ls e ’s. H owever,
many firm s do have a sp ec if ic p o licy r e g a r d -
in g th e u s e of c o p y m a c h in e s a n d tj ie l ik e ,
o ften s e t tin g a, d aily lim it or ju s t s ta t in g " a
r e a s o n a b le n u m b e r .” In a n y c a s e , r e s p e c t
y o u r e m p lo y e r ’s w i s h e s r e g a r d in g q s e o f
o ffice equip m ent fo r p erso n al u se .

This b r in g s up an oth er co n sid era tion —are
you sim ply p ro d u cin g one co p y of you r p u b li-
cation t o be u se d a s a m ech an ica l b y a p r in t
sh op, or are you p rod ucin g all o f you r co p ies
on th e la s e r p r in te r ? T h ey are e x p e n s iv e to
op era te and th e ir life ex p ecta n cy is le s s th an
th a t of an o r d in a r y c o p y m ach ine th a t th e y
resem b le. E xcept fo r se v e ra l v e r y la rg e (d esk -
s iz e d , n o t d e s k to p m od els) t h e y are n o t in -
ten d ed fo r a n y th in g o th e r th an p r o d u c in g a
v e r y s m a ll n u m b e r o f c o p ie s . T h e c o s t o f
p r in tin g you r n e w sle tter or journ al b y o f fse t
at a q u ick p r in t shop b ecom es c o s t -e f fe c t iv e
at a v e r y low num ber of co p ies.

Dot-m atrix p r in te rs can be u se d to p roof
you r p a g e s b efore making th e fin a l co p y on a
la se r p r in te r o th er th an yoUr own. With some
s y s te m s , it m ig h t be n e c e s s a r y to p r in t in a
g r a p h ic s mode; M a cin to sh es a lw ay s p r in t in
th is m anner b u t some co m p u ter /p r in ter combi-
n ation s o n ly m ake u s e of b a s ic le t t e r s b u i lt
in to th e p r in ter ra th er th an p r in tin g w hat is
d isp la y ed on y ou r com p uter’s screen .

F inally Karen w rites th a t sh e ca n n ot q u ite
a c c e p t my s ta te m e n t, "Do n ot b u y th e m ost
a d v a n ced sy ste m , j u s t one th a t w ill do w h at
you ex p e ct it to do . . . ” She o ffe r s th e sa g e
a d v ice th a t a ll sh o p p e r s sh o u ld a t le a s t ta k e
in to co n sid era tio n th e p o ss ib ility o f w an tin g to
do m ore in th e f u t u r e and sh o u ld th e r e fo r e
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i c o n sid e r p u rch a sin g a sy stem w ith cap a b ilitie s
j fo r u p g ra d in g a t th e mbst nominal co st.
I R a n e s i s th e e d it o r o f S c a lp e l & T o n g s ,

p u b lish ed b y th e M edical S u b je c ts U nit o f th e
I ATA. He co m m en ts th a t a la s e r p r in te r is a

lu x u r y th a t o n e c a n e a s i ly fo r s a k e a n d th a t
i e v e n a n in e -p in d o t-m atrix p r in te r can g iv e
I sa tis fa c to r y r e s u lts . To th is I would add, y e s
* th e y can , p rov ided a t le a s t some b a sic care is

g iv e n in th e ir u se . J u s t a s w ith a ty p ew rite r ,
m ake s u r e t h e p r i n t h e a d i s c le a n a n d in

, w orking ord er and a lw a y s u se a g o o d -q u a lity
I rib bon th a t p r in ts dark. If you r p r in te r u se s
\ b u il t - in le t te r s , m ake s u r e t h e y a r e e a s y to

read ; som e d o t-m a tr ix p r in te r s h a v e la c k e d
e v e n th e elem ental d e sc e n d e r s for le t te r s su ch
a s *’p , q, g ” and " y ” * If you are p rin tin g w ith

I a dot-m atrix p r in te r th a t u s e s th e same fo n ts
th a t are d is p la y e d on th e s c r e e n , m ake s u r e

», you s e le c t o n e -th a t is e a sy to read.
O th er p r in te r c o n s id e r a tio n w ould a lso

I in c lu d e th e le tte r -q u a lity p r in ter th a t u s e s a
p la stic d a isy w heel (like e lec tro n ic ty p e w rit-
e r s ) , i n k - j e t p r i n t e r s o f th e 2 4 - p in , n e a r
le tte r -q u a lity dot-m atrix p r in te rs. Com patibili-

I ty o f t h e s e p r in te r s w ith v a r io u s co m p u ters
|i v a r ie s w id ely j u s t a s d oes th e ir p rice . At th e

I
low e n d t h e y a r e n o t m u ch m ore e x p e n s iv e
th a n so m e o f th e n in e -p in p r i n t e r s , a t th e
h ig h e n d th e y c o s t m ore th a n th e c h e a p e s t

[• la s e r p r in t e r s now a v a ila b le . A nd b e a w are
; th a t th e m arket for th is eq uip m en t is c h a n g -
l' in g v e r y rap id ly . I f th e la s t time you sh opp ed
I around w a s six m onths a g o , th en y o u do h o t

know w hat e x is ts tod ay .
Ranes a lso n oted th a t he lik e s F ir s t P u b-

l is h e r v e r s io n 2.1 a n d c o n s id e r s it a d e q u a te
for m ost p h ila te lic d esk to p p u b lish in g . F ir s t
P u b l is h e r is o n e of a g r o u p of p a g e m akeup
program s for both MS-DOS and M acintosh th a t

^ h a v e o p te d fo r t h e low e n d , g iv in g fe w fe a -
tu r e s a t a much low er p r ice and ea sier o p era -

, tion. He a lso n o tes th a t word p ro ce sso r s su ch
^ a s W o r d P e r f e c t 5 . O c a n e v e n b e u s e d b y
S t h e m s e lv e s . To t h is I w o u ld a d d t h a t m o st

I h i g h - le v e l w ord p r o c e s s o r s ca n be u s e d to
I p rod uce a n ev ^ le tter . H owever, th e y are more

' lim ited in th e ir a b i l it ie s th a n a p a g e - la y o u t
* p r o g r a m , a n d A lth o u g h th e e n d r e s u l t m ay

look s im ila r , th e e a s e in g e t t in g t h e r e o a n
v a r y d ra stica lly .

So w e w ill l e a v e it h e r e , a n d n e x t tim e
co n tin u e w ith a d iscu ss io n o f th e d iffer en ce s
b e tw e e n v a r io u s t y p e s o f p r o g r a m s, so th a t

‘ you m igh t have a lit t le b e t te r id e a w hat y o u
‘ m ight w ant in d esk top p u b lish in g softw are. As
I a l w a y s , i f y o u h a v e a n y c o m m e n ts a t a l l ,
’ p le a se w r ite or c a l l me. (Box 56, R o c k fo r d ,

Iowa 50468 or (515) 756-3542. T his num ber i s
a t home b u t w ill not be an sw ered b y anyon e if
I am n o t h o m e , n o a n s w e r i n g m a c h in e e i -
th er . ) ■

I X X D e d F e x i s ^ o d C

C o n x i i > x x t e r x ~ K

B y Bob Raw lins

A c t u a l l y , t h e t i t l e i s j u s t a g r a b b e r .
C o m p u te r s a n d W ord P r o c e s s o r s n e e d no
d efe n se ; th e y are h e r e to s ta y fo r th ey g iv e
u s a c a p a b ility a n d f le x ib i l i t y th a t we co u ld
o n ly dream of y e a rs ago.

The f ir s t n ew sle tter fo r my so c ie ty [Uni-
v e r s a l S h ip C a n c e lla t io n S o c i e t y - e d . ] w a s
is su e d , some 57 y e a rs ago, as a mimeographed
p u b lic a t io n . B u t w ith o n ly a h u n d r e d or so
m em bers, th a t w as a d eq u a te . Of c o u r se , ea ch
p age w as la b o rio usly ty p e d b y th e ed ito r , who-
c a r e fu lly c o r r e c te d e a ch e rr o r w ith a f lu id
d a u b e d o n th e m im eo m at s o t h a t h e c o u ld
ty p e o v er th e m istake.

A fter e ig h t y e a r s , th e so c ie ty w en t mod-
ern and b egan to p u b lish a p r in te d n e w s le t-
ter . Copy w as e d ite d , t y p e s e t , c o r r e c te d an d
r e ty p e s e t i f n e e d e d . A m aster w as p r e p a r ed
b y c u ttin g and p a stin g th e ty p e s e t cop y onto
a mat, lea v in g sp a ce for an y illu stra tio n s . The
p r in te r did th e r e s t. That sy stem w orked well
fo r a dozen or m ore e d ito r s o v er th e n e x t 48

y ears.

F ifte e n m onths a g o , w hen I a ssu m ed th e
e d ito r sh ip o f ou r n e w sle t te r , we jum ped in to
e lec tro n ic p u b lish in g w ith both fe e t. I e d it th e
co p y , d e liv er some to a ty p is t who in p u ts th e
cop y in to h er com puter memory v ia a scan ner,
th e n m ak es t h e n e c e s s a r y c o r r e c t io n s an d
s e n d s t h e f in is h e d p r o d u c t t o t h e d e sk to p
ed ito r v ia a modem. I t y p e my p o rtion of th e
co p y in to my w ord p r o cesso r (I u se W ordPer-
f e c t ) a n d th en cop y th e fin al p r o d u c t o n to a
d isk e tte w hich I d e liv er to th e d esk to p editor
along w ith a com plete layo u t of th e n ew sle tter ,
p age b y p age.

The d esk top ed ito r tr a n sfe r s both in p u ts
in to h e r V e n tu r a P u b l i s h i n g p r o g r a m a n d
c r e a te s th e n e w sle tte r accord in g to th e layout
I d e v e l o p e d . S h e p r i n t s a d r a f t f o r me to
r e v ie w a n d c o r r e c t , a n d t h e n p r o d u c e s a
h ig h -q u a l i ty m a ste r w ith h er la se r p r in te r ,
su p e r io r to th e o ld c u t a n d p a ste p r o d u c t . I
p a ste in th e p hotocopied illu stra tio n s or mark
an y p h o to s f o t h a lf to n in g and in s e r t in g b y
th e p r in ter . I make a r e fere n c e p h otocop y of
th e m a ste r b e fo r e m ailing i t to t h e p r in t e r ,
who ta k es care o f p r in tin g and m ailing.
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The tra n sitio n to d esk top ed itin g w as not
w ith out i t s p rob lem s. In my f i r s t tw o is s u e s ,
C entura,ate e v e r y hjrphen th a t I ty p ed u n til
we figu red o u t th a t I m ust u se a hard h yp h en ,
w h ich r e q u ir e s a n e x tr a k e y s t r o k e . E v e r y
issu e has a ty p o or th re e , m ostly in th e cop y
that I p r o c e s se d , and som etim es a more s u b -
stantia l error. So I in s e r t a co rrec tion in th e
following is su e . We now havfe 1600 m em bers in
our so c ie ty and I have y e t to re ce iv e th e f ir s t
com plaint about th e organ iza tion or q u a lity o f
our publication . That m akes me, a s ed ito r , fee l
good.

W ithout a p erson a l com puter and a d esk -
top e d i t in g c a p a b il i ty , I am n o t s u r e t h a t I
would h a v e a c c e p te d th e e d ito r ’s job. In th e
old d a y s , B.C. (b e fo re c o m p u te r s), I w rote a
r e g u la r co lu ih n fo r o u r n e w s le t te r . F ir s t , I
would commit my a rtic le to paper, th e n w ork it
o v e r a n d , f i n a l l y , t y p e i t w i t h a b o t t le o f
correction flu id or a pad o f ty p e -a w a y a t my
e lb o w . If so m fe th in g n e e d e d to b e c h a n g e d
later, I would break o u t co rrec tin g tap e or cu t
and p a ste th e p age to make w h atev er m odifi-
cation w as n e c e s s a r y . F o r tu n a te ly , b y th a t
time we had p h o to c o p ie r s , s o I n e v e r had to
s e n d o n e o f m y d o c t o r e d o r i g i n a l s to t h e
editor.

If we w e r e s t i l l u s in g t h e o ld t y p e s e t
sy stem , a s ed itor I cou ld subm it w ritten cop y
to t h e t y p e s e t t e r , b u t m y h a n d w r it in g i s
e x e c r a b le a n d my t y p i n g i s a n y t h in g b u t
e rr o r -fr ee . H owever, w ith my w ord p ro cesso r ,
I can ty p e , add, d e le te , co r re c t , move w ords,
s e n t e n c e s a n d p a r a g r a p h s , a n d t h e n e v e n
h a v e th e c o m p u te r c .h eck my s p e l l i n g a n d
coun t th e w ord s in my a r tic le b e fo re I p r in t
the hard copy. T rue, th e w ord p r o cesso r w ill
not help me if I h ave sp lit an in fin itiv e , dan-
g led a p artic ip le or m isp laced a m odifier, b u t
n e i t h e r w o u ld a t y p e w r i t e r , w h a t e v e r i t s
v in ta ge .

In sum, I am a confirm ed e lec tro n ic pub -
l i s h in g n u t . C r e a tin g a n e w s le t t e r in t h is
m a n n er i s w o r k , to be s u r e , b u t i t i s a l s o
ch a llen g in g , ex c itin g and , b e s t o f a ll, fu n . ■

t o t l n o E d i t o r

From Lloyd A. de Vries;

I ’m en d in g my f ir s t day c o v e r colum n in

Stam ps w ith th e A pril 28th is s u e , and b eg in -
ning a firjst day co v er colum n in S tam p Collec-
to r in th e May 12th issu e .

Also, A1 S tark w eath er w as fired la s t month
as ed itor o f S ta m ps m agazine. T hat prom pted

me to ta,ke a look arou n d and s e e w hat o th e r
o p p o r tu n itie s m ight b e ava ilab le . H ow ever, I
did not lea ve S ta m ps b eca u se o f h is f ir in g . ■

From Larry Mclnnis:

To p a ra p h ra se H arry M eier {PC , fo u r th
q u a r ter 1989), H arry M eier " s e r v e s no p u r-
p o se ’’ w hen he s u g g e s t s th a t PC sh ou ld have
ig n o r e d t h e o p in io n s o f p h i la t e l ic w r i t e r s
a b o u t som e o f th e im p o r ta n t ndw s e v e n ts o f
the p a st few m onths.

S u ch c r it ic ism i s , s im p ly *ftut, a form o f
s e le c t iv i s m ( i f t h e r e ’s s u c h a w o r d , a n d i f
t h e r e ’s n o t , t h e r e i s n ow ) th a t s a y s to PC,
" P u b lish o n ly w hat I ’m in te r e s te d i n . ’’ Some
w o u ld c a l l t h a t c e n s o r s h ip . O th e r s —m an y
o th ers—w ould call i t an attem pt to s t if le op in-
ion. Some m ight sa y i t ’s an o str ic h -lik e view :
g r a in s o f sa n d o b s c u r in g c le a r v is io n . W ell,
th a t’s w hat I say .

If H arry Meier had a problem w ith "T he
P ru ssia n P a ss iv e ,’’ or s t il l h as, th en he sh ou ld
r e c o n s id e r h is day jo b , a s th e idiom h a s i t ,
and fo r g e t rea l w ritin g .

A f te r a l l , i f h e c a n ’t r e a d w r i t i n g , h e
sh o u ld n ’t attem pt to w rite read ing .

U n le s s th a t n a s t y , n e fa r io u s Ken L aw -
ren ce h as ed ited Harry M eier’s le tte r to be as
gram m atically a troc io u s a s it is , w hich I doubt,
th e n I s u g g e s t Mr. M eier " h a n g in t h e r e . ’ ’
H e’ll n o t o n ly le a r n a b o u t som e im p o r ta n t
is s u e s , b u t how to w rite ab out them . ■

From Herman Herst, Jr.;

I t cer ta in ly w as not my in ten tio n to d ep-
reca te th e a p p ro va l a c t iv i t ie s o f T odd P atr ic
an d th e S u n d m a n s , a ll o f w hom h a v e b e e n
v e r y good fr ie n d s o f mine, and w h ose fa th e r s
w here p a rticu lar ly c lo se to me.

But I m ust m aintain th e tr u th o f th e r e -
mark, "Today, for th e m ost p art, th e ap prova l
s e r v ic e d o e s n o t e x i s t , ’ ’ e s p e c i a l ly in t h e
num bers o f firm s en g a g ed in it.

For e v e r y o n e in p e n n y a p p ro v a ls to d a y
(the term " pen n y a p p ro v a ls’’ is an a logou s to
th e w o rd s " p e n n y p o s ta l c a r d ’ ’) th e r e w ere
h u n d red s y e a rs ago. ■

From Bob Greenwald;

In r e s p o n s e t o " S o f tw a r e fo r S h a k e s -
p e a re ,’’ you r com m entary on c o m p u te r -a ss is t-

ed p u b lish in g w hich ap peared in th e la s t PC,
th e ed itor doth p r o te st too m uch, m ethinks!
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[ I g r e a t l y a p p r e c ia t e y o u r k in d w o r d s
a b o u t t h e q u a l i t y o f T h e I n t e r l e a f w h e n I
s e r v e d a s e d ito r . In d ee d , I b e l ie v e , a s I am
su r e you do, th a t th e ov erw h elm in g m ajor ity

! o f WU30 m em bers w ould ra th er see su b sta n tiv e
c o n te n t in read ab le a lb e it u n a d o rn ed form at

I v e r s u s b o r in g d r iv e l fa n c ifu lly b er ib b o n ed .
f T here is w id esp re a d c o n se n su s th a t c u r r e n t
I is s u e s o f T h e I n te r le a f , d e s p ite it s s t a t e -o f -

t h e - a r t lo o k , k e e p i t s r e a d e r s o c c u p ie d a n
a v era g e o f on ly 2.4 m in u tes p er q u arter.

1
. A las, d ear fr ien d , th a t is n ot th e is s u e in

I 1 9 9 0 . We m u s t a c c e p t a s a g i v e n t h a t t h e
c o n te n t o f w h at w e are p u b l is h in g is w o r th

! p r in tin g , and th e q u e stio n th e n b ecom es o n e

o f u s in g old m ethods v s . new , n ot a d eb ate o f
w h e th e r to trad e o f f c o n te n t q u a lity a g a in s t
lobks. As you b an g aw ay on you r old U n d er-

I
w ood, b ear in mind th a t th ere are no m anufac-
tu r e r s o f s l id e r u le s l e f t in b u s in e s s in th e
U .S . (p e r h a p s in th e w o rld ); th e h a n d -h e ld
ca lcu la tor h as made th a t d ev ice arch aic .

* T h e n o n -m a v e n in c o m p u t e r s p e r h a p s
I can n o t fu lly ap p rec ia te th e m eteoric ad van ce
® in tech n o lo g y th a t tra n sp ired o v er a mere ten

I y ea rs . When I s ta rte d ed itin g TI in 1982, I had
an a n c ie n t A p p le 11+ and a c r u d e d o t-m a tr ix
p r in ter . A bout h alfw ay th ro u g h , I acq u ired a

1 le t te r -q u a lity d a isyw h eel, and n ear th e en d , I
« had a c c e s s to a la se r p r in ter . The era o f tru e
; d e sk to p p u b l ish in g w a s j u s t b e g in n in g a s I
j ex ited ed itin g . C onstan t u p g rad in g is a fa c t-

o f - l i f e fo r th e p e r so n a l c o m p u te r u s e r , a n d
on e m e re ly b id e s o n e ’s tim e a n d w a its u n t i l
f u n d s a n d s p a c e b ecom e a v a ila b le . L a s e r s ,
so p h is t ica ted so ftw are, and th e o th er e s se n tia l
to o ls are now re a d ily a v a ila b le , i f n ot n e a r ly
u b iq u ito u s , in th e c ir c le s in w hich p h ila te lists
w o r k a n d p la y , a n d t h e i r u s a g e s h o u ld b e
rou tin e.

I w ill rea d ily adm it th a t I h ave a te n d en cy
to o c c a s io n a lly sp lit my in f in it iv e s , and th a t
good w r ite r s can im prove m any a sp e c ts o f my
w r itin g . All th e more rea son w h y th e ed ito r of
PC n eed s a com puter. I f you a s ed ito r se e k to
m aintain a u n iform q u a lity le v e l a n d e n fo rc e
you r s ty le s ta n d a rd s, w hich you sh ou ld c er -
ta in ly d o , t h ^ y o u sh o u ld be p r e p a r e d to

p e r so n a lly e d iU e v e r y p iece th a t com es y o u r
w ay . [I am u n c e r ta in w h y y o u le f t my p ie c e
u n ed ited if th ere w ere s ty lis t ic anom alies th a t
cr ied o u t for correction; if you fe lt lim ited b y
you r or Joe F r y e ’s time and e ffo r t , th e n yo u
are h o is t b y y o u r ow n p e ta r d .]* S u r e ly y o u
can n ot d efen d th e " red p en cil—h ave som eone
r e ty p e i t ’’ m ethod v e r s u s o n -sc r e e n ed itin g of
t e x t s u b m it te d o n d i s k . (I w o n ’t r a i s e t h e

su b je c t o f so ftw are th a t c o r re c ts sp lit in fin i-
t iv es ; th ere are se v e r a l su ch p rogram s.)

I s ta n d b y my t h e s is th a t e f f ic ie n t e d it -
in g in 1990 r e q u ir e s c o m p u te r a s s i s t a n c e .
T here are no p u b lic a tio n s th a t w ill c o n s id e r
fo r p u b lic a tio n a h a n d w r itten m an u scrip t; i t
w ill soon be a re q u ire m e n t in many p laces th a t
su b m ission s be made on d isk . I t b eh oov es u s
to ta k e a d v a n ta g e o f th a t w h ic h te c h n o lo g y
b r in g s for th . Bad co n ten t sh ou ld be re jec ted
o u t o f h an d ; good s tu ff sh o u ld be p u b lish ed
c o r r e c t ly s p e lle d , s t y l i s t i c a l ly u n iform , an d
a ttra c tiv e ly . Chacon a son g o u t, b u t v e r y few
m em bers o f WU30 w ould liv e tod ay in Jack son,
M iss., w ith ou t a ir con d ition in g . I
* Would you prefer the BuckleyesQiue ''occasionally to

split ’’ and ''personally to e d i t ’’•or the less foraial ''to

split o c c a s i o n a l l y ” a n d ' 'to edit p e r s o n a l l y ’'7 Which

does the software dictate? K .L .

From Larry Rosenblum, Secretary-
Treasui’er of the Booklet Collectors Club:

I rea d w ith som e d ism ay y o u r h is to r y o f
The I n te r le a f in la s t q u a r ter ’s is su e . I h ave no
p rob lem w ith y o u r u s e o f The I n te r l e a f a s a
ca se w h ere th e in tro d u c tio n o f a com puter was
a c co m p a n ied b y w h a t y o u c o n s id e r to be a
d e c lin e in e d i t in g s t a n d a r d s . A s w ith a n y
opin ion, n o t e v er y o n e w ill a g ree . H owever, the
c ircu m stan ces o f th e ch an g e in ed ito r are not
re le v a n t to th e top ic a t h and, an d you r a ss a s-
s in a tion o f G erry Korn w as u n called for.

W hile I w a s an d am a n a d m ir e r o f B ob
G reenw ald’s w ritin g , n o t ev ery o n e is . F u rther,
n o t a ll th e m em bers co n s id ered The In te r le a f
to b e " o p e n , i n t e r e s t in g , a n d f u n ,’ ’ a s yo u
d id . I t d id n ’t " te e m w ith B C C m e m b e r sh ip
in p u t and fe e d b a c k ,’’ e ith e r ; ffewer th a n h a lf
o f Bob’s is s u e s had le t te r s to th e ed itor.

Your p ron oun cem ent o f th e d eath o f The
I n te r le a f is prem atu re. The BCC now h as over
290 m e m b ers a n d is g r o w in g s t e a d i ly . T h e
I n t e r l e a f r e c e i v e s c o m p lim e n ts from m any
m em bers. While it no lo n g e r h as Bob G reen -
w ald’s w it, i t o b v io u s ly s t ill m eets th e n e e d s
o f m any b o o k le t c o lle c to r s . A n y c lu b member
w ho fe e ls o th erw ise sh ou ld make h is opin ion s
know n to th e BCC E xecu tive Committee. ■

From Bob Rawlins:

I re a d th e fo u r th q u a r te r 1989 PC w ith
c o n s id e r a b le i n t e r e s t , b u t a ls o w ith som e
dism ay. The su p p lem en t on p h ila te lic w r it in g
and p u b lish in g w ith co m p u ters w a s e x c e lle n t
an d filled w ith inform ation o f v a lu e fo r anyon e
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who is in to or w ants to learn- ab ou t e lec tro n ic
p u blish in g .

What d is tu r b e d me a b o u t c e r ta in o f th e
a r t i c l e s a n d l e t t e r s t o t h e .e d ito r w a s t h e
b a c k b itin g a n d e v e n p e r so n a l a t ta c k s c o n -
tained th ere in . I fu lly u n d ersta n d th e d es ire
of a w r ite r to d e fe n d or a d v a n c e h is or h er
position , b ut I q u estio n w hy th is m ust be done
in a venom ous m anner in a p ro fe ss io n a l p u bli-
cation su c h a s th e PC. What, fo r exam ple, is to
be gained b y holding up to r id icu le th e lite r -
ary s ty le or s ty l is t ic la p ses o f a con trib utor?
The P C 'is u o t E n g l i s h C om p 101 a n d I c a n
think o f no v a lid re a so n to grad e a r t ic le s a s
com positions.

W hen I a c c e p t e d th e e d i to r s h i p o f m y
s o c ie t y ’s n e w s le t t e r som e 15 m o n th s a g o , a
fr ie n d a n d m em ber o f WU 30 a d v is e d me to
jo in for p r o fe s s io n a l r e a s o n s . I s e n t o f f m y
check im m ediately and e v en o rd ered th e back
i s s u e s fo r t h a t y e a r . By a n d l a r g e , I h a v e
b een in fo rm e d and u p lif te d b y th e PC a n d I
hope th a t I w ill co n tin u e to be. B ut I a lso hope
th a t d i f f e r e n c e s o f o p in io n , n o m a tte r how
str o n g ly h eld , can n e v e r th e le s s be e x p r esse d
in th e p u b lica t io n d ip lom atica lly and w ith o u t
in v e c tiv e . T e le p h o n e s , t e le x e s and th e U .S .
mail a ll are m ore apj5ropriate media for p e r -
sonal a tta ck s. H

From Frank Caprio,
ed ito r o f Maneapeu

I w o u ld l ik e to c o m p lim e n t y o u o n t h e
o u tsta n d in g w ork you are d o in g as e d ito r o f
The P h ila te lic Com m unicator. I h ave e sp e c ia lly
en jo y e d th e r e c e n t su p p le m en ts on e d itin g a
so c ie ty jou rna l and th e u s e s o f com pu ters in
p h ila telic w ritin g .

I w ould lik e to add on e com m ent to Bob de
V io lin i’s a r t ic le “ Home C om p u ters and Club
N e w s le t t e r s ,” w h ic h a p p e a r e d in th e la s t
su pp lem en t. Mr. de V iolin i r e s t r ic t s h is d is -
c u ss io n o f p r in te r s to th e m ost in e x p e n s iv e .
P h ila te lis t s sh o u ld be a w a re , h o w e v e r , o f a t
lea st tw o o th er p r in te r s w hich p ro v id e su p erb
o u tp u t fo r a lit tle more m oney.

T h e se are th e H e w le t t-P a c k a r d D e s k J e t
(and now D esk Je t +) and th e H ew lett-Paclcard
L a serJ e t IIP. The form er p ro d u ces n ear la se r -

,quality o u tp u t, is q u iet, e a sy to m aintain, and
su pp orted b y m any major so ftw a re p a cka ges.
I t c a n b e p u r c h a s e d f o r a b o u t $ 6 0 0 . T h e
L a serJ e t IIP g iv e s th e u se r e v e n more pow er
and fle x ib ility , a n d c u r r e n t ly s e l l s for a b o u t
$1000.

I h ave u sed th e D esk J e t for tw o y ea rs in
th e p u b l ic a t io n o f 'th e T u v a lu arid K ir ib a ti
P h ila te lic S o c ie ty ’s jo u rn a l’, M aneapa, a s w e ll
a s to make up my own album p a g e s . I h ig h ly
recom m en d it t o t h o s e p h ila t e l i s t s w h o a r e
w illing to sp en d th e few ex tra d ollars. ■

From Gary A. Van Cott:

I en jo y ed th e m ost r ec en t num ber of The
P h ila telic C om m unicator v e r y much d e sp ite th e
e d ito r ’s L u d d ite ( tr o g lo d y te? ) ,v ie w s o n com-
p u ter s . For th o se who fin d them u se fu l, p er-
h a p s I can add tw o more p u blica tions to th e ir

read in g list .
W h ite , Jan V ., G r a p h ic D e s ig n f o r t h e

E le c tro n ic A g e , W atson-G up till P u b lica tio n s ,
New Y ork, 1988 (ISBN 0 -8 2 3 0 -2 1 2 1 -1 ). T h is i s
n ot a d esk top p u b lish in g book b u t ra th er one
a b o u t com m u n ica tin g in p r in t r e g a r d le s s o f
th e eq u ip m en t u se d . You may be ab le to f in d
some o f Mr. W hite’s e a r lie r b o o k s on g ra p h ic
d e s i g n a n d m a g a z in e l a y o u t in y o u r lo c a l
lib ra ry . T hey are w orth look ing for.

V e n tu ra P r o fe s s io n a l! (ISSN 1 04 6-98 85 )
m o n th ly b y th e V e n tu r a P u b l is h e r U s e r s
Group, 7502 A rron P lace , S an J o se , CA 95139.
$36.00 fo r on e yea r and $65.00 fo r tw o y ea rs .
X erox V en tura P u b lish e r is one of th e lea d in g
d esk top p u b lish in g program s fo r th e PC. For
th e se r io u s u se r (and a s much a s it c o s ts who
can afford to be a casu a l u se r ) th is m agazine
is a m ust.

I t r u s t e v er y o n e know s th a t th e a d d r e ss-
e s and te lep h on e num bers o f book p u b lish e r s
can b e fo u n d in B o o k s in P r in t . T h is u s e fu l
so u rce o f in form ation can be lo ca te d a t y o u r
local lib ra ry or b ook store. ■

From Ken Lawrence:

In an in te r e s t in g a r tic le in th e March 15
is s u e o f th e New York R eview o f B ooks, "What
C an’t C om pu ters Do?” , Joh n M aynard S m ith
r ep o rts a near c o n sen su s among e x p e r ts th a t
“ co m p u ters a r e s t i l l v e r y b ad at som e t a s k s
th a t p eop le do e f fo r t le s s ly , p a r ticu la r ly ta sk s
th a t h ave to do w ith lan gu a ge , or w ith v isu a l
p e r ce p tio n .” ■

From John M. H otchner:

I h a v e had s e v e r a l r e c e n t d i s c u s s io n s
w ith B ill W elch , t h e e d i t o r o f T h e A m e r ic a n
P h i la t e l i s t o f A P S, a b o u t t h e n e e d t o h a v e
more m aterial in th e m agazine o f in te r e s t to
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P th e co llecto r o f U niteii States- stam ps. A r e c e n t

I s u r v e y show ed th a t a larg e p e rcen ta g e of APS
I m em bers co lle ct p rin cip a lly U.S. stam ps. This

I g i v e s a d d e d e m p h a s is t o th e n e e d fo r m ore
I U .S. con ten t.
I In o r d e r t o " p u t m y m o n e y w h e r e m y

I m outh i s , ” I am s e n d in g t h is le t te r to m any
! fr ie n d s and a cq u a in ta n ces in h op es o f in te r -

e s tin g you in co n tr ib u tin g an a rtic le on you r
U.S. sp ecia lty .

I sa y " c o n tr ib u te ” b u t B ill d o e s p ay a n
1 honorarium upon p u blica tion . T here may be a

w aitin g p eriod o f 18 to 24 m onths, b u t Bill has
. in d ica ted th a t he d oes take su b m issio n s o u t o f
P s tr ic t o rd er o f r e c e ip t to a c h ie v e b a la n ce in
P th e AP.

[ A rtic le s n eed not be lon g . In fa c t, sh o rter

i is p rob ably b e tter s in ce th a t g iv e s him maxi-
I mum flex ib ility in u sin g item s.
I I u r g e y o u to w r ite t o B ill to d a y —or a t

1 l e a s t w it h in th e w e e k —t o o f f e r a n a r t ic l e .
S p e c ify s u b j e c t , ap p rox im a te le n g th , i l lu s -

f t r a t io n s p r o p o s e d , a n d t e l l h im s o m e th in g
I a b o u t y o u r q u a l if ic a t io n s i f th e tw o o f y o u

I d on’t a lr e a d y know e a c h o th e r . I w ou ld c o n -

I s id er th is a p erso n a l favor.

I
He is a d e l ig h t f u l p e r s o n , v e r y e a s y to
w ork w ith, and a ta len ted ed itor . His a d d r e ss

Mr. William Welch, Editor
The A m erican P h ila te lis t

1 P O Box 8000

i S ta te C ollege PA 16803

1 Not on ly w ill yo u r work help APS to b e t-

I t e r s e r v e i t s m em b ers, b u t i t m ay g a in y o u
, u s e fu l fe e d b a c k on th e s u b je c t m a tter , a n d
. make some c o n v e r ts to yo u r co llec tin g a r ea J l

From E rn st M. Cohn;

I I r e ce iv e d a cop y o f th e r u le s for STaMp-
I SHOW lite r a tu r e e x h ib itio n s , w h ich s t ill le a v e

I so m eth in g to be d e s ir e d . I h a v e p o in te d o u t
J some o f th e se i s s u e s p r e v io u s ly , b u t a p p a r -

I
e n t ly n o th in g w a s d on e a b o u t th em . I s h a ll

g iv e th is memo a b it w ider d istr ib u tio n , in th e
hope th a t , a t ^ s t , som eone w ill help th e APS
* w rite b e tte r rm es!

* R u le 1: I t i s n o t n e c e s s a r y t o r e s t r i c t

e n t r ie s to E n g l ish - la n g u a g e te x t. I am s u r e
, som e v o lu n te e r s from som e o f th e s p e c ia l ty

g ro u p s (GPS, F&CPS, e tc .) w ould be h ap p y to
, v o lu n t e e r fo r s c r e e n in g e n t r i e s in f o r e ig n

la n g u a g es . Some o f u s U.S. members—lik e Felix
• G an z a n d m y s e l f —e v e n w r i t e i n f o r e i g n j

I to n g u es! And w hat if som eone w rites in o n e 'o f

I th e American Indian la n g u a g e s , fo r th e b en efitI o f k id s on In d ia n r e s e r v a t io n s , for exam ple?

t

P le a se , le t u s n o t be x en op ho b ic! Rem ember,
we h ave fo r e ig n m em bers, too.

R ule 5: Why m u st b in d e r s n o t ex ce ed 9"
b y 12"? What if som eone w r ite s a colum n fo r
th e N ew Y ork Tim es and w an ts to subm it it in
th e o r ig in a l s iz e? In o th e r w o rd s, i s n ’t th is ,
lik e t h e p r e c e d in g o n e , a n u n n e c e s s a r y r e -
str ictio n ? Why n ot sim ply omit it?

R u le 6 : "O ne a w a rd p e r e n t r y ” i s y e t
a n o th er u n n e c e ss a r y r e s tr ic t io n . T h is m ight
be r e a d t h a t , e . g . , i f t h e A PS w a s g i v e n a
sp ec ia l aw ard fo r , sa y , th e b e st q u a lity paper
o n w h ic h a n e n t r y i s p r i n t e d ( j u s t t o b e
r id ic u lo u s ) , th e e n tr y th a t g e t s t h is aw ard
d o e sn ’t g e t th e s ilv e r medal or w h a tev er . Yes,
I know th a t is n o t w hat is m eant, b u t th a t i s
th e w a y i t r ea d s! In a n y c a s e , i t is a n o th e r
u n n e c e ssa r y r e str ic tio n , due to poor p h rasin g .
What is m eant is , "Only p e r so n s w hose appli-
c a t i o n s a n d f e e s h a v e b e e n a c c e p t e d a r e
e lig ib le fo r a w a rd s;” A lso , i t is n o t th e s u b -
m itter o f th e e n tr y form w h o w ill g e t a p a s s ,
e tc ., b u t th e p e r so n s a s d efin ed above.

B ottom w a r n in g ; " S u b m is s io n o f E n try
Form S ig n if i e s A c c e p ta n c e in F u ll a n d U n-
d e r s ta n d in g in D e t a i l .” F r a n k ly , w h o d o e s
u n d ersta n d th e se ru les? Not e v en th e ir w riter
seem s to . . .

If you have developed good ru les for an-
other literature section , why not give Dan A s- raus
a co p y of same, for his considerationYIsn’t itabou t
time th at STaMpsHOW have some acceptable ru les
for th at stepch ild  o f philately? ■

From A. B en David (in World P h ila te lic
C o n g r e s s o f I s r a e l , H o ly L a n d , J u d a ic a

S o c ie tie s N ew sletter)'.

R ecent p h ila te lic n e w sp a p er s , m a gazin es
and jo u rnals con ta in polem ics, a c cu sa tio n s and
c o u n te r -a cc u sa tio n s con cern in g stam p repair-
e r s , fra u d u len t ex p ertiza tion c e r tif ic a te s and
sh a d y , n ot to sa y crim inal, d ea ls to th e d etr i-
m ent o f th e c o l le c t o r . I t i s n o t up t o u s to
ju d g e or to comment on th e s e a lleged fraud u-
le n t a c t i v i t i e s a n d we c a n o n ly a d v is e o u r
re a d er s to follow th e r ep o rts in th e p hilate lic
p r e ss and form th e ir own op in ions.

H owever, cer ta in fa c ts co n cern in g stam ps
o f I s r a e l , a n d t h e d e a l i n g s o f o n e f ir m in
A r iz o n a , t h a t h a v e com e t o o u r n o t ic e a r e
extrem ely im pdrtant and m ust be sh a red w ith
our m em ber o r g a n iz a t io n s , so th a t t h e y ca n
w arn th e ir m em bers to b u y from h o n est deal-
e r s o n ly a n d be c a r e fu l w ith c e r t i f ic a t e s o f
ex p ertiz in g th e y accept.
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I am r e f e r r in g to o n e s p e c if ic d e a l , th e
p u r c h a se o f som e e a r ly u s e d I s r a e l s te m p s
with ta b s b y ou r fr ien d Edi^^ard T. S u p erson
from Mr. Simon S h arp , a lso o p era tin g a s Bond
E n terp r ises o f S c o tts d a le , A rizona. T h e d ea l
in v o lv ed ea rly I s r a e l is s u e s , u s e d w ith ta b s ,
and th e a m o u n t in V o lv e d w a s $ 2 ,5 7 0 . T h e
stam ps w ere d ec la red g e n u in e b y S. P in ch o t
& S o n (" M r . S . P in c h o t , EX PER T, f o r m e r
o f f ic ia l S e n io r C o n su lta n t o f th e P h ila te l ic
Foundation, r e tir e d ” ).

Upon exam ination b y th e Isr a e li e x p e r t,
Mr. Y. T sachor o f T el-A viv , some of th e major
and m ost e x p en siv e item s w ere fou nd to have
reattach ed ta b s or se lv a g e , fo rg ed Jerusalem
postm arks, v a riou s re p erfo r a tio n s and clean -
ing o f p erfo ration s.

When r e ce iv in g Mr. S u p e r so n ’s cojnplaint
su p p o r ted b y Mr. T sa c h o r’s c e r t if ic a te s , Mr.
Simon Sharp refu n d ed th e fu ll p u rch a se p rice
an d in c lu d e d 50 p e r c e n t of Mr. T s a c h o r ’s
ex p ertiz in g fe e s .

Mr. S im on S h a r p , a l ia s S c h a j o w it z , o f
B on d E n t e r p r is e s i s k n o w n to me from an
ex p er ien ce w ith Safad stam p fo r g e r ie s s u b -
m itted b y him a s g en u in e to an au ction hou^e
in Germany and on e in D etroit. I had to ca ll in
t h e f r a u d s q u a d o f t h e C a n a d ia n R o y a l
M ounted P olice, T oron to B ran ch, to h a ve him
in v e st ig a te d . He w as fo r c e d to b r in g a ll th e
Safad stam ps he ow n ed (a ll fo r g e r ie s ) to me
and in th e p r e se n c e o f two m ounties I ap plied
fr o n t and back a stam p "FORGERY” .

S oon th e r e a f t e r Mr. S c h a jo w itz le f t To-
r o n to a n d r e a p p e a r e d a s Sim on S h a r p an d
Bond E n terp r ises in Arizona. ■

S e l l i n g

B y Felix Ganz

C o llec tin g S ta m ps fo r P le a su re a n d P ro fit
b y B arry Krause. B etterw ay P u b licatio n s, Inc.
White Hall, Va. 1988. 143 p a g es. $8.95.

T op D o lla r P a id ! b y S t e p h e n R. D a tz .
General P h ila telic C orporation , L oveland, Colo.
1989. 167 p a g es. $9.95

If on e w ish es to be b r ie f ab ou t it all, one
could sa y th a t th e f ir s t book a d v ise s on how
to g e t in to stam p c o lle c tin g , and th e se c o n d
one on how to g e t o u t o f it!

S te p h e n D a tz ’s " G e t tin g O ut Of I t " i s
w ritten in a fa c ile , hum orous, and tr u ly a n ec-
dotal s ty le —w ith e a c h c h a p te r co n ta in in g a n
ea sily p e r c e iv e d m oral, tb th e p o in t th a t o n e
m ig h t w o n d e r ho'w m u ch i s t r u t h a n d h o w
much fic tio n . In p h ila te ly , h o w e v e r , tr u th i s
often s tr a n g e r th a n f ic tio n , a n d th u s one i s

tem pted to b e liev e th e odd, h ilariou s, som ber,
or e v e n o b n o x io u s c h a r a c te r s th a t w en d in
a n d o u t o f h is s t o r ie s o f a c q u ir in g c o l le c -
tio n s—or at tim es com ing o ff secon d b est.

What p er v a d es D atz’s Top D ollar Paid! is
th e c o n s t a n t r e m in d e r o f a stam p d e a le r ’s
n e e d t o m a k e a s u b s t a n t i a l p r o f i t o n a n y
a c q u is i t io n b o u g h t fo r r e s a le . . . a b it o f
tr u th co lle c to rs p repa r in g to se ll th e ir hold-
in g s d o n o t r e a lly e n jo y h e a r in g . Y et i t i s
t r u e a n d n e c e s s a r y to k n o w . B e fo r e D a tz
r e g a le s u s w ith h is actu a l p u rch a se s to r ie s he
tr e a ts s u c h v a r y in g to p ic s a s W ays to S e l l ,
C o n d i t io n o f t h e C o l le c t i o r ^ a s w e l l a s

c h a n g i n g v a l u e s o f s t a m p s i n d i f f e r e n t
m a r k e t s / c o u n t r i e s , o ld v s . n e w v s . d e a d
c o u n tr y c o l l e c t io n s , e t c . , e t c . , o r th e m an y
a v e n u e s o p e n t o a c o l le c t o r fo r s e l l in g h is
s ta m p s . T he a d v ic e is v e r y m u ch d o w n t o
ea rth , and som eone d e sir o u s o f or fo r c e d t o
s e l l in g h i s /h e r p h ila te l ic h o ld in g s w ill m ost
l ik e ly b e le s s b e l l ig e r e n t w h en th e tim e o f
a cce p tin g or r e je c tin g an o ffe r h as a rr ived . It
sh ould a lso be n oted th a t th e b e tte r a s e lle r
is in fo r m e d o f th e c o n d i t io n a n d v a l u e o f
h is /h e r h o ld in g s , th e ea sier it w ill be to come
to term s b etw een se lle r and b u y er.

Mr. K rause’s book, a lso p ap erback b u t of
la rg er (8#" b y 11") form at, s ta r ts b y a d d r es s-
in g th e y o u n g c o lle c to r s (in t h e d e d ica tio n )
b u t d oes n ot rea lly co n tin u e in th e same v e in
a s th e b o o k p r o g r e s s e s . At le a s t it s e e m s
im p ro b a b le th a t a y o u n g c o lle c to r th in k s o f
co lle c tih g a s an in v estm en t, or g iv e s too much
th o u g h t to stam p rep a irs artd fa k es.

The in tr o d u c to r y c h a p te r s on c o lle c tin g
(in clu d in g an h isto r ica l d etou r on "The F irst
S tam ps” ), ty p e s of co llec to rs, b asic co llectin g
to o ls, co n d itio n , and stam p m a n ufa ctu re a r e
p r o b a b ly h e l p f u l to a n o v ic e c o l l e c t o r o r

c o l l e c t o r - t o - b e , a n d s o a r e t h e t e n - p a g e
g lo ssa r y and an in d ex at th e en d of th e book.
H in ts o n p r o t e c t in g a n d p r e s e r v i n g o n e ’s
stam ps are q u ite h e lp fu l, too.

B u t t h e r e s t o f t h e b o o k c o n t a in s to o
many th in g s crow d ed in to too little sp a ce, and
th e se le c t io n p r o c e s s is n ot a lw ay s c le a r . On
p a g e 64, fo r e x a m p le , in th e c h a p te r t i t l e d
" B u y in g S t a m p s ," t h e r e a r e f o u r a u c t io n
h o u s e s l i s t e d fo r th e e n t ir e U n ite d S t a t e s ,
fo llow ed b y an im m ediate d isc la im er th a t th e
au th or h a s a n y in te r e s t in a n y o f them. In a
c o u n try w ith approxim ately 100 mail and p ub-
lic Auction h o u ses , i t is hard to determ ine how
th e se fo u r h ave b een se le c te d or sin g le d out.

A lthough p erm ission w as se c u r ed fo r u s-
in g S c o t t ’s c a ta lo g n u m b er in g s y s te m , o n ly
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t h e s t a m p s o n t h e c o l o r t i t l e p a g e a r e
i d e n t i f i e d t h u s . On o t h e r p a g e s i t s t a t e s
m erely " ca ta lp g # . . w h ich cou ld a t le a s t
b e con fujsin g . While L in n ’s , S ta m p C o llec to r ,
S tam ps, an d The A m erican P h ila te l is t r ec e iv e
n ic e d e s c r ip t iv e w r it e - u p s , M e k e e l’s is l e f t
o u t. A nd u n le s s o n e c h e c k s u n d e r " S tam p
S o c ie tie s" on e m igh t g e t th e im p ression th a t
th e s e fou r stam p w eek lies or m onthlies are a ll
t h e r e e x i s t s in p h i la te lic l i t e r a tu r e in o u r
co u n try .

Shou ld on e recom mend e ith e r o f th e se two
b o o k s a s " s t a p le s ” in a p h ila te lic l ib r a r y ?
P r o b a b ly n o t . D a tz f i t s b e t t e r i n t o o n e ’ s
n o v e ls an d fu n n y s to r ie s lib r a r y (an d th e r e
w ill h o ld i t s ow n ) w h ile K ra u se’s o p u s is to o
a m b itiou s and to o t h in ly s p r e a d , w h ic h d e -
tr a c ts from it s good p o in ts . ■

T l x e ? 1 9 8 9 ^ ^
B o o l e

B y S te v e n J. Rod

The C o n g ress Book 1989 ed ited b y B arbara R.
M ueller. Am erican P h ila telic C on gress , Inc. 7"
b y 10", h ard c o v e rs . 187 p a g es. 1989. ISBN 0 -
929333-15-2 .

I am p rob ab ly th e w ron g WU 30 member to
rev iew th is book, s in ce my f ir s t cr itic ism i s
on e th a t n o o th e r r e v ie w e r w ou ld h ave m en-
t io n e d . T h e c o v e r a n d th e t i t l e p a g e s b o th
n ote th a t th e book w as is su e d a t W orld Stamp
Expo ’89. T h is i s in c o r r e c t, a s th e b ook w as
a c tu a l ly i s s u e d a t WORLD STAMP EXPO ’89.
Don’t la u g h . S e r v in g a s e d ito r o f t h e sh o w ’s
G u id e b o o k , I q u ic k ly d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e
U SPS w as m anic a b o u t a lw ays h a v in g th o s e
t h r e e w o r d s in u p p e r c a s e l e t t e r s . M an ic
r e f e r s t o " e x c e s s i v e a n d u n r e a s o n a b l e
en th u sia sm ." T ru st me.

So, I w a s d e lig h te d th a t e d ito r B arb ara
M ueller w as g u ilty o f th e same " error” I made
w h ile w o r k in g o n th e G u id e . M ise r y l o v e s
com pany. As lon g a s I am on o b v io u s fa u lts ,
le t me go o v er th e o n ly o th er on e I o b se rv e in
t h is wonderfdjjp e x u b e r a n t , a n d r e fr e s h in g
p u b lic a t io n . In th e 1988 e d it io n , w ith som e
fa n fa r e , M u eller in tr o d u c e d "T h e C o n g r e ss
C h allen ge," w h ich had a s it s p u rp ose , ^'Hold-
in g up a m irror to con tem porary p h ila tely ; to
r a is e i s s u e s a n d c o n s c io u s n e s s ; to p r o p o se
so lu tio n s and p o lic ie s .” With so many p oten tia l

i s s u e s to p u r s u e , I w a s .d is a p p o in te d t h a t
w h a t I h ad a n t ic ip a te d b e c o m in g a r e g u la r
fea tu re w as now here to b e fou n d. L et’s hope
i t ’s b e in g w orked on for th e 1990 ed ition .

T here are te n " orig in a l p h ila te lic p ap ers
p r e se n te d b y in v ita t io n ” in ' t h is y e a r ’s Con-
g r e s s Book, each a s ig n ific a n t con tr ib u tion to
orig ina l re sea rch in it s fie ld . As a w riter who
fo c u se s prim arily on g en era l stam p co llec tin g .
U nited S ta te s stam p s, and p h ila te lic lite ra tu re ,
th e 1989 C o n g ress B ook is m ost welcom e to my
lib r a r y . In f a c t , w h a t m a k es th e C o n g r e s s
B ook so g r e a t i s t h a t th e r e a r e 54 p r e v io u s
v o lu m es s ta n d in g t o th e l e f t o f t h is n e w e s t
num ber. One o f th e item s I fin d v e r y u se fu l in
my w r itin g is th e co m p reh en s iv e " C o n gr ess
Books In d ex ,” w h ich is th e 100 -p age 1987 3rd'
q u a r te r e d it io n o f th e P h ila te l ic L i te r a tu r e
R ev iew . T his in va lu ab le in d ex c o v e r s th e f ir s t
52 b o o k s , th r o u g h 1986. C op ies are a v a ila b le
from Bill Welch a t APRL fo r $5.00.

The 1989 C o n g res s Book w ould h ave b een
w orth th e m oney if a ll i t had w as i t s f ir s t 30-
p ag e a r tic le b y G eorge W. B rett on 19th Cen-
tu r y p r o d u c tio n dies', and y e t i t h as e v e r so
m uch more. B re tt’s a r tic le is a u se fu l reso u rce
on t h e c la s s ic s a n d p o s t - c la s s i c s p e r io d o f
U .S . sta m p p r o d u c t io n . I t ’s an illu m in a tin g
p ie c e w ith r e g a r d to b o th t h e t e c h n iq u e s
i n v o l v e d a s w e l l a s d a t a o n t h e s p e c i f i c
stam ps.

S p ace d oes n o t perm it e v e n a lin e or two
ab ou t each of th e a r tic le s . Each is p a rticu lar ly
u se fu l to r ese a rc h n eed s o f p h ila te lic w r iter s ,
an d to g e th e r t h e y r e p r e s e n t a d iv e r s e an d
in te r e s t in g s e t o f su b je c ts .

I p a rticu lar ly lov ed John B oker’s p erson a l
rem in iscen ces ab ou t th e B oston stam p d ealer,
W arren H. C o lson . A s a w r ite r , I w ish t h e r e
w as a c e n tr a l p la c e to tu r n fo r t h is t y p e o f
inform ation , an d it w ould b e w on d erfu l if th e
C o n g ress Book cou ld reg u lar ly fea tu re on e in -
d e p th p o r tr a it p e r is s u e . Oral h i s to r ie s a re
n o t som eth in g w e seem to be serioU s ab ou t in
p h ila te ly . As I read o b itu a r ie s reg u lar ly in th e
p h ila te lic p r e s s , I am afra id we lo s e a lo t o f
im portant inform ation w h en w e lo se ou r old er,
more k now led geable ch a ra c ter s. I t ’s g rea t th a t
B o k e r t o o k t h e tim e t o p u t t h i s s t o r y t o -
g e th er . I f you are cap ab le o f doing th e same,
now is th e tim e to do it . We n e ed t o r e c o r d
th e h isto r y o f ou r h obby.

I t is sym bolic th a t rep lac in g th e C ongress
C h a llenge a t th e b ack o f th e book is a g r e a t
p ie c e on " M odern P h i la te ly a n d t h e Fram a
C h allenge" b y Ken L aw rence. I d on ’t know if
th e t i t le came from th e a u th o r or t h e ed ito r ,
b u t i t ’s a g r ea t rem inder to r es to re th e m iss-
in g in n o v a tiv e sec tio n . (The P re s id e n t’s m es-
sa g e n o te s th a t th is a r tic le fo llow s th e Chal-

l e n g e p h i l o s o p h y m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . I

26 The P h i l a t e l i c C om m unica tor, A.P.S. Writers Unit 30, First Quarter, 1990. Vol. 23, No. 1, Whole No. 87.



d isa g ree .) Law rence p r o v id es u s w ith a v e r y
h elp fu l h isto r y o f th e se p o sta g e stam ps o f th e
fu tu re . T his w ill be an o ft-q u o te d p iece a s th e
USPS, and o th er s , expand th e ir in vo lyem ent in
p rodu cin g th e se p o sta g e stam p s o f tomorrow.
His q u e s t for a n sw er s to how Fram as sh o u ld
be co llec ted has p otentia l fo r many o f ou r WU
30 m em bers to p ic k up w h e re he has le f t o f f
in .th e ir cplum ns and a r tic le s .

I a lw ays look forw ard to my new C o n g ress
Book, a n d w h ile i t ’ s d i f f ic u lt to ou tdo a p e r -
fe c t p u blica tion , B arbara M ueller co n tin u es to
outdo h e rse lf w ith ea ch s u c c e s s iv e volume* If
you d on’t h ave yo u r co p y , p lea se w rite to APC
s e c r e ta r y R u ss S k a v a r i l , 222 E a st T o rra n ce
Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43214-3834. I t ’s a m ust for
th e p h ila te lic w r iter ’s b oo k sh elf. ■

W o a r l d L W a r I T
A .X J . s t r i a i n O a x i s o r a d

> 1 ^ 1 E rn st M. Cohn

C en so rsh ip o f th e C iv il M ails in O ccu p ied
A u s tr ia 1 9 4 5 -1 9 5 3 , b y R ic h a rd A. K r u e g e r .
1989. v ii+203 p a g e s . 85" b y 11", s o f tb o u n d ,
ty p e d , m any m aps, ta b le s , i l lu s t r a t io n s , $22
p ostp a id in U.S. and Canada, $25 (su r fa ce) or
$28 (a ir) to Europe. From Richard A. K rueger,
P.O. Box 441004, F ort W ashington, MD 20744.

T his secon d p r in tin g r e p r e se n ts a rev iew
as w e ll a s r e s e a r c h r e s u l t s o b ta in e d b y th e
au th or , o f a v e r y com plicated—an d h en ce q u ite
in tr ig u in g —s to r y of r e la t iv e ly r e c e n t p o sta l
h isto ry . He s e ts th e s ta g e ca r e fu lly b y h isto r-
ica l a cco u n ts o f how A u str ia w as o ccu p ied and
th en sp lit among th e A llies in to fou r zon es o f
in d iv id u a l occup ation and a f ifth , jo in t zon e,
i .e ., Vienna. He a lso d a tes p r e c ise ly w hen local
mails s ta r ted , th en in tra -zo n a l, in terzon a l, and
fin a lly fo re ig n m ails, u n til th e en d o f c e n so r -
sh ip req u irem en ts.

B ecause ea ch o f th e f iv e areas o f A u stria
had its ow n r u le s , each is trea ted sep a ra te ly .
•These tr ,eatm en ts are p r e c e d e d b y a g e n e r a l
in tr o d u c t io n c o v e r in g e y e r y c o n c e iv a b le
s u b je c t th a t th e r e a d e r w ould w a n t to know
about: ad m inistration , p r o ce d u re s, m ark in gs,
organ iza tion o f th e f iv e main c h a p te r s , so u rc -
e s , b ib liog rap h y , in d ex n o tes , to name ju s t th e
m ost im portant on es.

T he m ain c h a p t e r s , e a c h w ith th e sam e
stru c tu re , con cern th e U .S., British* Frerich,
a n d S o v i e t z o n e s , p lu s V ie n n a . T h ^ se a r e
follow ed b y an in d ex and a la st,, b lue p a g e , to
be s e n t t o th e a u th o r , s o th e o w n e r o f th e
book m ight o b ta in th e la t e s t in fo rm a tio n o n
th e su b je c t a s it d ev e lo p s .

The au thor a p p aren tly a t le a s t mehtiorred
a ll r e le v a h t in fo r m a tio n , « v e n i f i t is l i t t l e

k n ow n o r p o o r ly d o c u m e n te d p r e v io u s ly ;
i l lu s t r a te d e v e r y th in g he h a s s e e n h im se lf;
a n d h a s p o in te d o u t a r e a s o f p o t e n t ia l r e -
sea rch .

A top ic o ften s lig h te d , b u t co n sid ered in
d e ta il h e r e , is w h a t th e G erm ans c a ll O b e r -
r o l le r p o s t , i .e ., tnail held o v er from th e Third
R eich to Allied O ccupation at p o st o ff ic e s a n d
th e n e v e n tu a l ly p roc jessed . T h at in i t s e l f i s
fa sc in a tin g .

The ch ron olog ica l ta b le s for th e f iv e ar-
ea s are p a r ticu la r ly u se fu l ancf^ lear.

B eing fa ir ly fam iliar with' th e app earance
of so m e o f t h e c e n s o r s h i p m a T k in g s fr o m .
World War I, I w as a sto u n d ed and -am u sed b y
t h e s im i la r i t y o f s t y l e s o f m a n y A u s t r ia n
circu la r m arks to th o se from World War I, and

th e sim ilarity o f some F ren ch ova l m ark ings to
th e F rench m arks o f World War I. One wonder^i
w h eth er some of th e old m arfcs-^pplied b y th e

A u str ia n E m pire and b y th e F r e n c h R ep u b-
lic—w ere exhum ed in th e fo llow ing war.

If an oth er ed ition o f th is w ork w ill e v e n -
tu a lly b e n e e d e d , u se o f a b e t te r p r in te r i s
recom m en ded fo r m ore le g ib le ty p e fa c e a n d
m ore u n iform p r in t . A lso , th e h a n d - le t te r e d
ta b le s cou ld p ro fita b ly be rep laced b y p r in ted
o n es . T he b in d e r can e a s i ly b e rep la c ed (b y
th e b u y e r ) w ith a room ier o n e th a t p e r m its
th e p a g e s to lie fla t. P roo f-rea d in g w as good
and er ro r s are minimal.

The o v e r -a ll im pression o f th e -c o n ten ts is
ex ce llen t, te s t i fy in g to th e la rg e q u a n tity and
h igh q u a lity o f th e a u th o r ’s s e a r c h a n d r e -
s e a r c h . I t is h ig h ly reco m m en d ed to t h o s e
in te r e s te d in c e n so r s h ip g e n e r a l ly a n d th a t
w hich o p erated in A ustria sp e c if ica lly . ■

T i m e * R e d B o o k s

By Ken L aw rence

S t a n le y G ib b o n s S ta m p C a ta lo g u e . P a r t I .
B r it ish C om m onw ealth-1990. S ta n le y ia ib b o n s
P u b l ic a t io n s L td . 8 5 " b y 12" , h a r d c o v e r .
1074+GB104+unnum bered a d v e r t iz in g p a g e s.
ISBN 0 -8 5 2 5 9 -2 19 -1 . Im ported b y L ig h th o u se
P u b lic a t io n s , P.O. Box 7 0 5 , H a c k e n sa c k , NJ
07602-0705. $64.50.

S c o tt 1990 S ta n d a rd P o s ta g e S tam p C ata logue.
V o lu m e 1. G n ite d S t a t e s , U n i t e d N a t io n s ,
Canada, G reat B ritain and th e Commonwealth.
xxi+1129-funnum bered advertizin '^ p a g es. ISBN
0 -8 9 4 8 7 -1 2 0 -X . V olum e 2 .-C o u n tr ie s o f th e
World A-F. xxx+1171+unnumbered a d v e r tiz in g
p a g es. ISBN 0-89487 -121 -8 . Volume 3. C oun-
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t r i e s o f th e World G -0. xxxi+1126+unnumbered
.ad vertiz in g p a g es. ISBlTO-89487-122-6. Volume
;4j C ou n tries o f th e World P-Z. xxx+lO l+unnum -
;h ered a d v e r t iz in g p a g e s . 8^" b y 10% ” , s o f t

co v er . S co tt P u b lish in g Company, 911 V ande-
mark Road, S id n ey , OH 45365. $25 p er volum e.

I S c o tt 1990 S p e c ia l i z e d C a ta lo g u e o f U n ite d
~S ta tes S tam ps. S co tt P u b lish in g C o m p a n y , 911
% andem ark R oad , S id n e y , OH 4 5 3 6 5 . 8i" b y

10% , so ft co v er . lxiii+551+unnum bered a d v er-
t iz in g p a g es. ISBN 0-89487 -124 -2 . $25.

Z pm stein B rie fm arken -K a ta lo g 1989/90, Band 1.
I E uropa-N ord, xxxv+442 p a g es. Band 2. E uropa-

I ^ it te . xxxiii+987 p a g e s . B and 3. E u ro p a -S iid .
I ;xxxiii+1511 p a g e s . N a c h tr a g e zum Z u m ste in
! B ;r ie fm a r k e n -K a ta lo g E u r o p a -O s t 1 98 9 . 32

P ^ges. 7 ” b y 91", s o f t co v er . Zum stein & Cie.,
JPpstfach, CH-3000 B ern 7, S w itzerlan d .

'Z u m ste in K a ta lo g S c h w e i z /L i e c h t e n s t e i n .
'Cam pione u n d V ere in te N a tion en , G enf, 1990.
Z lim ste in & C ie ., P o s t f a c h , C H -3000 B e rn 7 ,
S w i tz e r la n d . 51" b y 8 ", s o f t c o v e r . C o lo r
illu stra tio n s , viii+454 p a g es.

I recom m en d th e 1990 S ta n le y G ib b o n s
B ritish Commonwealth catalog for th e p h ila te lic
^Writer’s r e fer en ce sh e lf . It w on’t rep lace th e
S c o tt ca ta lo g , b u t it h as m any u se fu l l is tin g s
o f stam p is s u in g e n t it ie s - t h a t S c o tt d o e s n ’t

reco g n ize .
b( T opical w r ite r s e sp e c ia lly w ill fin d th o se

l i s t i n g s i n d i s p e n s a b l e . W r ite r s w h o c o v e r
gpritain and t h e C om m onw ealth w ill n e e d th e
§p ec ia lized lis t in g s th a t go fa r b eyon d S cott.

I Alm ost no on e w ill fin d th e p r ices u se fu l, b u t
l^pcause o f th e g rea t d eb ate o v er th e ch an g e
|n S c o tt p r ic in g p o lic y , th e G ib b on s p r ic e s
l ^ y draw more a tten tio n th an th e y d e se rv e .

Here we sh a ll exam ine com p la in ts a g a in st
S c o t t ’ s p r ic in g c h a n g e s a d v a n c e d b y G reg
^ fan n in g . M a n n in g ’s c h a r g e s h a v e f o c u s e d

ifiost h e a v ily o n A u stra lia , a n d h e h a s r e lie d
fo r su p p o r t on h is A u stra lian co lle a g u e , Glen
S tep h en s .
.8 A t W orld S ta m p E x p o , M ic h a e l S a n i g ,
ed ito r o f A u stfed ian S tam p N ew s, to ld me th a t
Glen S te p h en s ha^s m isrep resen ted th e A u stra-
lian stam p markeL In th is F eb ru a ry’s P h ila te l-

ic E x p o r te r Sanig w rote, "C ertain elem ents tr y
^ ta lk e v e r y th in g u p , b u t I w on d er if an yon e

r e a l l y f o o l e d . We a l l k n o w t h a t e v e r y
I exh ib ition is n o t a s u c c e s s , th a t e v e r y au ction
; ^^es n o t ach ieve , record p r ic e s , and th a t sa le s

I e re n o t boom ing.’’

[ At o n e p o in t in th e p u b l i s h e d d e b a t e ,

1 G reg M an n in g a llu d e d to h is ow n f u l l- p a g e

p riced b u y a d s, im p lying th a t th e y had been
ru n n in g in March o f 1988 w hen th e 1989 S cott
c a ta lo g cam e o u t a n d r u in e d e v e r y t h in g . I
w r o t e t o M a n n in g f o r a c o p y o f t h e a d s
w h ich , a s it tu rn ed ou t, actu a lly ran in Jun e
o f 1987. I am g ra te fu l to him fo r su p p ly in g a
c o p y , b e c a u s e it s h e d s u s e fu l l ig h t on th e
d eb ate .

Of 117 B r it ish Com monwealth stam p s h e
w anted to b u y , th e tota l o f fe r fo r on e o f each
am ounted to 33.5 p e r c e n t o f 1988 S co tt v a lu es,
a n d t h e sam e d o lla r a m o u n t i s e q u a l t o 61
p e r c e n t o f 1990 S c o tt v a l u e s fo r t h e sam e
stam ps. G iven th e ch an ge in S co tt p o licy , th a t
seem s em in en tly reason ab le to me, e v e n if th e
m a rk e t h ad n o t s lu m p e d a s it h a s , le a v in g
am p le m a rg in fo r M an n ing to r e a liz e a f a ir
p ro fit on h is p u rch a se s.

N ow l e t ’ s t a k e a s e c o n d lo o k , f r o m a
s lig h tly d iffe r e n t an g le .

The U.S. stam p w eek lies do n ot a t p r e se n t
ca rr y p riced b u y a d s for Commonwealth mate-
ria l b ecau se th e m arket fo r it i s s lu g g ish , b u t
p u b lica tion s in B ritain and A u stra lia do. Much
o f M anning’s an d S te p h e n s’s com p la ints w ere
d irected a g a in st S c o tt’s p r ic in g o f th e A u stra-
lia n K angaroo i s s u e s , so a c lo s e look a t th e
actu a l m arket in ’Roos may b e u se fu l.

No on e is a d v er tiz in g to p a y fu ll S co tt or
m ore fo r a n y o f th em in h in g e d c o n d it io n ,
w h ich is how t h e y are p r ic e d b y b o th S c o t t
and G ib b on s. C u rren t p u b lis h e d b u y p r ic e s
are app roxim ately 60 to 70 p e r c e n t o f S co tt, 35
p e r c e n t o f G ibbons, w h en th e c u r re n c ie s are
c o n v e r te d a t £1 S te r l in g = $1.60 U .S . = $2.08
A u stra lian .

A lthou gh S co tt is n ot p r iced fo r th e for-
e ign m arket, i t h as e v id e n tly su cceed ed th ere
a n y w a y . S ta m p s p u r c h a s e d a t t h o s e p r id e s
w ould lo g ic a lly se ll a t fu ll S c o tt , a n d th a t i s
ap p rox im ate ly w h a t th e se l l a d s in d ic a te , fo r
sou n d stam p s and v e r y fin e cen ter in g .

On th e o th e r h a n d , t h e r e ta il m a rk et i s
app roxim ately h alf o f Gibbond. For co llec to rs
unfam iliar w ith G reat B rita in ’s stan d ard cata-
log , a b it o f e:dplanation m ay be h e lp fu l. T he
p r e fa c e s t a t e s , " T h e p r ic e s q u o te d in t h is
c a t a lo g u e a r e , a s a lw a y s , t h o s e a t w h ic h
S ta n le y G ib b o n s L td . o f f e r th e sta m p s fo r
re ta il sa le , i f in sto ck , a t th e time o f p u blica-
t io n .” T hat is b o th lite r a l ly tr u e and h ig h ly
m isleading .

I t is tr u e in th e same se n se th a t th e H. E.
H arris c a ta lo g is a l i s t in g o f H a r r is’s r e ta i l
p r ic e s , or th a t th e old M inkus ca ta lo g s o f 1982
and ea r lier w ere. I f you w alk in to th e S tan ley
G ib b on s s to r e a t 399 S tr a n d in L on d on an d
a sk fo r an y odd stam p, th e y ’ll s e ll i t to you at
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th e ca ta log p r ice if t h e y h av e i t . B u t stam p s
th ey are a c tu a lly prom oting se ll for a h ea v ily
d iscou n ted p r ice . In p ra ctica l term s, G ibbons
s t i l l u s e s w h at S c o t t c a l ls a ." m y th ic a l, m ul-
t ip le ” o f th e actu a l m arket v a lu e to in fla te it s
p r ice lis t in g s .

E ven so , d ea lers in B rita in h ave a lread y
liken ed th e p r ic e -s la sh in g b y G ibbons to th e
S c o tt c h a n g e s . O tto P e to o m , a d e a le r w h o
s p e c ia l i z e s in R h o d e s ia a n d S o u th A fr ic a ,
w rote in la s t O ctob er’s P h ila te lic Exporter,^*
" S ta n le y G ibbons 1990 ca ta lo g no d o u b t fo l-
low s th e S co tt p a tte rn , a n oth er le s so n on how
to, d e v a lu e d e a le r s ’ s t o c k s a n d c o l l e c t o r s ’
stam ps . . . B etw een ’86 and ’87 th e r e w as a
su b s ta n tia l c u t o f 22%; f in e , I sa y , make o n e
good red u ction w hich p rob ab ly b ro u g h t p r ice s
c lo se r to m arket p r ice s . B ut th en th ere w as a
fu r th e r red u ction in ’8 7 /’88 b y 9% follow ed b y
4% ’8 8 /’89 and now a n oth er w hack in g 18% ’89-

/ ’90; to ta l r e d u c tio n 44% b e tw e e n t h e 1 9 8 6 -
1990 c a ta lo g u e s .”

The g r a s s is a lw a y s g r e e n e r , h o w e v e r .
Now t h a t G ib b o n s h a s a n n o u n c e d p la n s to
p u blish a cata log p r iced in d o llars , some U.S.
d e a le r s h a v e a n n o u n c ed p la n s to jum p sh ip
from S c o tt t o G ib b o n s . B u t t h e m a r k e t f o r
Volume One m aterial i s s o f t , both in th e U .S .
and Britain; p r ice s a re fa llin g ; and th e ca ta-
lo g s are r e f le c t in g th e m arket, n o t c re a tin g it
(n o t " d icta tin g p r ic e s” a s Keith Harmer con-
te n d s ) , w h eth er th e ir p r ic in g is n ear reta il, a s
S c o t t is s t r i v i n g t o b e , o r s y s t e m a t i c a l l y
in fla ted , a s G ibbons rem ains.

D esp ite th e p o s tu r in g , th e S co tt ca ta lo g
w ill rem ain th e U.S. s ta n d a rd stamp c a ta lo g ,
a s i t p r o p e r ly s h o u ld , e v e n t h o u g h it c a n
s t a n d im p r o v e m e n t in s e v e r a l a r e a s . In
rea lity , ca ta lo g s are n ot req u ired to know th e
s ta te o f th e stam p market: th e FAr E ast is ho t,
Germany an d to p ica ls are s tr o n g , m ost o f th e
r e s t o f th e w orld is down.

K urt J . W eiss , a s ta m p d e a le r b a s e d in
G u atem ala C ity , d e s e r v e s a n a w a rd fo r th e
m ost c r e a t iv e u se o f th e S c o tt c o n tr o v e r s y .
The sch em e w as n ot r e a lly o r ig in a l w ith him ,
how ever; it is a var ia tio n on rea l e s ta te b lock-

b u stin g .
F ir s t he s e n t o u t a s e r ie s o f g loom -an d-

doom , t h e r e - g o e s - t h e - n e i g h b o r h o o d form
le t t e r s , r e p r in te d in s e v e r a l p h ila te lic p u b -
l i c a t i o n s , o n h o w S c o t t r ,u in e d t h e s ta m p
m arket and p u t him o u t o f b u s in e s s . He ca lled
for a b o y c o tt o f a ll th in g s Amos. Now he h a s
se n t d ea ler s a le t te r o ffe r in g h is a s s is ta n ce in
d isp o sin g o f th e ir p h ila te lic p ro p e r ty S co tt

h as ren d ered w o rth le ss . My g u e s s is th a t few
d e a le r s a r e a s s tu p id a s W e is s .th in k s t h e y

are.
S cap ego atin g and sh o otin g th e m essen g er

o f bad tid in g s is a tim e-hon ored human tra d i-
tion , so it sh ou ld come a s no su r p r ise w hen it
a f fe c ts ou r hobby. But it i s w ron ghead ed and
c o u n t e r p r o d u c t iv e t o a llo w t h e n o t io n t o
sp rea d th a t th e c r is is o f th e stamp m arket can
be s o lv e d b y j a c k in g u p c a ta lo g p r ic e s to ,
fa n ta sy le v e ls .

If w e c o u ld l i b e r a t e th e p a g e s o f o u r
p u b lica tio n s from su ch p r ep o ste ro u s p rop os-

a ls , w e cou ld th en co n v ey to o u t\r ea d e r s some
in te r e st in g fa cts:

The S co tt ca ta log is g e t tin g b e tte r all th e
tim e. I t s e d ito r s a r e m ore o p e n , a c c e s s ib le ,
and r e sp o n s iv e to co rrec tio n s and su g g es t io n s
fo r im p ro vem en t from th e co liec itin g p u b lic
th a n e v e r b e fo r e in S c o t t ’s h i s t o r y . M ore
S c o t t c a t a l o g s a r e b e in g s o ld t h a n e v e r
b efo re , and more album p a g e s too. C ollectors
are b u y in g stam ps fo r th o se album s, and th ey
are jo in in g t h e A m erican P h ila te lic S o c ie ty ,
w hose m em bership co n tin u es to grow.

F or c o l le c to r s o f G reat B r ita in a n d th e
Com monwealth, th e R ed B ook , a s th e S ta n le y ,
G ibbons ca ta lo g is know n e v e r y y e a r , is t h e |
b e s t, m ost com p reh ensive reso u rc e ava ilab le . |

B o th c a t a l o g s s h o u ld h a v e a p la c e o n
e v e r y stam p w r ite r ’s sh e lf, and m ost seriou s,
co llecto rs sh ou ld h ave a c c e s s to them.

Why th e n do w e n e e d Z u m stein c a ta lo g s
from Sw itzerland?

A side from th e fa c t th a t Zum stein’s reta il
p r ic in g p o licy r e fu te s th e doom sayers in th e
S c o tt c o n t r o v e r s y , fo r U .S . sta m p w r ite r s
t h e s e c a ta lo g s f u lf i l l t h e sam e p ro m ise w ith
r e s p e c t to th e stam ps of th e E uropean co n ti-
n e n t th a t th e S ta n ley G ibbons catalog d oes for
Great B ritain and th e Commonwealth: a m ore
d eta iled and sp ec ia lized treatm en t th an w e cart
g e t from ou r S co tt ca ta log s.

F ir s t o f a ll , t h e r e a r e t h e s ta m p s t h a t
S co tt com pletely om its, su ch a s Frama stam ps
from t h e c o u n tr ie s t h a t h a v e is s u e d th em .
A lthough se v er a l sp ec ia lized ca ta lo g s e x is t fo r
c o l l e c t o r s o f a u to m a t ic v e n d i n g m a c h in e
s ta m p s , t h e y p r o p e r ly b e lo n g in s ta n d a r d

ca ta lo gs.
Z u m ste in ’s l i s t i n g s o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l

stam p s o f th e S o v ie t Zone of G erm an y '1 9 4 5 -
1946, a n d th e hand stam p o v e r p r in ts o f 1948,
p ro v e th a t th is ta sk , too , can be perform ed b y
a g en era l ca ta log a s w ell a s b y th e M ichel and
L ipsia sp e c ia liz e d c a ta lo g s . (E a st G erm any i s
in c lu d ed in th e C entral E urope volum e, not
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th e E astern E urope volum e. T his y e a r ’s Zum-
s te in fo r E astern E urope is m erely a 32 -p age
1988-1989 su p p lem e n t, n o t com p lete l i s t in g s ,
fo r A lbania, B ulgaria , C zech oslovak ia, Hung-
a ry , Poland, Rumania, an d th e S o v ie t U nion.)

C o llectors o f T u rk ish C y p ru s w o n ’t f in d
th e ir stam ps in S co tt, b u t Zum stein l is t s them.
By lis tin g th e fa d s (su ch a s Fram as) and th e
to p ic a ls (su c h a s t h o s e o f T u r k ish C y p r u s)
t h a t S c o t t o m it s , Z u m ste in c a t a l o g s a r e a
r e a d y r e fe r e n c e now fo r l i s t in g s w e a ll w ill
n eed from S cott ev e n tu a lly .

The Z um stein S w itz e r la n d -L ie c h te n ste in
sp ec ia liz ed h as on e fea tu re th a t e v e r y cata log
w ould do w ell to em ulate—^price tren d arrow s.
W h eth er a staftip c a ta lo g a tte m p ts to r e f l e c t
m arket p r ic e s a t th e reta il lev e l, a s S co tt now
d o e s , or a t a p r e d e te r m in e d prem ium a b o v e
reta il, a s S co tt on ce did and S tan ley G ibbons
s t ill d o e s , th e s p e c if ic p r ic e s are n o t n e c e s -
sa r ily u se fu l in d ica to rs o f th e stam p m arket,
b e c a u se som e p r ic e s may rem ain s te a d y fo r
y e f a r s a t a t i m e in t h e a b s e n c e o f a n y
r ec o r d ed s a le s . B ut a n in d ica tio n w h eth er a
p r ic e is u p , d o w n , or le v e l com pared t o th e
p r e v io u s y e a r ’s l i s t in g g r e a t ly e n h a n c e s th e
inform ation su p p lied .

T h is y e a r , b y c o in c id e n c e , a ll t h r e e o f
th e se im p ortan t r e fe r e n c e s h a v e red c o v e r s .
Each of th e 1990 red b oo k s o f p h ila te ly p r o -
v id e s im portant in form ation n ot av a ilab le in
th e o th e r s , a s w ell a s co n sid erab le ov er lap or
confirm ation . W riters sh ould be en cou raged to
u se S c o tt, G ib bon s, a n d Z um stein to com ple-
m en t a n d s u p p le m e n t o n e a n o th e r , a m u ch
m ore f r u i t f u l a t t i t u d e th a n t o v ie w th em a s
r iv a ls , e v e n th ou gh th e y may be th a t a lso .

C o m i n g
C o n a i > « t i t i n n . s

T h e d e a d lin e fo r e n tr ie s in t h is y e a r ’s
APS STaMpsHOW 23rd A n n u a l P h ila te lic L it-
era tu re E xhib ition is May 1, 1990. I h op e Dan

,A sm u s w ill c o n s id e r a c c e p t in g la te e n t r ie s
;from an yon e for whom th is is th e f ir s t n o tice
o f th e com petition .

STaMpsHCW 90 w ill b e h eld in C incinnati,
Ohio, A u g u st 2^ to 26., L itera tu re e n tr ie s w ill

!c o m p e te in t h ^ s e c a t e g o r ie s : h a n d b o o k s ,
s p e c ia l s t u d ie s , c a t a lo g s , p e r io d ic a ls , a n d

a r t i c l e s . A w a r d s w il l b e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e
W riters U nit B reak fast.

! A c o p y of th e r u le s a n d a n e n tr y form
'm ay be ob ta in ed from STaMpsHOW 90/A P S, P.O.
Box 8000, S ta te C ollege, PA 16803.

: . * * *

The p ro sp e c tu s fo r th e 13th A nnual S e s -
c a l P h i la te l ic L it e r a tu r e E x h ib it io n is now

availab le . S esca l 90 w ill be h eld in Los A nge-
le s , C alifornia, O ctober 12 to 14.

The S esca l com petition h as th re e section s:
h an d book s and sp ecia l s tu d ie s , jou rn a ls , and
r e s e a r c h a r t ic le s p u b lis h e d in a r e g u la r ly -
is su e d p h ila te lic jo u rn a l. The la t te r i s a n ew
ca teg o ry th is year.

Each e n tr a n t is p rom ised a w r itten c r i-
tiq u e from th e liter a tu re ju ry .

F or a c o p y o f th e S e s c a l 90 l i t e r a t u r e
p r o s p e c tu s , sen d a n SASE to Bob de V io lih i,
S e sca l L itera ture , Box 5025, Oxnard, CA 93031.

3|C SfC
The C hicago P h ila telic S o c ie ty w ill p r e se n t

it s 24th A nnual P h ila te lic L itera ture E xhibition
a t C hicagopex ’90 in Rosem ont, I llin o is , Novem-
b er 9 to 11.

The com petition in c lu d es tw o categories:
h an d b ook s (boun d and u n b oun d, b u t m u st be
p u b lish ed ; m a n u scr ip ts are n ot a c c e p ta b le ) ,
and p h ila te lic p er io d ica ls. D eadline fo r e n tr ie s
is S ep tem ber 6.

For a co p y o f th e l ite r a tu r e p r o sp e c tu s
and r u le s , w rite to C hicagopex ’90 L itera tu re
Committee, .P.O. Box .^3^5^, C hicago, IL 60690.

The C ou n cil o f P h ila te lic O rg a n iza tio n s
(COPO) is se e k in g e n tr ie s fo r th e 4 th an n u a l
n a tion a l com p etition fo r w r ite r s o f p h ila te lic
a r t ic le s p u b lish e d in n o n -p h ila te lic p u b lic a -
t io n s, know n a s th e 1990 Lidman P rize Compe-
titio n , named in memory of David Lidman, th e
N ew Y ork Tim es stam p colu m n ist 1960-1973.

P r izes are aw arded in f iv e d iffe r e n t c a te -
g o r i e s d e f in e d b y c i r c u l a t io n s i z e , a n d a
gran d aw ard , th e Lidman P r ize , fo r th e b e s t
o f a ll th e e n tr ie s . T his year th e Lidman Prize
w in ner w ill r ec e iv e a $500 ca sh aw ard.

Nom inations may be made b y an yon e.

R ules and e n tr y form s are avaiilable from
COPO, Box COPO, S ta te C ollege, PA 16803. ■

T h e 1 9 8 9 L id m a n P r i z e , a n n o u n c e d a t
WORLD STAMP EXPO ’89 in W a sh in g to n , w as
aw arded to P eter M. R exford, staimp and coin
co lu m n ist fo r th e S t. L ou is P o s t-D isp a tch , and
20 o th er p a p ers b y syn d ica tion .

Gold aw ard s w ere g iv e n to: Bill M cAllister,
T h e W a sh in g to n P o s t ; F r a n c e s P e n d le to n ,
S p o r ts C o llec to rs D igest; and Josep h Zollman,
H u n tsv ille (Alabama)- Tim es and syn d ica tion .

S i lv e r a w a r d s w e n t to: F red K o ro tk in ,
P ost P u b lica tions in M inneap olis-St. Pauli and
J o h n W e ig le , C en tu ra (C a liforn ia ) S ta r -F r e e

P re ss .
B ronze aw ard s w ere p r e sen ted to: C harles

T eed , G ra n d J u n c t io n (C olorad o) D a ily S e n -
tin e l: and G ayle Turim , fo r " T he Stam p Doc-
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to r ” in AIM Plus, a national a r th r it is inform a-
tion m agazine.

♦ * *
The 1 9 89 .P hilip Ward M em orial Award fo r

excellence in fir s t-d a y cover litera tu re w ill go to
the five authors o f th e sym i»sium ,"W hatis a *Real’
Modern FDC?” ed ited b y C harles Y eager, in th e
D e c em b er 1989 i s s u e o f T h e U n it e d S t a t e s
S pec ia list

The authors and artfc les sh arin g th e award
are: V art I, "Evolving First-D ay Fashions” by Ken
Lawrence; P artII, "What is a First-Day Cover?” b y
George W. Brett; Part III, "A PNC Dealer’s View” by
Ed Denson; Part IV, "Thoughts on the Legitimacy
of Contemporary First-Day C overs” by AHiscm W.
Cusick; and Part V, "PNC F irst-D a y C overs S till
Can Be Faked” by Dr. Robert Rabinowitz.

The Ward Award cerem onies will be held a t the
A m erican F ir s t - D a y C o v e r S o c ie t y a n n u a l
convention in S yracu se , New York, A u gust 31 to
September 2. ^ ^ ^

T hese are th e litera tu r e p r iz es aw arded at
Colopex ’.90 in Columbus, Ohio, April 6- 8.

In category A, Handbooks and special stud ies,
th e G rand A w ard w e n t to t h e 1 9 8 9 A m e r ic a n
P h ila te lic C o n g r e ss B o o k , B arb ara R. M uelie r ,
editor, which also received a Gold. Vermeil awards
went to Stam ps c f Barbados b y Edmund A. Bayley
and Zeppelin W eltrundiahrt by John Provan. Silver
aw ards w ont to G erm any P h ila te lic S o c ie ty 40th
A nniversaryA n th dtogyedited , by Diana M anchester
and G reat B ritain P hilatelic L ite ra tu re A n n o ta ted
and Price L isting , Second Edition, by Tom Current.
S ilver-b ron ze aw ards w en t to P h ila te lic W ritings
edited b y L. J. G. Franks, Scandinavian C dlec ta rs
C lu b 1 9 8 9 L i b r a r y J n d e x e d i t e d b y Dr. W. E.
M elberg, S p a ce C ra ft C o vers: a M onograph a n d
C a ta lo g b y C h a r le s J . V o k o t ic h J r . , a n d A
Specialized Album o f S tam ps fo r the German Empire
published by John L. Taylor. Bronze awards w ent
to P la te F laws in *’15" A g r ic u ltu ra l T echn o lo gy
India D etin ite Stamp by S. P. Bansal, P osta l S ystem
o fK o tah S ta te b y N. K J are th , and USA R even u e
Stam ps, 1989 Supplem ent, by Elbert S. A. Hubbard.

In category B, philatelic periodicals, the Grand
Award w ent to P o sta l H is to ry Journal ed ited b y
Harlan F. Stone, which also received a Gold. Vermeil
awards w ent to B ritish Caribbean Philatelic Journal
ed ited b y Mark W. S w etland , C h essta m p R ev ie w
e d i t e d b y R u s s e l l E. O tt, T h e C o n f e d e r a te
Philatelist e ^ te d by Dr. S tefan T. JaronsM, Ice Cap
jyfewsedited by R u sse l E. Ott, Journal o f th e Postal
H istory S o cie ty c f Canada ed ited b y R R Marichee,
Mejsrjcana e d ite d b y E d w ard M .^Nissen, P o s ta l
S ta tio n ery \>Y John R. Weimer M.R, and The United
S ta te s S p e c ia l is t e d i te d b y C h arles H. Y eager.

Silver awards w ent to The China Clipper p u b lsh ed
byjC larence S. S p r in g s tea d , TheEFO C o llec to r
edited by Howard P. Gates Jr., M^neapa'ed&ted b y
Frank Caprio, Telledited'Jby Steven S. Weston, Tin
Canner ed ited b y Jan et Klug, T ra n sit P ostm a rk
C ollec to r e d ite d b y D ouglas N. Clark, U krainian
Philatelist edkted b y Ingert Kuzych, and U niversal
Sh ip Cancellation S o cie ty Log edited b y Robert D.
Rawlns. Sflver-Bronze awards w ent to Bull’s E yes:
Journal of the Brazil Philatelic Association edited
b y William V. K riebel, The Canadian C onnection
e d i te d b y J o h n G. P e e b le s , T^he I n d o - C h in a
P h ila telis t e d ite d b y George E. DeM eiitte III, THe
I n fo r m e r e d i te d b y Dr. F rank 3^N ovak , M eter

S tam p S o c ie ty B u lle tin ed ited b y R ichard Stam -
b a u g h . M e tr o p o l ita n A ir P o s t S o c ie ty B u lle tin
ed ited b y R ob ert S. Miller S r . , T he O b li te r a to r
edited by Nicholas Shestople, The Page A n d Panel
J o u rn a l o f th e A S P P P e d ite d b y Ron W alenciak,
S ca lpe lan d Tbngs ed ited by Ranes C. Chakravorty
M.D., S e a p o ster ed ited b y Tom H irsch in ger , And
Way M a rk in g s , A Q u a rte r ly J o u rn a l o f V irg in ia
P o s ta l H is to r y e d i t e d b y Tom S ta n to n . B ro n ze
awards w ent to Calgary S tam p-ede edited by Dale
S p eirs, F oreru n n ers ed ited b y William C. Brooks,
ICAR—In ters ta te C inderellas and R even uers News-
le t te r e d ited b y E lbert S. A Hubbard, Journal o f
th e L iberia n P h ila telic S o c ie ty ed ited by'Roy P.
Mackal and H enry C h lan d a , M e n e lik ’s J o u rn a l
v o lu m e s 4 a n d 5 e d i te d b y H u g u e tte G agn on ,
Philam ath: A J o u rn a l o f M ath em atica l P h ila te ly
su b m itted b y sec r e t a r y - tr e a s u r e r E s te lle A.
B u ss in o , a n d T h e S ta m p a n d T o n g s e d ite d h y
Kenneth T. Stewart. ■

> from page 32.

So one wonders if the benefits of using a USFS special

postmark offset the trouble encountered in obtaining timely

delivery of a notice sent in this manner.

72 membe rs returne d w i t h special cancel w i t h their

dues. If any member wants as many as 20 of these cards, send me

a # 1 0 S A S E , your name, full address, and indicate how many

cards y o u ’d like.

Back issues of The Philatelic Communicator (formerly

known as the News B u l l e t i n ) 1984 through 1988 still avail-
able. $ 2 . 5 0 p e r s i n g l e c o p y o r $ 1 0 . 0 0 p e r ca l e n d a r

year — p ostpai d.Send order with check payable ’'APS Writers

Uiit 3 0 ’’ to me at address below.

Help Us K e e p Y o u r Mai ling Addre ss Current- €o me a r e

still n o t s e n d i n g c h a n g e s t o m e . Prompt notice a s s u r e s

receipt of e a c h issue of The P h i l a t e l i c C o m m u n ica tor a n d
saves postal fees.

Gieorge Griffenhagen
WU30 Secretary-T reasurer
2501 Drexel S treet
Vienna VA 22180 ■
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W t3 0 B risa k fa s t i n M ioeniz a S u cce ss

The Writers Unit #30 Breakfast in Phoenix was held on

Sunday , A pr i l 22, at t h e Hernitage Inn with a total of 24
BBBbersand their guests in attendance, Henbers received re -

ports f ron President de Violini a n d Secretary-Tre asurer

(k'iffeiiiagen,and participated in a discussion on the future

relatio nship of HU# 30 with AIJP le d by Charles Peterson.

Those in attendance included: Claussen, Robert and Mrs. de

Violini, Enery, JolnandMrs. Pluck, Griffenhagen, H o td m e r,

Jacquenin, Jones, McCunber^ Nettleship, Charles and Mrs.

Peterson, Ralph and Mrp. Richter, Rod, Schumann, Sellers,
^ringer, Swanson, VanCo'tt, Hinick, and Welch.

Wblcome

He welcome the following new members who have joined

HU#30 sinoe our December 5, 1989, report:

1556 Pa ul k a y f e t z , P O B o x 310, B o l i n a s CA 9 4 9 2 4 .

Author: M a lta ; F in d in g a T rea su re T rove o t ^ F o r m a tio n ; and
various philatelic articles. Sponsor: Stevoi J. Rod.

1557 Richard E. Kalnins, 39 Sugar loaf Mountain Road,

Ridgefield CT 06877. Editor BPSFhiiaATews (Brookfield, CT

philatelic society). Sponsor: JohnH. Hotchner.

1558 Er. Douglas B. Quine, P O B o x 220583, Chantilly VA

2022-C683. Chairman, BIA Modern Postal History Committee.
:^>onsor: (horge Griffenhagen.

1559 KennethT. Stewart, S4S2BunkerHillRoad, Milford

OH 45150-9610. Editor: S ta m p s and T o n ^ (Clermont Cointy, OH

Stamp Club) ; Author: S t r e e t CarR .P .O , S e r v ic e i n C in c in n a t i
and C le v e la n d (Mobile R>st Office Society). I^nsor: Robert
de Violini.

1560 Peterson Marshall Rexfbrd, P 0Box50377, St Louis

MD 63105. Columnist: S t , L o u is P o s t D is p a tc h , S a cra m en to B ee ,
Saut D ieg o T r ib u n e , M em phis C om m ercial A p p e a l, and 25 other
newspapers. Sponsor: George Griffenhagen.

1561 Gerry Weinberger , 566 Auburn Street, Newton MA

02166. C o l u m n i s t : S ta m p C o l l e c t o r , S p o n s o r : G e o r g e
(iriffeihagen.

1562 R i c h a r d L o u i s T h o m a s , M .D'., 8 6 0 7 N o r t h 8 4 t h

Street, Scottsdale AZ 85258. Coliainist: L in n ’s ^ ta m p News
" W h o ’s Who on U.S. Stamps. ” Sponsor: George Griffoihagen.

1563 Robin Michael Ellis, P O Boa 8468, San Antonio TX

782 08-0468. Editor :^ouve nir Chrd Jo u rn a l, Sponsor: George
Ckiffeihagen. ”

Closed Albmms

We regret to report the death of the following WU#30 meid>ers:

1408 Joseph vqn Hake of Paupack, Penn.-

1430 jbul Gandaraof Santuice, Puerto Rico.

B e s ig n a k io n s

0761 Erwin Engert of Lakewood, Colorado.

0649 John Taddy of San Antonio, Texas.

0947 George Bowman of Loqpoc, Calif.

1055 Robert Murphy of Webster, Texas.

1308 Clarence Brew of Reno, Nevada.

1346 Charles Whittlesey of Portland, OR.

1386 Lawrence Reis of Katy, Texas.

1400 Bob McDonald of Iowa City, Iowa.

1416 Prederick Kozih of Richmond, VA.

1483 Michael Strother of Lexington, KY.

1490 Robert Rrerett of New Orleans, lA.

1513 Robert Ifalch of Orlando, Florida.

lost

1423 W i l lis D . M o s s ( f o r m e r l y of 906 C S t r e e t NW ,

Washington DC 20002) — If you have his current address, pdease

send it to the Sec.-Treasurer.

Obntrihutions

He thank the following members for sp>ecial contribu-

tions to assist the work of the APS writers Unit #30:

0943 Wi. Thomas Lockard of Wellston, OH.
0113 Charles J. Peterso^of Laurel, MD.

1279 L. Norman Williams O f London, Ehgland.

1432 ChrlM. Burnett of Melbourne, Fla.

1990 Membership D u ^

Writers Unit #30 1990 membership duesnotices were sent

on' an Ame rica the Beautiful px>sta 1 card w i t h a D e ce m b er 1

Ame rica the Beautiful px>stmark f r om WORLD ST AMP EX PO as a

souvenir . Many members thanked us for sending the Special

pos'tmaik, and among 'the oommen'ts receivedwere'l^efollowing;

" N i c e idea to send the dues notices out from WSE. ’*

-*'I loved the card with posbeark, it was very

thoughtful. ”

" Postal card with special cancel is a great idea. ’’

" I took your advice and kept the HS Ec an cfl — Thaiks! ’’

'*Thank you for the beautiful card. ’’

*'Thanks for lettingus keep the card with WSE cancel.*’

" Y o u r WSE reminder card was too nice to return. ’’

*'The p>ostcard and cancel are begutifu l .’’

But an unexpected series of events took place. A lumber

of WU#30 members received a^notice,from the USPS which read:

" T h i s cover has been siyiplied in replacement of one that was

spoiled in the process of cancellation. ’’ But alas, the ' 're-

p l a c e m e n t ’’ did not include the dues notice. So 69 HU# 30

members whose dues had not been received by February 6 were

se nt a s e c o n d d u e s n o t i c e , a n d t h e r e S u l t w a s th at s o m e

members wrote with their dues check: *' I ’ve been wondering

fdiy I received the America the Beautiful card with an Expo

qancel’’ or ''This is the first dues notice I have received. ’’

Another meiriier wrote: ''I did not receive my World Expo card

until late January 1990. ’'And to mahe-mattbrsworse, the USPS
now sends HU#30 a b i l l in the amount of $16.45Kfor cancmling

329 postcards (the first 50 were ''free’’) .

> page 31, column 2f

The P h i l a t e l i c C om m unica to r, A.P.S. Writers ,Unj.t 30, First Quarter, 1990. VoJ. 23, No. 1', Whole Ho. 87.32


